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Don’t break God’s speed limit!! 

I’ve never thought of myself as someone who complains much, but I’m having   
second thoughts as I reflect on my driving.  

 I complain about people who drive too fast. I complain about people who drive too 
slow and I complain about people who aren’t moving at all and park themselves in 
the most inconsiderate places. Now I’m worried that my complaining is                
synonymous with the rest of my life. 

  I now hear myself, as I’ve never heard myself before, complaining about people 
who are always in a hurry, others who are moving too slowly and many not moving 
at all. I complain about people who didn’t see the warning signs, people who     
ignore them and people who are so cautious they can cause an accident.  

  I’ve seen it all on my faith journey as people don’t see the many warning signs or 
listen to them. Those of us that are in such a hurry don’t see what we should see. 
Those among us who are so slow that we arrive at the party just as everyone is 
going home and those who frustrate everyone’s progress by blocking a driveway or 
a whole road by double parking. The Church is either going too fast, too slow or not 
moving at all! 

  Maybe I am too quick to judge because I have just been told if I had been paying 
attention and obeyed a sign to go slower I wouldn’t have to pay a £100 speeding 
fine!! I wonder whether my speeding fine is a lesson for life? 

   I was driving a notorious speed trap though Kings Coughton and Studley where 
the speed limit changes from 40 to 50 and then to 30 within a few eye blinks. I  
wasn’t even in a hurry but one distraction can miss a warning sign and when the 
camera light flashes the reality dawns: 35 mph is too fast! 

  A friend of mine attended a course offered as an alternative to having points on 
your driving licence. There were 25 people on the course and 18 of them had been 
caught speeding on this particular stretch of road so I am particularly cautious on 
my regular travels to Birmingham on the A435 — which seems to frustrate other 
drivers who want to ignore the warnings and only slow down as they pass the  
camera! It makes me angry, these drivers who race through a 30 limit at 50         
because they remember where the cameras are! Oh no, am I complaining again? 

  Many of us know what the bible tells us to do, but we’re in too much of a hurry to 



do what we know. We see how Jesus pauses for prayer, stops for the foreigner, 
heals the stranger and warns of the danger if we don’t see all the signs. The       
gospels provide plenty of warning signs for our spiritual journey, but are we in too 
much of a hurry to observe them? 

  We can be in such a hurry to get somewhere that we can get there before God — 
and be so busy that we then leave before the Lord arrives! Or we can be so slow 
that by the time we arrive the Lord has moved to another place — and we’re too 
tired to travel an extra mile. Some people just wait for a taxi to come and collect 
them, but others cause an obstruction while they wait and stop everyone moving! 
Which one are you? 

  I’m not going to complain about what everyone else does until I can remain     
focussed on my own journey and travel at the speed God wants me to travel. Lent 
is warning me to slow down for Easter so that I don’t miss an important sign at the 
cross-roads of life!  

  God has a speed limit, but it’s different for all of us: Some must travel faster; 
some slower and some must wait so I will stop complaining about the speed peo-
ple   travel and focus on MY journey! Then I hope I might have some passengers 
who want to travel with me. 

God Bless Richard  

Dear Broadway URC 

Thank you for your gift of £161 towards my ministry here in South Africa. It 

is greatly appreciated and will make a real difference to young lives in      

enabling me and others to provide valuable support and  relationship with 

young people and children in our communities and in discipling and      

equipping them to live out their faith in a challenging and changing world. 

Our focus and dream is to see every child in our community have the        

opportunity to hear the gospel and grow in faith at their own school. We 

aim to “Lead young people to know and walk with God”. 

God is opening doors for us to extend his ministry in the schools and 

through local passionate volunteers and teachers. The need is great and 

your support encourages and inspires me to keep on going. 



Week in, week out to see how the word we share is speaking directly into 

children's lives is incredible and shows how what we are doing is meeting 

young people where they are and drawing them closer to Christ. 

Here are a few stories of how your giving is making a difference. 

In one of our life skills sessions when we got to the section about AIDS, one 

girl turned to her group leader and said that she would  never sit next to 

anybody who had AIDS. The session continued and as I talked about AIDS, 

the girl turned to her leader and said "I was wrong". This is a fantastic sign of 

God at work in the life of this child bringing transformation of heart and 

mind and attitude. 

One of the leaders that I have trained and journeyed with over the past few 

years is Emihle. At a camp last year he was able to lead a few of his group to 

know and commit to follow Christ and it is great to see him stepping out in 

faith and growing in his leadership and  ministry to others. But the story 

does not end there. 

Meeting with some of these children a few weeks later, one of them told me 

that he had shared about Jesus with his alcoholic uncle and his uncle had 

now stopped drinking and was seeking Christ, whilst another child was  

reading the bible with his mum – who never used to do that. This is 2       

Timothy 2:2 inaction – What you have heard from me pass on to reliable 

men, so that they may pass it on to others. 

Lindani has helped on camps and Holiday Clubs for 5 years and now is a    

full-time member of our team, who in the past year we have trained and 

equipped for ministry, through walking with me and  doing ministry          

together. He has grown in confidence and ability from the start of 2018 to 

be able to lead a Teen Camp on his own at the end. It is great to see a young 

man growing in faith and leadership to be able to impact others. 

Last week, I met with a staff member that I trained a few years ago and she 

told me how she had used the water to wine trick that I had taught her in a 

school and it had grabbed the children’s attention. It is great to hear how 



Pray for Zimbabwe 

Rev Kurauone Mutimwii and his wife Nancy, from Zimbabwe, who preached and 
sang at our service in September ask for continued prayer for their country.  In an 
email this month they say: 

“Internet was shut together with social media so that people could not               
communicate the brutality that was being done by their people. A lot of gruesome 
things happened during this blackout and we are grateful to God that we are alive 
now. 

“Things are very hard. Prices of commodities skyrocketing and politics at impasse. 
They have hiked prices by 150 percent . The teachers are on strike at the moment. 
No salary increment even after hikes.  

 “We hope the tensions will subside one day but we are moving in a time and       
situation where us who live from the gospel can barely survive. 

“Thanks for the prayers. We are really in need of them. We need to have hope that 

one day it shall be well. People are still intimidated because of the security forces. 

We pray for peace in our country.” 

the training I have done is bearing fruit in the ministry of others. 

May the Lord continue to bless and guide you as you serve the Lord 

where he has called you. May you know his power and love at work in 

your life. 

Peter Nuttall 

Scripture Union 

0396855888 

petern@su.org.za 

“Leading young people to know and walk with God” 



PILGRIMAGE TRIPS 

We visited St Lawrence’s church which has been re-modelled to provide a single 
flexible space for worship and other purposes. Thus it is now in use most of the 
week. A bereavement course was running at the time. The sensitive and creative 
design blends the new with the old giving a wow factor. Then a short walk to       
Shalom, a Christian cafe and bookshop. Jenny and the team were very welcoming 
and we relished the atmosphere in this unique     
example of faith and trust in God working in today’s 
world.  The Lords Prayer is a feature at noon every 
day. The three course lunch was splendid. No fixed 
prices here,  donations are invited. It was a visit here 
in 2014 that cemented the decision to operate our  
outreach activities and the Nomads Community Bus 
on a donation basis. It’s fun to get to know each   
other better when our Christian community travels 
to meet others, and inspirational too.  
 

Our visits so far:  Pershore Abbey, St. Mary’s  Anglican Church, Fairford,  Bourton-on-
the-Water.   The photograph shows some of our group sharing lunch together at 
Shalom, Christian café and bookshop in Bourton-on-the-Water. The word  pilgrim is 
defined as (1) a person who makes a  journey to a holy  place or (2) a traveller.   We 
are all travellers along the path of life in faith which we are called to demonstrate 
and share with those we meet.   WALKING THE WAY! The idea for the pilgrimage 
trips is two-fold:  (1) To offer opportunities for BURC to build relationships between 
members of our congregation and with others who use our building, but may not yet 
share our faith and (2) to make good use of the Nomads Community Bus (whilst it is 
still available). It is therefore usually a mixture of both communities who travel    
together, enjoy the fellowship, visit places which are perhaps (for several reasons) 
inaccessible and to build relationships which might lead to exploration of our faith. 

It is hoped to continue this venture for as long as it is sustainable;  thus  far it has 
organisers who are happy to own it, it has the inexpensive transport and is usually 
fully booked well in advance.   Can there be any doubt that it is a place where a seed 
can be planted? 

Our next Pilgrimage is on Friday 1st March to Gloucester Cathedral.                              
If you are not planning to join us on 1st March, please pray that God will journey 
with us. AND watch for future dates …….. and be part of the Pilgrimage whether a 
traveller or holding the travellers  in prayer. 



 

Services in March 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay for 
refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service. 

 

Sunday 3rd March            Revd Richard Becher   - Holy Communion 

Sunday 10th March          Revds Gwen and Bernie Collins 

Sunday 17th March          Revd Richard Becher 

Sunday 24th March          Revd Mike Harrison 

Sunday 31st March           Revd Richard Becher 

Sunday 7th April                Revd. Richard Becher 

 

 

Monday 4th March              Elders Meeting 

Sunday 17th March             Annual Church Meeting  to be held after service       

                                                 and coffee. 

Birthday Celebrations 

4th March     Nancy Rogers  

14th March    Sheila Payne  

18th March    Laura Holt  



Elder   Wyn Whitten 

Sunday 3rd March  

Welcome Joanne Griffin 

Reading Christine Waller 

Coffee Pam and Alex Peters 

Flowers   

Sunday 10th March  

Welcome Michael Davies 

Reading Noel Kershaw 

Coffee Megan Thomas and Sue Jones 

Flowers Margaret Harrington 

Sunday 17th March  

Welcome Sue Jones 

Reading Joanne Griffin 

Coffee Marilyn and Eric Watts 

Flowers  Laura Holt 

Sunday  24th March  

Welcome Margaret Taylor 

Reading Pat Wallace 

Coffee Pat and Bruce Wallace 

Flowers Joanne Griffin 

Sunday 31st March  

Welcome Virginia Becher 

Reading Vicki Packman 

Coffee Judith Gibbons and Jill Hedges 

Flowers Christine Waller 



Elder Shared 

Sunday 7th April  

Welcome Eric Watts 

Reading Julie Stickler 

Coffee Pat Davies and Marilyn Watts 

Flowers  

Sunday 14th April  

Welcome  

Reading  

Coffee  

Flowers Wyn Whitten 

Sunday 21st April Easter Day 

Welcome Pat Wallace 

Reading Noel Kershaw 

Coffee Virginia Becher and Christine Kershaw 

Flowers Flower Guild 

Sunday 28th April  

Welcome Julie Stickler 

Reading Johnny  Evans 

Coffee Sue Jones and Joanne Griffin 

Flowers  



 

What’s On ? 
At  Broadway URC , 77, High Street, Broadway . WR12 7AL 

What’s On March April  May 

Sunday Service 10.30—11.30 am 3,10,17,24,31 7,14,21,28 5,12,19,26 

Tuesday    

Table Games Afternoon 2-4pm 5th 2nd 7th 

Wednesday    

Neighbours on Line  Computers and  

Internet Coaching    2-4pm 

13,27 10,24 8,22 

Threads  2-4pm    

Thursday    

Look After Yourself—Gentle Exercises    

10.30 –12 noon 

7,14,21,28 4,11,18,25 2,9,16,23, 

30 

Today’s Our Day   Activities and Chat    

2-4pm 

7,14,21,28 4,11,18,25 2,9,16,23, 

30 

Friday    

PILOTS   Crafts, Games for all aged     

4-18   6.30-8.00pm 

   

Events    

Pilgrimage Trip to Gloucester 1st   

 Quiz with Supper from 5.30pm 23rd    

Easter Youth Activities Morning  20th  

Spring Fete on small green   18th 



Last year Signpost ran a highly successful series of early 
evening   Defibrillator training courses taught by Robin   
Farnworth - West Midlands Ambulance Service Community 
First Responder. This resulted in over 30 local people        
becoming proficient in CPR as well as the use of a              
defibrillator.  

Due to this success, Signpost are delighted to report that Robin has agreed 
to run a further  three sessions in the Signpost offices on Wednesday, 3rd, 
10th and 17th April starting at 6.30 pm and lasting about two hours. 

Participation is free but donations are welcome. 

A minimum number of four people are required for the course to run. If you 
would like to participate in the next round of courses please contact       
Signpost on: 01386 859029 or send an email to: helen@rushmore1.co.uk 

Games Afternoons 

A couple were sitting on the bench in front of the church. They had walked 
from the Dormy Hotel, via the Tower and down the hill.  Being not in the first 
flush of youth, they had ordered a taxi to take them back up the hill.  We got 
chatting, about the church and what we did. When I explained that we were 
about to hold a games afternoon their faces lit up. “If the taxi hadn’t been 
on its way we would have joined you, we love games.”  The mention of cake 
may have fuelled their enthusiasm! 

The games afternoon, on the first Tuesday of each month, is attended by a 
fairly small number of people, but those who come love it. It would be good 
if a few more could join the fun.  The games are not competitive (Mary  
nearly always wins anyway!), merely an aid to conversation, and there is no 
shortage of that! There are also jigsaws and a quiz, not to mention the     
obligatory tea and cake. 

If you know of someone who is lonely and would enjoy a relaxing couple of 
hours in the company of others why not suggest they give it a try. We can 
usually provide transport – or, better still, why not bring them yourself? 

          Michael Payne 



EDNA    A short personal tribute. 

This is not meant to be a date-related record of the ministry to Broadway 
URC of both Stanley and Edna - there will be opportunities for others to do 
this;  this is just  the sharing of a few of my  personal memories which not 
only contributed and influenced my life but also the life of the Church 
here. 

Edna was a strong character for whom patience in getting things done was 
not in her thinking!   However, her impatience was governed by her faith 
in the Lord that nothing, not even time, should stand in the way of sharing 
her faith and praying that others would be reached to serve through the 
‘small’ things she did.   Her rule was ‘do not put off until tomorrow what 
you can do today’! 

From the very beginning of their dual ministry in Broadway, their           
commitment to each other, to the Church family and to individuals was 
very evident, none more so  than opening their home (the Manse and 
Mulberry Cottage) but particularly their table to everyone.   Eating around 
a table (whoever owned the table) was very important and we, as a 
Church, embraced that and continue to share in that ministry. 

Edna and Leslie (my husband) had a very close bond – both spoke their 
minds  (as Edna frequently said “we both open our mouths before we   
engage our brains” – something which often got them into trouble!!) 

The last time I visited Edna at Mulberry Cottage we made plans to share          
Communion together;  this was something she felt strongly about and if 
there is one thing I regret at her passing it is that  I didn’t follow her 
lead  in “doing today” and share that with her before time for her had 
elapsed. 

Edna is now with Stanley, together where they began all those years ago 
when Edna was still a teenager and Stanley a newly ordained Minister in 
the Congregational Church, Tewkesbury. 

Edna, we will miss you.    

Joanne 



Some more about the windows.                                

Michael Eden 

Whilst searching in the church archives I found 

the item below, which was an unpublished part 

of the information that  Mr. Val Freeman wrote in the history of 

the church which was published in 1992. It follows the reason 

why we have the windows. 

The Chapel at that time was some 15 ft. higher than it is now and 

the window openings were correspondingly larger so that when 

the alterations were carried out it became needful to  modify the 

windows. The elaborate coloured glass surrounds to the central 

motifs were discarded and the present simple surrounds           

introduced. Nothing apart from the surrounds was lost in the case 

of “Charity” but “St. John” originally had two roundels           

incorporated , the Eagle – the ancient symbol of the Saint, above 

his head, and the text, “God is Love”, a quotation from his letter 

at his feet. It was felt these should be preserved and they were 

incorporated into the opening lights of the other two windows. 

  The brass memorial tablets to Emma and Captain Treherne 

were originally placed beneath their respective windows but 

could not be accommodated in the new wall space, so were 

placed in their present positions, along with other memorial    

tablets to avoid cluttering the clean lines of the wall between the 

windows.  

   What a shame the surrounds were removed, the windows 

would have been quite spectacular. Research into Emma and 

the meaning of the windows design continues. 

 



New older people’s Information and Advice Surgery to run at       
Signpost, Broadway  

Age UK Herefordshire & Worcestershire are launching a new Information 
and  Advice Surgery at Signpost, Broadway every Monday from 9.30am to 
3.00pm  beginning Monday 4th February 2019.  

The weekly sessions will offer both drop-in and bookable slots for older    
people to get support and guidance on a range of issues, including … Money 
Matters, Tax, Wills, LPAs, Legal Issues, Your Home, Social Care, Form Filling, 
Wellbeing, Signposting to Services and much more.  

Age UK are delighted to be back in the Broadway area on a regular basis to 
offer Information and Advice for all local people over 50.  

The service is FREE and confidential. 

To find out more or to book a session with an Information and Advice Officer, 
please call Age UK Herefordshire & Worcestershire on 01905 740950 or  
0800 008 6077  

The Signpost office is located at 4, Russell Square, High Street, Broadway 

WR12 7AP (Tel. 01386 859029 ) 

Congratulations  

Michael Eden who has kept bees for 40 years has been 
awarded by the Vale of Evesham Beekeepers an      
honorary Country Membership of British Beekeepers 
Association in recognition of his long association and all 
that he has contributed to the local branch. 



This month the Neighbours on Line team donated our old laptops and   

other I.T. equipment , which we were no longer using,  to Fortis Living. 

Tim Marsh from the Digital Transformation Office at Fortis Living said  ‘’We 

are very grateful for the donation of 

these computers even though they are 

old they will be used to help people on 

low incomes deal with modern life on line 

including supporting their Universal  

Credit account and work search and   

gaining skills at home . 

They will also be used for  computing classes. So far we have trained 103 

volunteer digital champions who have delivered over 5000 1:1 sessions in 

Malvern and Worcester. Out of  the 103 , 56 are now in full time               

employment. 

Although more and more people have their own equipment , this generous 

donation will make a big difference . 

I think Neighbours on Line is an amazing group which has done so much 

good in the community. It’s an outstanding example of what can be done. “ 

The laptops and printer were off to be serviced and checked before using . 

Dates for your diary 

Lent Lunches start 6th March—speak to Julie Stickler for more details 

Quiz with Supper  23rd March—speak to Wyn or Judith if interested. 

Children’s Easter Activity morning—April 20th 

Spring Fete on the Green—May 18th 

 



Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 
 
Minister                                        Revd. Richard Becher 
Secretary                            Joanne Griffin  burcsecretary@outlook.com 
Booking Secretaries                     Margaret and Roger Harrington   
Church E-mail address                  broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 
Closing date for articles  8th March 2019. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
Monday           Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                       Elders Meeting ( first Monday in the month ) 

 

Tuesday         Table Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Tai Chi 6.30 -8pm 

 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                     Threads 2pm –4pm  3rd Wednesday of month 

                       

 

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon 

                     Today’s Our Day    2-4pm  

 

Friday            PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

                      Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term                
time for everyone aged 4-18 

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

