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To know Jesus better, 

And to make Him better known 



Dear Friends, 

They seek him here they seek him there, so the line goes in relation to the Scarlet 

Pimpernel of the French Revolution fame. In those now far off dark days and evil 

days when the man came to the rescue of many victims whose lives were in danger. 

Mary Magdalene asked a similar question in a garden only this time it was           

concerning what she thought would be a body, the Body of Jesus. ‘Then she turned 

round and saw Jesus standing there; but she did not know that it was Jesus. 

“Woman, why are you crying,” Jesus asked her, “Who is it that you are looking for?” 

She thought he was the gardener, so she said to him, “If you took him away, sir, tell 

me where you have put him, and I will go and get him.” (John 20:14-15 GN) 

A young man by the name of Albert Henry Ross born in 1881 and who attended the 

same grammar school as William Shakespeare in Stratford-on-Avon became a    

prolific author and wrote under the pen name Frank Morison. Frank had one big 

problem, when reciting the Apostles Creed he could not affirm, ‘the third day He 

rose again from the dead.’ Later in life he set out to investigate the last seven days 

of Jesus life. He set out to prove that the resurrection was a myth, but ended up 

proving without doubt that it was real.  His book ‘Who Moved the Stone’ (highly 

recommended) records his findings and like Mary Magdalene he found Jesus.  Frank 

Morison could pen these words in his book, “As the writer thinks, there certainly is a 

deep and profoundly historical basis for that much disputed sentence in the Apostles 

Creed – “The third day He rose again from the dead.” 

Mary Magdalene too found her Lord, ‘She turned towards Him and said in Hebrew, 

“Rabboni” (this means ‘Teacher’ (John 20:16) 

We too can find Jesus when we look for Him. Luke in his Gospel tells us, “And so I 

say to you: ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock, and the door will 

be opened to you. For all those who seek will find, and the door will be opened to 

anyone who knocks.” (Luke 11:9-10) Let us do as the Psalmist did, “I seek you with 

all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.” Psalm 119:10 

Let us go out this Easter and rejoice in the words taken from Matthew 28:6, “He is 

not here, He has been raised, just as He said. Come here and see the place where He 

was lying.” So let us rejoice in the words of that beautiful hymn, ‘Christ the Lord is 

risen today, Alleluia!’ (R/S 232) 



From the Church in Society Committee (CIS) committee 

 

Christian Aid Week (10-16 May) is approaching at speed and, as usual, 

at least a dozen collectors are required.  Would anyone able to help this 

year please give their names to Sheila Payne as soon as possible. We have 

several people covering more than two roads, so all help is welcome, even 

if just dropping envelopes with someone else collecting. 

Special Collections 2015 

At the April Church meeting we hope to have a vote on the national and 

local charities we wish to support with special collections this year. The 

CIS committee has suggested an Alzeimher charity and the Camphill  

Village Trust, which manages communities for adults with learning       

difficulties and other special needs.  

If any Church Member has an additional charity for consideration in  

either category please let Ann or Sheila know before the 16th April. 

  

Have we spent time with the Risen Saviour today? 

Do keep in your prayers our Church Family who are ill at this time. 

 

Doreen and James join me in wishing everyone a very happy Easter. 

 

Your friend 

 Ken. 

In the Community, for the community 

Just to add an update to my full annual report given at Church Meeting. A 

big thank you to  Audrey, Gloria and Christine who regularly help in running 

Look After Yourself held on Thursday from 10.30 til’ noon. Also to  Joanne 

who has volunteered to help in future as the attendance is now 16 strong 

each week with many coming from outside our church family. 

Mark 



SYNOD DUCK BROKEN ! 

Newly appointed as “Synod Representative for Broadway URC “ I attended my first meeting  

of the West Midlands Synod on 21st March 2015. 

Why do they meet? 

To collectively seek to discern the  will of God in making binding decisions and in consulting 

with other groups including a General Assembly and Mission Council. 

Who was there? 

The 123 United Reformed Churches in the West Midlands are invited to send their serving 

Minister and one representative, who both have voting rights. Other people can also attend . 

Ken and I attended along with 96 other voters plus other attendees on top of that. 

How does anyone run a meeting that big? 

By a very sophisticated, yet simple, method of consensus seeking. For each topic the purpose 

was stated, information provided and sought, discussed, primary voting, further discussion if 

appropriate, final voting , conclusion. 

The Moderator chaired the meeting , supported by Synod Officers, including Margaret      

Marshall  ( Synod Clerk ). 

What happened on this occasion ? 

The Spirit was present. I was very much struck by the way that the Moderator linked the         

proceedings to worship, prayer and the closing communion. I feel we could learn from this for 

our own Church, Elders, Committee and group meetings in Broadway URC . The agenda    

included worship, recap on the consensus  decision making process, pastoral news, same sex 

marriage  - discussion and resolution passed (72 for ,6 against, 9 abstained ), finance including 

manse policy and end of year accounts ( £1.1m net surplus for year ), Season of Invitation 

presentation, discussion of the future of the United Reformed Church “What is the Spirit   

saying to Churches?” ( I will report this to Elders more fully ) and ending with Communion. 

When do they meet? 

Twice a year. The next one is in Birmingham on 16th and 17th October 2015. Also, the current 

Moderator’s retirement event is on 11th July (meaning I can’t make Ken’s garden party !) and 

the new Moderator, Steve Faber , from Eastern Synod, will be inducted on 5th September 

2015 at Sutton Coldfield. 

Did you enjoy it? 

Very much, even though it involved a 3 hour drive and 7 hour meeting. It was informative and 

productive. I came to realise I know quite a lot of people in sister churches nowadays and it 

was a great way to catch up with them. 

Mark 



Services in April 

All services start at 10.30 am, followed by 

refreshments in the Hall 

2nd April         Maundy Thursday        

                        Rev Tim Huc        

5th April          Easter Sunday            

                        Rev. Ken Martin 

12th April         Michael Payne 

19th April         Rev. Ken Martin 

26th April        Michael Harrison 

“New Church Secretary” 
Should you need to contact Megan by e-mail please use the following 
address:-        burcsecretary@outlook.com   This will enable her to 
prioritise her reply. 

Birthday Celebrations 

 April 6th      Megan Thomas 

April 9th      Brenda Taylor 

April 10th     Judy Aiton 

April 12th    Wyn Whitten 

April 13th    Mary Acheson 

April 17th    Dorothy Cox 

April 19th    Edna Hodges 

April 20th    Isla Kent 

April 24th    Sally Huc 

April 29th     Pat Wallace , Moira Battersby 

mailto:burcsecretary@outlook.com


Duty Elder Mark Pickering 

April 5th Easter Sunday 

Welcome Pat Wallace 

Reading Pat Wallace 

Coffee Christine and Frank Waller 

Flowers Flower Guild 

April 12th  

Welcome Sally and Tim Huc 

Reading Sally Huc 

Coffee Moira Battersby and Pat Wallace 

Flowers Joanne Griffin 

April 19th  

Welcome Judith Gibbons 

Reading Judith Gibbons 

Coffee Ann Walters and Christine Kershaw 

Flowers Audrey Harrison 

April 26th  

Welcome Megan Thomas 

Reading Megan Thomas 

Coffee Marion and John Tunwell 

Flowers  



Duty Elder Judith Gibbons 

May 3rd  

Welcome John Tunwell 

Reading John Tunwell 

Coffee Julie Stickler and Megan Thomas 

Flowers Laura Holt 

May 10th  

Welcome Doreen Martin 

Reading Doreen Martin 

Coffee Judy Aiton and Pat Aberdein 

Flowers Michael Eden 

May 17th  

Welcome Laura Holt 

Reading Laura Holt 

Coffee Muriel and Bill Nelson 

Flowers Sue Jones 

May 24th  

Welcome Joanne and Les Griffiin 

Reading Joanne Griffin 

Coffee Sheila Payne and Margaret Strange 

Flowers  

May 31st Service at Methodist Church 



Who’s in the Hall ? 

Broadway Guides celebrated their 

90th birthday back in 2010. This year we       

celebrate 100 years of Guiding in      

Worcestershire (a unit in Malvern was 

formed before the message got to Broadway!) 

A lot has changed in those times – latrines, calico skirts and company 

inspections are luckily things of the past. We have shook off the military 

image that Baden Powell was originally so influenced by. The promise has 

changed again to encourage self- development rather than any chosen 

religion and girls can now choose between being a Guide or a Scout. 

It may sound like Guides ‘aint what they used to be’ but from the inside 

we are still welcoming girls from their tenth birthday when still at first 

school. We see them through changing into seniors, sometimes changing 

schools twice ! We see them physically grow from girls to young ladies 

often towering above us. They begin often needing lots of support and 

encouragement and they leave us knowing how to support a patrol of girls 

and run activities for the whole of the unit. They may have travelled to 

countries new, slept with their friends under the stars, learned to cook a 

great chocolate brownie, conquered building an Ikea book shelf or won a 

dragonboat race but they will certainly have been challenged with       

adventures. Many young ladies leave us to go on as leaders within the  

Association gaining valuable experiences to enhance their careers. 

Guides remains a girl-only space where the girls feel comfortable enough 

to try many new things without being judged. We still have a strong 

framework of ‘laws’ which means they learn to care for each other, their 

community and the world around them. 

Let us reassure you, We haven’t changed that much, we’ve just moved 

with the times! 

Next time : Broadway and Towerview Playschool 



WHY AREN’T YOU LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF? 

On a Thursday morning, if you come into the Church Hall, you will 
find fifteen or twenty people, men and women, most of whom feel they have 
reached their years of discretion, playing at driving cars with their horns 
peeping, climbing mountains, or making rainbows in the sky, bowling hoops 
and generally having a good time amid shrieks of laughter.  Why?  Because 
they are keeping fit. Krys Cave leads these musical sessions on alternate 
weeks and we come any weeks we want, and join in as much as we feel 
able.   

On the in-between weeks, Sue Sherman leads us in Tai Chi, which 
another way of “Looking After Ourselves.”  It is a slow, gentle form of move-
ment, much of which is also done in a chair.  It stretches our muscles and 
helps us regain the balance, both mental and physical we had when young.  
It is all so easy that even I can do it! 

When we started, many of us were strangers, rather shy and       
awkward about ourselves, but after only a few weeks, that shyness has gone 
and we have become a group of friends who enjoying an hour’s fun and   
usually welcome at least one newcomer each week. 

What is more, the best part is that we are not all members of this, or 
any other church.  We are beginning to welcome people with various faiths, 
or no faith at all, and have a good time together, which is one of the best 
ways of demonstrating the ethos of the Christian family and making us feel 
better in every way. 

Shirley 

10 am  Arrival, coffee and biscuits 

10.30 to 11.30 fun time 

11.30 more coffee for those in need of rehydration! 

 

Government commitments to cut carbon 

Governments are due to submit their national plans by an informal 

deadline of March 31 to give time for the United Nations to compile 

them before Paris. China, the United States and the European Union - the top three 

emitters of greenhouse gases - have already outlined their plans. We pray that all 

governments will take these decisions seriously and submit detailed and ambitious 

commitments. We pray, too, that those who seek to derail needed action on cli-

mate because of their vested interests will not succeed in doing so. 



UK political agreement 

Last weekend saw the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat leaders sign an 

agreement pledging to work together to agree carbon budgets; to seek a fair, 

strong, legally binding, global climate deal which limits temperature rises to    

below 2°; to accelerate the transition to a competitive, energy efficient low     

carbon economy; and to end the use of unabated coal for power generation. 

While the pledge doesn't break new ground, it is an encouraging step – and a 

crucial sign of consensus before the elections. We pray that climate change     

related issues are increasingly highlighted in the build up to the UK elections. 

For the love of ….. 

Give thanks for the wide impact of the ‘For the love of … initiative from the     

Climate Coalition around Valentines Day and for the excellent video clip featuring 

so many well-known personalities. Pray for the on-going reflections of all who 

were challenged by this message about how what we love best is threatened by 

climate change. May that love and concern spur our response. 

Why We’re Praying and Fasting  

Julia Edwards, a delegate from Fiji at Lima, offers this in a reflection for the 

Joint Public Issues Team.  

As Christians we are called to seek justice in an unjust world (Isaiah 1:17), 

and as such, we may often find that we are asked to take the minority    

position for what is right, while watching others rush by, unnoticing or  

uncaring of our concerns. This is particularly true for the challenge of    

climate change. The poorest and most vulnerable in God’s world are      

already suffering from the impacts of climate change, scientists are    

warning us of the gravity of the situation, and yet we collectively continue 

unabated in our excessive use of finite resources, and in so doing, show 

our reluctance to forgo our comfortable, consumerist lifestyles for the 

plight of vulnerable people and God’s creation (Luke 12: 15). Taking time 

out of our routine busyness to pray and fast for the climate, once a month, 

is a small, practical way of highlighting that this unfair situation must 

change, while – as scientists warn – we still can evade the climate change 

calamity.  



Broadway Music Makers 

 

Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th April 2015 

7.30pm (doors open at 7.00pm) 

at The Lifford Hall, Broadway 
 

Tickets £7.00 each  

(includes nibbles and a glass of wine or juice) BYO other drinks – 

Raffle 

 

In aid of local Guides, Cubs, Beavers and Pilots youth groups 

 

 Tickets available from 
Shopwright Post Office,Tourist Information Office,Any Choir member 

Barn Dance   Saturday 25th April 

           Lifford Hall, Broadway 

6.30pm—10 pm 

                              Adults £10  -  Accompanied child £1 

                                Tickets include food and refreshments 

                            See Michael Eden or Mark for tickets 

A NA NA NURSEURSEURSE   ATATAT   THETHETHE   FFFRONTRONTRONT   

Broadway United Reformed Church 77,High Street ,Broadway 

Saturday 18th April  3pm 

£3 to include tea and trench cake 

Tickets from  Michael Payne 01386 854 759 



            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

Minister                                           Rev. Ken Martin  01386 247021 

Outreach Development Worker       Mark Pickering        07949 296 738 

                                                        markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 

Secretary                              Megan Thomas  

Booking Secretaries                        Margaret and Roger Harrington   

Church E-mail address                      broadwayurc@outlook.com 

Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 

Closing date for articles is  11th April 2015 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 

Monday          Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                      Girl Guides every week during term time  7pm—8.30.pm                                                                                                                              

                      (except the last Monday of the month when held at the Methodist Hall ) 

                      Gardening Club  (Last Monday of month ) 

Tuesday         Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Healing Service   2nd Tuesday each month 11am in URC Vestry 

                      Tai Chi 6.30pm -8pm 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Rhythm Time 9.30 am –11am in the Church 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                      Beaver Scouts  6- 7.15pm 

                      Music Makers    7.30 – 9.00pm 

Thursday       Look After Yourself  10.30– 12 noon 

                      Cub Scouts    6- 7.15pm 

                      Elders’ Meeting  7.30pm  URC Vestry 

                      ( 2nd Thursday in month ) 

Friday             PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term time for everyone aged 4 - 18. 

All welcome whether or not they go to any church 

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

