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To know Jesus better, 

And to make Him better known 



Dear friends, 

March the 29th is a very important date. It is the start of British Sum-

mer Time marking the end of the long dark nights, and also it is Palm 

Sunday. Palm Sunday is when we remember Christ’s ride on the colt 

of a donkey into Jerusalem. In John’s Gospel 1:35-36, The next day 

John was there again with two of his disciples, when he saw Jesus 

passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God.” O how I love to see the 

new born lambs in the field. Michael Eden reminded me of the long 

nights the farmers have in helping these little ones into the world, I 

might see the lambs differently if I had to do it.  

In Genesis 4:4 we read of Abel offering one of his lambs to God for    

himself and in Exodus 12 we read of the ‘Passover Lamb’ which was   

offered for the family and in Leviticus 16:15 Aaron the High Priest  

offers up a goat for the whole nation.  When we get to John’s Gospel 

we read of John the Baptist pointing to the One who will be God’s 

sacrificial Lamb for the whole world. John 3:16, ‘For God so loved the 

world that He gave His one and only Son...’    

Lent is a time of reflection not a time of mourning, a time to look 

back and also a time to look forward to the day of Christ’s return as 

the Victorious Lamb. Revelation 21:22 we read, ‘The city does not 

need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 

light, and the Lamb is its lamp.’ 

The Shepherd who became a Lamb, the Lamb who became a King, 

Jesus the Son of God. 

Your friend  

Ken. 

 



In the community, for the community 

Jesus lived His life responding to human need in loving service.  

His actions and guidance provide exhilarating, real examples of what the  

kingdom of heaven could look like here today. 

In keeping with His example, we have taken care in identifying the needs of 

people in Broadway and the surrounding area, and in discerning what our  

loving service should look like.  

Together we have prayerfully considered what we as a church should focus on 

for the benefit of our neighbours and local community. As instructed in     

Proverbs 16:3 , we have committed our plans to Christ and clearly               

communicated that His ethos to love and help our neighbours in word and 

deed are at the heart of our initiatives (Matthew 22:37-40 and James 2:15-17).  

As a result we have had some successes with our outreach activities.  

PASTORAL NEWS 

March is also the month we hold the Churches AGM, when we look 

back over the past year and give thanks to God for all that He has   

enabled us to do and also a time to look forward to the year ahead 

and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit.   

Please keep in your prayers those who are ill amongst us at this time:- 

Robin, Stanley, Edna, Arthur, Isla, Madeline,  John and Marion. We 

give thanks to God that Kathy Hancock has now returned home from 

hospital after a long illness. Do continue to remember in your prayers 

those still suffering from the flu.    

Interested in becoming a Church Member?  I will be giving a talk on 

what this means in the Church Vestry on Wednesday the 11th and 18th 

March. 

Ken 



In particular we have focused on wellbeing and have coordinated our      

talents on creatively designing, launching and sustaining activities to help 

people by combatting loneliness, improving health, and developing new 

skills (Matthew 25:14-28 and 1 Peter 4:10). Around 200 people have now 

benefitted from and appreciated our outreach initiatives.  

As we approach Annual Church Meeting it is a good time for us to reflect 

on how collectively and individually we can further extend and deepen our  

loving service to our neighbours and local community, whilst also               

responding when people show interest in exploring the Christian faith and 

what it might mean in their lives (Matthew 28:19-20). 

Yours in Christ 

Mark 

 

Barn Dance 

Saturday 25th April 

Lifford Hall, Broadway 

6.30pm—10 pm 

Adults £10  -  Accompanied child £1 

Tickets include food and refreshments 

Come and join in the fun, everyone welcome,  

a great way to meet people 



Services in March  

All services start at 10.30 am, 

 followed by refreshments in the Hall 

1st March             Rev. Ken Martin—Communion 

8th March             PILOTS 

15th March           Rev. Ken Martin 

22nd March          Phil Arnold 

29th March          Tools with a Mission—led by Ken Martin 

 

Elders Meeting        12th March 

Annual Church Meeting   Sunday 15th March 

Birthday Celebrations 

 

4th March     Nancy Rogers 

13th March   Madeline Pennington 

14th March   Sheila Payne 

18th March    Rev. Stanley Hodges 

                       Laura Holt 



Duty Elder Megan Thomas 

March 1st  

Welcome Julie Stickler 

Reading Julie Stickler 

Coffee Muriel and Bill Nelson 

Flowers Margaret Rubridge arranged by Val Williams 

March 8th  

Welcome Ann Walters 

Reading Ann Walters 

Coffee Sheila Payne and Margaret Strange 

Flowers Sue Jones 

March 15th Mothering Sunday 

Welcome Brenda Taylor 

Reading Christine Waller 

Coffee Judith Gibbons and Wyn Whitten 

Flowers Doreen Martin 

March 22nd  

Welcome Bill Nelson 

Reading Bill Nelson 

Coffee Margaret and Roger Harrington 

Flowers Laura Holt arranged by Christine Waller 

March 29th  

Welcome Noel Kershaw 

Reading Noel Kershaw 

Coffee Joanne and Les Griffin 

Flowers Shirley Caddy 



Duty Elder Mark Pickering 

April 5th Easter Sunday 

Welcome Pat Wallace 

Reading Pat Wallace 

Coffee Christine and Frank Waller 

Flowers Flower Guild 

April 12th  

Welcome Sally and Tim Huc 

Reading Sally Huc 

Coffee Moira Battersby and Pat Wallace 

Flowers Joanne Griffin 

April 19th  

Welcome Judith Gibbons 

Reading Judith Gibbons 

Coffee Ann Walters and Christine Kershaw 

Flowers Audrey Harrison 

April 26th  

Welcome Megan Thomas 

Reading Megan Thomas 

Coffee Marion and John Tunwell 

Flowers  



A Visit to Assisi 
We have recently been on a visit to Assisi, in northern Italy, to stay 

with Margaret's brother (Benedict) who is a 

member of the Anglican Franciscan Order. 

Assisi is built on a hill dominated by the castle, 

La Rocca, and is a maze of narrow, steep streets 

and alleyways. The population numbers only 

about 500, but during the summer months,  

thousands of visitors from all over the world 

swell the numbers. Everywhere images of St Francis  dominate the scene 

and sisters and brothers of the Franciscan orders live and train there. 

The main building is the Basilica of St Francis. The building was started 

in 1230, two years    after Francis' death, and took 9 years to complete. 

His body was moved there and   no-one outside the Order knew exactly 

where it was situated as the tomb area was sealed.  By 1253 there were 

two churches built over the site and it was only in 1818 

that the tomb was discovered, placed under the main altar. The body 

was in a stone trough, bound with metal and hidden deep underground. In 

1978 Pope Paul V1 authorised examination and then the remains were 

placed in a glass box within a bronze urn (still in the outer stone trough). 

It is a place of pilgrimage for visitors  who show great reverence to this 

simple man, who lived out his beliefs and 

whose simple lifestyle has influenced so many 

since. 

The walls of the basilica are covered in  

frescos done by Giotti and Cimabue showing 

scenes from the saint's life. Some of these 

were damaged by the earthquake a few years 

ago, but have been restored to their original state. 

The Anglican Society of St Francis rent an apartment there and this is 

where we stayed. About every three months a member of their Third 

Order, usually retired ministers, stay there to provide pastoral care 

 



to the small number of Anglican residents in the wider area. The service 

we attended (held in a Catholic church building offered by the local 

bishop) had a total of a dozen members, some of whom had travelled for 

two hours to get there. 

As Brother Benedict, who is the Minister Provincial 

at the moment, usually is in Assisi every January he 

cultivates good ecumenical relations with the local 

Bishop. 

With his knowledge of the area and the people, we 

were able to see places which we would never have 

found on our own. 

The picture of St Francis shows him with doves, 

which are actually live and seem quite content to stay around him. 

 

Margaret and Roger 

Climate Change 

In the December Broadsheet we printed a letter from ministry       

students in Papua New Guinea who have been studying climate change.  

They had seen at first-hand some of the effects in rising sea levels, 

increases in the frequency and violence of storms and the spread of 

Malaria to places previously clear of it.   

In December 2015 the United Nations is holding a Climate Change     

Conference in Paris with the aim of achieving a legally binding and    

universal agreement on climate from all the nations of the world. 

So what can we do?  Members of the Faith for the Climate Network 

(which includes the URC, the Methodist Church, the Church of England, 

the Baptists, Christian Aid, Tearfund and others) have asked  



 Christians everywhere to pray, on the 1st day of every month, for a 

meaningful and just global agreement at the UN talks.  Attached is a 

prayer to aid your reflections.  More information can be found on the 

website www.prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk  

Sheila Payne 

http://www.prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk


Tools' Collection 

Have you got any unwanted tools and don’t know 

what to do with them? We have the answer. Bring 

them to the Manse Yard on Saturday the 21st 

and 28th March between 10am and 3pm and we will donate 

them to ‘Tools with a Mission’ who in turn will repair them and 

send them overseas to help people in the third world.  

These can be garden ,DIY tools or craft 

tools and equipment such as sewing    

machines, wool ,cotton. They will be sent 

to Africa, where there is a huge need 

for such equipment. There is a leaflet 

available in the church with a            

comprehensive list  or it can be viewed on line at 

www.twam.co.uk 

So this is a chance for all of us to turn out our sheds and      

cupboards and find all those unwanted tools.  

On Sunday 29th we will have a representative of ‘Tools with a 

Mission’ tell us of the work they do in our morning service. 

Thanking you in advance. 

Ken and the Church in Society Committee 

Judith has changed her e mail address. It is now  

judith.gibbons10@gmail.com 



            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

Minister                                           Rev. Ken Martin  01386 247021 

Outreach Development Worker       Mark Pickering        07949 296 738 

                                                        markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 

Secretary                              Christine Waller   

Booking Secretaries                        Margaret and Roger Harrington   

Church E-mail address                      broadwayurc@outlook.com 

Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 

Closing date for articles is  8th March 2015 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

Monday          Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                      Girl Guides every week during term time  7pm—8.30.pm                                                                                                                              

                      (except the last Monday of the month when held at the Methodist Hall ) 

                      Gardening Club  (Last Monday of month ) 

Tuesday         Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Healing Service   2nd Tuesday each month 11am in URC Vestry 

                      Tai Chi 6.30pm -8pm 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Rhythm Time 9.30 am –11am in the Church 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                      Beaver Scouts  6- 7.15pm 

                      Music Makers    7.30 – 9.00pm 

Thursday       Look After Yourself  10.30– 12 noon 

                      Cub Scouts    6- 7.15pm 

                      Elders’ Meeting  7.30pm  URC Vestry 

                      ( 2nd Thursday in month ) 

Friday             PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term time for everyone aged 4 - 18. 

All welcome whether or not they go to any church 

                           

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

