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Dear Friends 

 As I drove a group of tourists down a road in Belgium, we passed by a fast food         

restaurant (it may have been McDonald) at which time I took the opportunity to point 

out that this is where the British Army had a snack before going to fight in big battle.  If 

only they could have on that very wet night as they tried to sleep in a field that was 

drenched by heavy rain and were food was in short supply. A field where many of them 

were to lose their lives the very next day, June 18th 1815. These dear men were to take 

part in one of the most famous battles in history, ‘The Battle of Waterloo’.  Many times 

Doreen and I have taken people to climb the mound which is in the centre of the      

battlefield at the top of which there is a large lion looking towards France, reminding 

that proud nation that this is where they met their Waterloo.  The 18th June is the day 

that three armies, France, Britain and Prussia met in a battle that was to decide the fate 

of Europe. Three days before the French had beaten the Prussians at Ligney and fought 

the British to a standstill at Quatre-Bras. We , the British and our Allies were in retreat; 

it was not until they reached some fields just north of the little village of Waterloo 

which give its name to this blood soaked battle.  A battle which coast so many their lives 

and changed  the lives of so many of the bravest of the brave and bring peace for 98 

years.  In 2015 we celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo. 

On Calvary a battle too was fought that changed the history of the world forever. God’s 

Son died on a wooden cross and give His life for all mankind. 

God’s Holy Spirit came into the world and entered the lives of a group of men who were 

Disciples of Jesus and have been used to turn the world upside-down. The good news is 

that if we but surrender to the Power of God the Holy Spirit, He can use us to turn 

Broadway the surrounding area and even the world to Him. We can only be used when 

we acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God and allow His Holy Spirit to work through 

us. 

Please remember in your prayers the people of Nepal who have suffered two earth-

quakes and also our Church Family laid aside through sickness and also those who are 

shut in. Also in your prayers let us remember Mark and the very important ministry he 

is carrying out in our community also his wife Kath.  Don’t forget to sign up for ‘Vision 

Day’ 13th June, when we will join here with our sister Churches. You will be sorry that 

you missed it.  Contact Mark for details. 

Your friend 

Ken       



 In the Community, for the Community 

What’s on? 

This Broadsheet contains a “What’s on Flier”. 

Its main purpose is to give people the dates of our regular activities and special events so 

that they can put them in their diaries a couple of months in advance. 

There are also loose fliers available so that you can give them to your friends and       

contacts in the community. Perhaps even invite them to join us on particular occasions? 

You will see that each of these initiatives has been designed to address the areas of need 

we have identified in our local community, namely; 

Wellbeing, loneliness, health, skills and debt.  Additionally our transport fund and      

support of the Nomads effort to get a minibus seek to help people access these and 

other activities. 

Look After Yourself 

These sessions are designed to help people improve their balance and mobility and are 

proving very popular.  

Over 40 different people have taken part and average weekly attendance is 16 people. 

The friendly and social aspect of the sessions is often commented upon as is the high 

quality of the activities that our two qualified tutors lead. 

Work Club in Broadway Library 

We identified the importance of employment with regard to staving off poverty and also 

creating self esteem.  

In conjunction with our partner , Rooftop we have launched a work club that meets 

every Wednesday morning from 11.30 to 12.30 in Broadway Library. It seeks to help 

people in their efforts to prepare for and find work. 

Yours in Christ 

 

Mark 

 

 



The Man with the Magic Hands 

Many who read this will say “Of course I did not know David “ who died on St. George’s 

Day, but imagine and then look. Imagine a tall, slim, handsome man walking into church 

every Sunday in an immaculately pressed suit. Admire the pulpit falls, the tapestries at 

the back of the church, the upholstery on the Gordon Russell chairs around the        

Communion table. Dip into the photograph albums to see images of numerous Flower 

Festivals. David was a man who said relatively little but magic was in his hands, limitless 

imagination in his mind. Through a succession of illnesses , including cancer and two 

strokes , he never gave up and handicapped as he was he learned to paint his beloved 

flowers. 

To know David was to discover kindness, generosity and humour. He had a great       

capacity to love but he was a workaholic and he expected hard work and high standards 

from everyone else. He shared his gifts liberally and unselfishly 

but if you joined one of his flower arranging classes you were 

not there for light entertainment, including preparing flowers 

and greenery correctly. More than once he arrived at my            

arrangement to say “Oh, dear me “ and out it all came to start 

again. Most of us couldn’t understand how he managed to 

demonstrate from behind his containers. 

David married Joan of the busy URC Crutchley family. Her two 

brothers are retired Ministers and a nephew Peter, a young 

Minister in South Wales met  Rev. John Morgans. John was 

living on the top of a cold, misty, inhospitable mountain where also lived an               

antisocial ,problem community virtually abandoned by the Local Authority. David and 

Joan persuaded the Broadway Church it had a challenge. With David’s car boot jammed 

with items for the second hand shop we would head for the hills and once arrived , 

joined in busy , happy days with John’s “family” - a cause that eventually attracted  

helpers far and wide and had many happy outcomes. A group of youngsters camped in 

our church hall one year ( and for those with knocking knees! ) their behaviour , tidiness 

and good manners were exemplary. 

David and Joan saw two daughters married in Broadway and then moved to Thatcham 

where they have been the centre of family life  with four children and six grandchildren. 

The youngest daughter is now a florist in Fleet and working her socks off just like dad 

would expect her to. 

Leslie, Joanne and I attended the Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration on  May 7th. 

Audrey 



A few questions for you.                                      Michael Eden. 

Did Adam and Eve have parents? Did they really exist? Why did the snake 

make Eve make Adam eat the forbidden fruit? Why do churches have 

bells and candles? Why didn’t the priest and Levite help the injured man? 

Why did Jesus have to be baptised when he was the Son of God? Why 

does Father Christopher change into ordinary clothes when he goes back 

to Evesham? That last question will give you a clue as to where Judith 

and I were answering these questions. We had been invited into a class 

of 7/8 year olds in St. Mary’s to answer questions about church and     

religion. In addition we covered items such as; Saints, Mary, communion, 

the shape of a church and where they were built, crosses with and    

without Jesus on and Noah, to recall some of the items. What surprised 

and pleased us was the knowledge and understanding the children had in  

order to be able to ask the questions and then follow on with a             

discussion that belied their years. It was a really rewarding experience 

and one I hope we will be able to repeat.       

Who’s in the Church Hall?      The Nomads Social Club 

Broadway and the surrounding areas are in a rural setting with poor transport. Due to 
lack of transport people of all ages find it difficult to get to activities and events. Events 
that would help them to make friends, build confidence, increase skills, improve well-
being and have fun pursuing their interests and pastimes. 

The Nomads Social Club is a consortium of interested groups who are working together 
to address the lack of transport. We are a community group with a written constitution 
who are seeking funding for a minibus as a way to help people access activities and 
events. 

Our membership and support is growing and includes local social clubs, community  
activity groups, youth groups and churches. Other groups,  individuals and companies in 
the community have demonstrated their support by contributing donations, fundraising 
and grants. 

If you need access to transport, or can get involved in providing the solution, or can help 

with fundraising please let us know by contacting Mark Pickering on    07942 249 738, 

markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 

mailto:markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com


Caring Hands in the Vale 

Our next special collection for Caring hands in the Vale will be on 

Sunday 14th June. This time , we shall be collecting consumables - toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, soap, shaving gel and toilet rolls. We could also collect 

small towels if anyone has any spare ones. There will be an extra 

bin at the back of the church to put our gifts in. 

Knitted squares are still needed and I have been asked to make bed size blankets 

rather than ponchos and I would be happy to use any squares that are put under 

the table at the back of the church. Please do not stop bringing in tinned food. 

Caring Hands and the people they support are very grateful for all the things we 

take for them. 

Thank you for all your help and support, 

Val Williams 

Pilots on Safari 
  

Over 2000 Pilots from all over the country congregated at West Midlands    

Safari Park for great fun in the sunshine. 

 

White tigers, giraffes, and a baby elephant with its family, were particular   

favourites as were the rides. 

 

We gathered for worship at the start and end of the day where we heard bible 

stories about Daniel and Jonah's close up and personal encounters with God's 

creatures!! 

  

A big thank you to all of the officers who 

made the day such a success for the young 

people and their families 

  

As several people commented "It's amazing 

to see how many of us (Pilots and              

Officers) there are!!" 



Services for June 

Services start at 10.30 am . All are welcome to refreshments in the 

hall following the service. 

 

7th June           Communion Rev. Ken Martin 

14th June         Revd. Tim Huc 

21st June          Mark Pickering 

28th June         Revd. Ken Martin  

Birthday Celebrations 

3rd June      June Barnett 

7th June     Joanne Griffin 

9th June     Muriel Nelson, Leslie Griffin 

19th June    June Willn 

20th June  Michael Payne, Peggy Freeman 

23rd June    Pat Aberdein 

25th June    Pam Peters 



Duty Elder Michael Payne 

7th June  

Welcome Wyn Whitten 

Reading Wyn Whitten 

Coffee Margaret and Roger Harrington 

Flowers Mary Acheson arranged by Muriel Nelson 

14th June  

Welcome Pat Aberdein 

Reading Michael Payne 

Coffee Joanne and Les Griffin 

Flowers Dorothy Cox 

21st June  

Welcome Margaret and Roger Harrington 

Reading Margaret Harrington 

Coffee Moira Battersby and Pat Wallace 

Flowers Edna Hodges 

28th June  

Welcome Michael Eden 

Reading Michael Eden 

Coffee Christine and Frank Waller 

Flowers Ann Walters 



Duty Elder  

5th July  

Flowers Laura Holt arranged by Christine Waller 

12th July  

Flowers Susan Nuttall arranged by Christine Waller 

19th July  

Flowers Audrey Harrison 

26th July  

Flowers Margaret Harrington 

 

Saturday 27th June 

URC Church Fete 

10am –  4pm 

Broadway Village Green 

Plants, cakes , bric-a –brac, games 

 If you are able to help in any way please speak to         

Kathy Hancock or Megan Thomas 



What’s On June 2015 July  August 

Tuesday    

Games Afternoon 2– 4pm 2nd 7th 4th 

Wednesday    

Neighbours on Line  

2-4pm 

3, 17   

Threads 2-4pm 17 15 19 

Thursday    

Look After Yourself  

10.30 am-12 noon 

4,11,18,25 2,9,16,23 6,13,20,27 

Friday    

Pilots 6.30– 8 pm 5,12, 19,26 3,10,17  

Saturday    

Vision Day    

9.45 am– 3 pm 

13   

Music Concert—Pot Pourri 

12noon-1pm 

20   

Summer Fete on the Green 

10 am—4pm 

27   

Children’s Activities  

9.30-12.30 am 

 27,28,29,31  

Sunday    

Sunday Service  

10.30-11.30 am 

7,14,21,28 5,12,19,26 2,16,23,30 

      More Information :  

       www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk     

       Or contact Mark: 07949 296  738   markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com            
    

What’s on ? 
 

 

at Broadway URC, 77, High, Street, Broadway. WR12 7AL 



ANOTHER MUSICAL POT-POURRI! 
 

A Charity Concert in aid of the 

NOMADS Mini-bus Fund & The Britain-Nepal Medical Trust 
 

A selection of songs and music performed by: 
 

 Ann Walters  (mezzo-soprano) 

Elliott Rooney         (piano keyboard)  

 

BROADWAY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

UPPER HIGH STREET, BROADWAY 

Saturday 20th June 2015 

12.00 noon - 1.00 pm 

No tickets – just donations please! 

Vision Day  

 13th June 9.45 to 3 pm in URC Hall  
  
Hear how society is changing so that fewer people hear about the  

Christian faith. Discuss how churches can successfully reach out to 
their community.  

People from all four churches in Broadway are attending. We will 
hear from experienced facilitators about Fresh Expressions of Church 
and how they appeal to different groups of people. Includes          
presentations and the opportunity for us to discuss  in small groups 
the situation in Broadway and the parallels with examples in other 
parts of the country. 

More info from Mark.  

at Broadway URC, 77, High, Street, Broadway. WR12 7AL 



Update on Nepal earthquakes 

Following our recent Emergency Fund collections for earthquake relief in Nepal, it 

seemed appropriate to give a brief personal update on what we have learned from 

our contacts there. As many of you will be aware, we lived in Kathmandu from 

1971-72 and Chris was involved with water supply work in the country for much of 

his subsequent career.  

The second major earthquake took place just two days before writing this article, 

since when we have been able to contact directly one of our close Nepalese family 

friends in Kathmandu and also both of the country-specific charities which we  

ourselves are supporting. 

The good news is that, so far as we have been able to ascertain, none of our      

contacts in Nepal has reported any personal injuries to their families or staff.   

However, further damage has occurred to buildings weakened by the earlier  

earthquake, with some more collapsing. With the annual monsoon due to arrive in 

just a few weeks and with the hilly ground making up most of Nepal already very 

susceptible to landslips, which can carry away the principal roads, there is now a 

real concern that the few land-based lines of communication still open in the hills 

will soon be lost. Added to this, flying around the country during the monsoon is 

often too risky to attempt, owing to very reduced visibility. So, there remains an 

extremely urgent need to reach and assist as many communities as is possible  

during this short window before the rains start.  

As you will recall, we have already sent £150 from the Emergency Fund to the  

Britain-Nepal Medical Trust, for which we have received a letter of thanks. By the 

time you read this article, a further sum may well have been sent to Nepal via an 

agreed charity.  

Just a short piece on the two charities which we personally support. They are both 

country-specific, ie all the sums raised go to meet the needs of the people of     

Nepal, and both have our full confidence in that the money will be spent efficiently 

and wisely.  

The Britain-Nepal Medical Trust works primarily in the provincial and rural areas 

of Nepal and has a long-established network of local partners through whom the 

assistance is channelled. This has enabled it to render assistance without delay in 

earthquake-affected areas and it has already been able to send £70,000 specifically  



to support its immediate response.  BNMT has teamed up with the Nepal Nurses 

Association UK to help provide medical supplies to the districts at the epicentre of 

the initial earthquake and is also working in and around Kathmandu Valley to assess 

and support the immediate public health needs of the affected communities,     

including disease control.    

 Alain Rouveure owns the galleries, shop, cafe and attractive garden bearing his 

name near Todenham, just off the A429 Fosse Way north of Moreton-in-Marsh 

(signed as Tibetan Carpets).  Profits from his business go towards sponsoring a 

school and associated community just outside Kathmandu Valley and many of the 

delightful items sold in his shop are crafted in the Nepalese village. During the initial 

earthquake, many of the village’s houses were damaged and further damage has 

occurred during the very recent second major tremor.  Alain has established the 

“Alain Rouveure Nepal Relief Fund” specifically to address earthquake relief in the 

community he supports. 

In addition to these Nepal-specific charities, the large UK and global charities are, of 

course, very active in earthquake relief for Nepal. Christian Aid (also part of the DEC 

group of charities) immefdiately sent off £50,000 and has since raised more than 

£600,000 through their own relief appeal. 

Please continue to hold the people of Nepal in your thoughts and prayers and     

support them where you can. 

Ann and Chris  

Open the Book Easter Assembly.                        Michael Eden. 

Children from both schools assembled in St. Saviour’s Church for their 

Easter story. The OTB stories run on a three year cycle, so each year the 

way of presenting the Easter story is different. This year it was viewed 

through the eyes of a soldier who had taken part and witnessed what had 

happened. Several children from each school helped with the telling of the 

story. In addition they all sang two songs, accompanied by Clare Bone, who 

teaches music at St. Mary’s. The songs were, “Were you there when they 

crucified my Lord” and “Lord of the Dance”, both sung with great enthusi-

asm. As I told the children, as far as I know, they are the only schools in the 

country who meet together in a church for their Easter assembly. 



 

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON A PRAY AND FAST DAY 

 

Wednesday April 1st 2015 in the Ribble Valley, Lancashire began with the customary pre
-dawn wake-up nuzzle from Merlin my border collie – “go back to sleep, its too early, and 
I can’t have breakfast until I have had a fasting blood test taken at 9 o’clock. That’s four 
hours to occupy – oh, hold on a mo- it’s first of the month – Pray and Fast for the Climate. 
Let’s get up and get out then.” 

 

Once the Merlin had suitably breakfasted  – he isn’t part of the P&F regime – we were out 
into the wind and the rain along our usual walk across the fields and down to the heavily 
swollen river that had, for the fourth year running, obliterated a mid-stream island that had 
been the nesting site of a pair of swans. A woof and a bark with a mouth full of stick, and 
he’s off chasing crows flying high, and then a small herd of four roe deer are disturbed in 
their grazing – similarly unconstrained by a P&F discipline. 

 

I notice these things every morning, but maybe awareness of my unusually empty    
stomach is a prompt to deeper reflections. 

I was thinking about the absolutely bold, stark and clear statement of prayer and hope 
just issued by the environmentally-sensitive Bishops of the worldwide Anglican          
communion, who have recently had the precious opportunity to learn from each other of 
the impacts of climate change in their own localities. There really is no getting away from 
the reality of climate change and the urgency to do something about it. Where are the 
prophets today? Well, thank God for Operation Noah, Christian Aid, Tearfund, CAFOD 
and the other para church organisations who have ‘got it’! And pray God that those with 
responsibility in my own local, regional and national church structures may have the   
humility to listen to the prophets and step out in faith against the fixation on incessant 
economic growth at all cost which seems to be the general drift of the world as we know 
it. 

 

Hold on, what’s that in the water-logged scrub of a usually empty field? Merlin gets very 
excited – proper play-time – until Dad gets him back on the lead. Spoilsport. After all, a 
border collie is supposed to round up sheep – yes – but not a lame ewe with two very 
new-born lambs that have somehow wandered away from the flock three fields and    
almost a mile away. Well, do something, Dad – you look like you are dressed for       
shepherding duties – torn Barbour, woolly hat, fingerless mitts, sturdy wellies and that 
walking stick which you topped with an old sheep’s horn you found on a walk months 
ago. 

 

With Merlin suitably secured, the wannabe shepherd approaches the ewe and her lambs. 
Surely its going to be an easy job getting them up the very steep slope away from the 
river bank and across the fields to relative safety. Well the ewe doesn’t see it that way 
and stamps her feet angrily. The lambs are gathered up and carried halfway up the field 
and the ewe follows, struggling with her lameness. The ewe, once re-connected with her 
twins heads straight off back down the hill. The shepherd cannot force an unwilling sheep 
away from what it considers safety. And this was one of those shepherds scripture warns 
us about – not a proper one. I wanted to do the best for the sheep – but hadn’t prepared 
a pen where I could have put the lambs to let mum join them. The dangers of what we 
know may not be dangerous compared to the risks of the unknown. So the hireling leaves 
them – in any case time is marching on and there is an appointment with the                 
phlebotomist to be kept. 

 



Twelve hours later, it is exceedingly windy and the rain is pouring down causing     
surface water streaming off the fields and down the roads. How is my ewe and her 
lambs? No time to do anything for her now. I don’t really want to go out, but an      
ecumenical colleague from the Diocesan Environment Group is co-presenting an  
educational evening on the major local issue of environmental concern: fracking. He’s 
done this before and it is good to support him in the nearby city. Numbers are small in 
the Catholic social centre, but amongst them are people from beyond the established 
church communities. So it is wonderful that representatives from Greenpeace and 
Friends of the Earth are willing to share an evening hearing about how essential  
Catholic concerns for justice for all, are inseparable from environmental stewardship. 
The evening ends with prayer – fitting for a day of Prayer and Fasting for the Climate. 
Forgot – shouldn’t really have had that biscuit with the tea…… 

Chris Halliwell, Vice Chair of Operation Noah 

  

Creator God, 

You have called us to be keepers of your Earth; 
through greed, we have established an economy that destroys the web of life. 
We have changed our climate and drown in despair. 
Let oceans of justice flow, 
May we learn to sustain and renew the life of our Mother, Earth. 
We pray for our leaders, custodians of Mother Earth; 
as they gather in Lima at the climate talks 

May they negotiate with wisdom and fairness, 

BROADWAY PLAYERS 

Present  

The Other Fellows Oats 

A Comedy 

Lifford Hall 

June 12th and 13th at 7.30pm 

Tickets £8 

Available from Shopwright or 01386 833494 

  



            Broadway United Reformed Church 
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www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

Minister                                           Rev. Ken Martin  01386 247021 

Outreach Development Worker       Mark Pickering        07949 296 738 

                                                        markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 

Secretary                                        Megan Thomas burcsecretary@outlook.com 
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Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 

Closing date for articles is 14th June 2015 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

Monday          Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                      Girl Guides every week during term time  7pm—8.30.pm                                                                                                                              

                      (except the last Monday of the month when held at the Methodist Hall ) 

                      Gardening Club  (Last Monday of month ) 

Tuesday         Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Healing Service   2nd Tuesday each month 11am in URC Vestry 

                      Tai Chi 6-8pm 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Rhythm Time 9.30 am –11am in the Church 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                      Beaver Scouts  6- 7.15pm 

                      Music Makers    7.30 – 9.00pm 

Thursday       Cub Scouts    6- 7.15pm 

                      Elders’ Meeting  7.30pm  URC Vestry 

                      ( 2nd Thursday in month ) 

Friday             PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term time for everyone aged 4 - 18. 

All welcome whether or not they go to any church. 

Sunday           PILOTS extra! 10.30am -11.30am 

                          For everyone aged 4 - 18.  

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

