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Dear Friends 

“As long as the world exists, there will be a time for planting and a time for harvest. 

There will always be cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night”. (Genesis 

8:22 NIV) 

What has Motor Racing and Flying Aircraft got to do with Farming? Or for that    

matter what has Broadway, Coventry and Stow on the Wold? The answer to the 

questions is ‘Harry Ferguson’. 

When I was in India, the farmers at that time used Buffalos to draw the plough and 

in the early 1900 famers here were still using horses and in Suffolk the famous 

‘Suffolk Punch Horse’ is still being used only now for exhibition purposes.  

Harry Ferguson was born in what is now Northern Ireland on the 4th November 

1884 on a farm at Growell, County Down into a family of eleven children.  At the 

age of seventeen he joined his brother Joe in Belfast repairing bicycles and cars.  

Early in his life he developed a keen interest in Motor Racing which stayed with him 

up until his untimely death in Stow on the Wold where he lived. Harry also became 

interested in flying and 1908 saw him design and build his own aircraft which he 

successfully flew in December 1909.   

It was during the Great War or WW1 that Harry Ferguson was brought back into 

agriculture and in particular farm mechanisation.  German U Boats almost           

succeeded in bringing Britain to her knees in stopping much needed supplies      

getting through. The best way to increase food production was the use of tractor 

power to plough up large areas of pastures to grow cereals and potatoes.  A big 

problem with Fordson Tractors was that they were easy overturned if a plough hit 

an obstruction and it was to this end that Harry Ferguson designed the ‘Duplex 

Hitch’. The design consisted of two struts, which helped keep the plough in the 

ground and reduce the risk of the tractor from overturning.  Such accidents had 

taken the lives of  136 up until 1922.  ‘One important feature was the way the 

plough was hitched to a point underneath the tractor ahead of the rear axle, so that 

hard soil conditions produced a downward pull on the tractor to aid traction’. 

(Massey- Ferguson Tractors Page 61) Harry demonstrated his new plough in 1917 

and it has remained an essential part of machinery design.  It became known as the 

Ferguson System. 

The beautiful village of Broadway played a very important part in the creation of 

Massey- Ferguson Company for it was outside the Lygon Arms Hotel that on the  



toss of a coin Harry sold his own company which was based in Coventry for 16    

million dollars.  

The Bible has a lot to say about farming and crops. Cain and Abel in Genesis 4 

worked the land and took care of animals, The Lord said to Adam in Genesis 3:19 

GNB), ” You will have to work hard and sweat to make the soil produce anything.”   

Again we have Jesus telling us a parable of the ‘Sower’ in Matthew 13. What a 

promise we have from God that seedtime and harvest will not cease. (Gen 8:22)  

But we also have a command from the Lord that we should pray, “Pray to the own-

er of the harvest that he will send out workers to gather in the                            har-

vest.” (Matthew 9:38 GNB)  It is our desire as a Church to reach out and bring in the 

Harvest. Look around you the fields are white and ready for harvest, are we ready 

to toil in the fields, to meet the needs of our generation and the greatest need is to 

know the Lord Jesus as Saviour. Food meets man physical need and God’s Word is 

food for our soul. 

Your friend Ken 

In the community, for the community  
  
How fortunate are we to live in such a beautiful and bountiful part of 
the world? 
  
Being closer to nature than people living in large cities we can perhaps 
see more clearly the gradual change in the landscape as fields transform 
from brown to green and gold, then gradually yield their crops that are 
then harvested for our food. A fulfilment of basic human need that we 
perhaps too often take for granted. 
Celebrating Harvest is therefore a marvellous opportunity for everyone 
to pause, reflect and be thankful. 
  
Shall we invite people to join in celebrating this year's harvest? 
 
There are two particular opportunities for each of us to join in, and   
perhaps invite a friend or family member to join in too. 
 At our Village Barn Dance in the Lifford Hall on Friday 25th September 
at 6.30 pm a fabulous trio will guide us through the steps as young and  



MANSE GARDEN PARTY 

A big thank you to all who came to the Manse Garden Party on the 11th July 

and made it such a successful afternoon, good food, good fellowship, and 

good weather was enjoyed by all. 

Thanks must go to Megan and her team who set it up, to Michael who got 

the garden ready in order to hold the event and for all who provided the 

lovely cakes that we enjoyed so much and made sure that Ken got a big slice 

of carrot cake.   

As a family we thoroughly enjoyed having everyone here and look forward 

to next year. 

Ken 

old alike meet, laugh, and get to know each other. Would you like to 
come along and perhaps bring a friend? 
Then, that same weekend, in our church on Sunday 27th September at 
10.30 am Ken will lead our service to celebrate Harvest. 
  
When it come to inviting someone, success is the very act of asking 
someone to join you. It is not whether or not they happen to come on 
this occasion. In fact, the scientific research shows that most people 
when invited to a church event say "yes" on the 5th time of asking,  ra-
ther than any of the previous four occasions. 
  
It's all about sow, sow, sow and trust in God.  
Rather like growing and harvesting food? 
  
Yours in Christ 
  
Mark 

“ Talking about inviting people to church ?” 

Ken has arranged for us to hear more about the ways that Christians invite 

people to Church. It is at 7pm on Tuesday 15th September in our Church. 

Let Ken and Mark know if you would like to attend or have any questions. 



A Chance Encounter 

It wasn’t the road to Emmaus—one of my favourite Bible passages—but a 

fertile imagination might find some similarities. It was Sidmouth’s main 

shopping street where we discovered The Mustard Seed. It is a bright, 

cheerful Christian bookshop and café. Run by a Manager and Under       

Manager it is staffed daily by members of nearby St. Laurence’s Church . It’s 

profits support Christian initiatives in the area. 

The welcome was instant and warm so that day’s volunteer came to chat as 

we drank coffee. We were given a leaflet (now in Mark’s hands), heard 

about how the Mustard Seed developed and that the Devon churches run a 

biannual “Keswick Conference “ in Exeter because they are so distant from 

Cumbria. Further chat revealed that our volunteer had retired with his wife 

from Purley “ Did you know Hayes in Kent ? “ I asked . He was married there 

in the 1970’s in Hayes Free Church by Rev. Alan Butler. My church before 

Broadway and where Judith went to a large Sunday school and was a   

member of the Brownie pack. Name swapping led to Doug and Joan        

Davidson. Doug was our volunteer’s Church Secretary , Joan and their three 

sons active members until Doug and Joan retired to Evesham and joined 

Broadway church. Their commitment to its work was total. Like David 

Moate they left us tangible memories. Joan a gifted artist and needle    

woman made the Commitment for Life roundel hanging on the wall by the 

organ. Almost tangible too was the quiet depth of their Christian faith. Two 

mustard seeds. 

Audrey Harrison 

Another Musical Pot-Pourri! 
 

Thank you to all who came to the above concert in Church on the 20th 

June and also to those who helped.  

The audience was lovely and generous in every way! Donations    

amounted to £538 and we were able to forward £133 to the Broadway 

Nomads minibus fund and £405 to The Britain Nepal Medical Trust. 
 

Ann Walters 



BROMPTON HOUSE NURSING HOME 

A short Service of 15 – 20 minutes is held in Brompton House Nursing 

Home with an average attendance of ten residence and staff. 

We enjoy hymn singing, Bible reading, a short address and prayers. The 

team is made up of Julie, Edna, Doreen and Ken. Brompton House have 

made us very welcome and we look forward to our time with them.  One of 

our retired ministers, the Rev’d Stanley Hodges resides there.  

Rev Ken Martin 

Minister 

An Appeal from Traidcraft 

We are most grateful for the support of our monthly Traidcraft 

stall. We have  received a letter from Traidcraft bewailing their 

considerable loss in funds. The supermarkets are selling       

Fairtrade goods. These are for the most part, not  Traidcraft 

and many people think that Fairtrade and Traidcraft are the 

same. They are not. Traidcraft deals with and supports the 

most vulnerable farmers and   artisans as well as running projects so that people 

can trade their way out of  poverty. They also lobby big business and government 

for fundamental changes to the way trade works. Traidcraft cannot compete with 

the demands and scale of the supermarkets. If Traidcraft funds continue to        

decline, it’s original pioneering mission will be under threat. 

Pat and I are suggesting that we consider ordering something from the catalogue 

when we are buying items for Christmas. From September we will have catalogues 

available for you to look at so please speak to us if you are interested. 

Judith Gibbons and Pat Wallace. 

Sue and Robin would like to thank all Church friends who sent 

cards and good wishes for their Golden Wedding. Robin was 

able to enjoy a lunch in the garden with friends, and we felt very 

blessed to be able to mark the occasion together. 



Birthday Celebrations 

 

1st September        Shirley Caddy 

5th September       Audrey Harrison 

20th September     Bryan Rogers 

23rd September     Roger Harrington 

2th September        Jenny Hemming 

30th September      Margaret Charlesworth 

Services in September 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay for                 

refreshments  in the Church hall after the service. 

 

Sunday 6th September             Holy Communion   Revd. Ken Martin   

Sunday 13th September           Revd. Richard Becher 

Sunday 20th September           Revd. Kathryn Louch 

Sunday 27th September           Revd. Ken Martin   

                                                       Invite Sunday Harvest Service 



Duty Elder Megan Thomas 

6th September  

Welcome Noel Kershaw 

Reading Noel Kershaw 

Coffee Margaret and Roger Harrington 

Flowers Margaret Strange 

13th September  

Welcome Pat Wallace 

Reading Pat Wallace 

Coffee Joanne and Les Griffin 

Flowers June Willn 

20th September  

Welcome Sally and Tim Huc 

Reading Sally Huc 

Coffee Moira Battersby and Pat Wallace 

Flowers  Mavis Payne 

27th September  

Welcome Judith Gibbons 

Reading Judith Gibbons 

Coffee Ann Walters and Christine Kershaw 

Flowers Harvest 



Duty Elder Michael Payne 

October 4th  

Welcome Kathy Hancock 

Reading Christine Waller 

Coffee Marion and John Tunwell 

Flowers Brenda Taylor 

October 11th  

Welcome Megan Thomas 

Reading Pilots 

Coffee Judy Aiton and Pat Wallace 

Flowers Nancy Rogers 

October 18th  

Welcome Doreen Martin 

Reading Doreen Martin 

Coffee Julie Stickler and Megan Thomas 

Flowers Michael Eden 

October 25th  

Welcome Laura Holt 

Reading Laura Holt 

Coffee Muriel and Bill Nelson 

Flowers Dorothy Cox 



Introducing…Baked Alaska 

From the four corners of the earth come inter-connecting 

stories of human beings living with the wild, unpredictable 

effects of climate change. 

Scientists, farmers, oil magnates, climate warriors, prophets, 

mothers, journalists and others just like you and me – we are all in the mix 

and hungry for a recipe of hope in the struggle about power.  Some will 

sound the warning bell, some blow hot and cold, while others make a     

pudding of the planet. 

Through the richly entertaining world of BAKED ALASKA, the realities of 

climate change are served up with flair and clarity about the               

temperatures involved. Riding Lights are creating an inspiring show which 

is challenging but fun, urgent but hopeful. 

The Riding Lights Theatre Company, supported by Christian Aid, Operation 

Noah and Lichfield Diocese, are presenting the play at St Matthews 

Church in Cheltenham on 14th October at 7.30pm.    

The cost is £12 or £9 concessions. 

If you are interested in going to see the show please see Sheila. 

An Invitation 
 

Church in Society Group would like to invite you to  

A Harvest Lunch in the Church Hall 
on Saturday October 3rd.  

12 midday for 12.30. 
Donations for Christian Aid. 

Please sign the list at the back of the church by  
Sunday 27th September. 

Sheila Payne 
 



Broadway Youth Activities Week 

With 54 children attending, guided by 29 adults, we had a great week. 

The themes were ‘God’s Wonderful World’ and ‘God loves us all’. 

We were divided into four teams – 5/6 year olds were the Pandas; 7/8s 

were the Meerkats; 9/10/11s were the Dolphins and the teenagers were 

called the Reptiles!! 

We followed the usual, time-honoured format of an Opening Game, a Bible 

Story (sometimes on DVD), a very silly play with a pantomime ‘baddy’ and 

water-pistol chases, a Memory Verse and Questions and Answers with 

loads of prizes.  We then sang some songs, had some juice and biscuits and 

then divided into age groups for 1¾ hours of crafts, games, races, songs 

and stories.  Some of the craft items that were made to celebrate God’s 

Wonderful World were exceptionally good, ranging from a collage several 

feet long, a button tree, painted birds in nests, butterfly pencils, bats, 

birds, decorated plates, exploding volcanoes and a massive 3-D aquarium!   

Seeing Ourselves Spiritually 

 
Churches that grow often have a balance of the traditional, and a spirituality 

that has a real authenticity about it.   

This is very much in keeping with the discussions we have had at Broadway 

URC regarding " What the Spirit is Saying to the Church". 

You are invited to join the people of West Midlands Synod to seek to  explore 

the spirituality of our tradition , connecting it to the core   experiences of life. 

If you would like to attend the event at the Holiday Inn at Birmingham City 

Centre on Saturday 17th October 2015 from 9 am to 5.15pm, please let me 

know and I would be pleased to help with travel arrangements. 

  

Mark Pickering, Representative at WM Synod 



Change of Moderator at West Midlands Synod 
  
Thank You Roy 
  

On 11th July I was part of a congregation celebrating the end of 37 years 

of full time ministry for the Reverend Roy Lowes at a packed Sutton   

Coldfield URC in Birmingham. Those taking part included John Proctor, 

the General   Secretary of the URC, and John Marsh , a former          

Moderator of the URC General Assembly. As part of a reflective,          

innovative, and inspiring service Roy invited people he had met on his  

journey to share on an impromptu basis "What Matters". We heard of his 

early years as a teacher, his time at Theology College, his ministry at 

Kingston-upon-Thames, his   decade as Director and Secretary in Training, 

Education and Learning at South Western Synod and Church House in  

London. In conclusion we heard of his 7 years as Moderator for our     

Synod. Afterwards I had a good chat with him and I expressed the best 

wishes of Broadway URC. He wished us every success with our new mission 

initiatives and asked that, as they develop, we share them with other 

churches in the Synod.  
  

Welcome Steve 

  
Reverend Steve Faber will take on the role on 1 September 2015  and is 

presently serving as minister at Boston United Reformed Church, and      

Riverside Church, Sleaford, Lincolnshire. He is also mission enabler for 

the East Midlands synod. As moderator of the West Midlands synod,    

The seniors did a lot of research on conservation and reported back 

some of their findings to the parents on Friday. 

On the Thursday, 46 children and 21 Adults went to the Noah’s Ark Zoo 

Farm at Wraxall, near Bristol.  We had a great day and the weather was 

very kind to us – plenty of sunshine but not too hot. 

We finished the week on Friday evening with a session to show the      

parents what we’d been up to, followed by food and drink and a social 

time together. 

Bill Nelson 



A Talk on Fire Safety in the Home 

2 out of 3 people who die in fires had smoke alarms 

-that did not work 

Jan Brant 

Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service 

September 17th 

11am  Signpost, 4, Russell Square, Broadway 

Booking essential  01386 859029 

Tea and coffee 

The Revd. Faber will have pastoral oversight and responsibility for the 123 

United Reformed churches in the synod.  
 

Steve is married to Linda, and they have six children, four of whom are 

still at home.  

Steve, said: “I look forward to working with the churches in the West 

Midlands. Clearly I will have a lot of listening to do as I arrive, but my 

hope is that we will work together to find ways to deepen our discipleship 

and reverse the numerical decline.  

We need a new confidence in our identity and ministry, so that we are not 

just sharing, but increasingly being the Good News in our communities." 

 

The Revd John Proctor, the URC’s general secretary, said: “The role of 

synod moderator involves both strong leadership and careful pastoral   

support. Steve Faber has the gifts, experience and commitment to serve 

with energy and wisdom, and to make a really effective contribution in this 

role.” 

  

Ken and I will be attending Steve's induction in Birmingham on 5th       

September. 

 

Mark Pickering, Broadway URC Representative at Synod 



This Month, in the part of our magazine highlighting concerns about the environment, 

I have chosen to quote from some of the recent Papal Encyclical.  It is a lengthy  doc-

ument but most thoughtful and well worth dipping into, if not read in its entirety.  I 

have selected just a few passages from it. Judith Gibbons 

 

On Care for Our Common Home - The Encyclical of Pope Francis - 2015 

  

“LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the words of this 

beautiful canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is like a 

sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to  

embrace us. “Praise be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sus-

tains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with coloured flowers and 

herbs".  This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her 

by our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. We 

have come to see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at will. 

The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms 

of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of life. This is 

why the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and 

maltreated of our poor; she “groans in travail” (Rom 8:22). We have forgotten that we 

ourselves are dust of the earth (cf. Gen2:7); our very bodies are made up of her     

elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her waters. 

 The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring 

the whole human family together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for 

we know that things can change. The Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes 

his loving plan or repents of having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work 

together in building our common home. I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue 

about how we are shaping the future of our planet. We need a conversation which 

includes everyone, since the environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its   

human roots, concern and affect us all. The worldwide ecological movement has   

already made considerable progress and led to the establishment of numerous        

organizations committed to raising awareness of these challenges. Regrettably, many 

efforts to seek concrete solutions to the environmental crisis have proved ineffective, 

not only because of powerful opposition but also because of a more general lack of 

interest. Obstructionist attitudes, even on the part of believers, can range from denial 

of the problem to indifference, nonchalant resignation or blind confidence in technical 

solutions.  



The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all. At the global 

level, it is a complex system linked to many of the essential conditions for human 

life. A very solid scientific consensus indicates that we are presently witnessing a 

disturbing warming of the climatic system. In recent decades this warming has been 

accompanied by a constant rise in the sea level and, it would appear, by an increase 

of extreme weather events, even if a scientifically determinable cause cannot be 

assigned to each particular phenomenon. Humanity is called to recognize the need 

for changes of lifestyle, production and consumption, in order to combat this   

warming or at least the human causes which produce or aggravate it. It is true that 

there are other factors (such as volcanic activity, variations in the earth’s orbit and 

axis, the solar cycle), yet a number of scientific studies indicate that most global 

warming in recent decades is due to the great concentration of greenhouse gases 

(carbon dioxide, methane, nitrogen oxides and others) released mainly as a result of 

human activity. Concentrated in the atmosphere, these gases do not allow the 

warmth of the sun’s rays reflected by the earth to be dispersed in space. The      

problem is aggravated by a model of development based on the intensive use of  

fossil fuels, which is at the heart of the worldwide energy system. Another           

determining factor has been an increase in changed uses of the soil, principally   

deforestation for agricultural purposes. 

  

These situations have caused sister earth, along with all the abandoned of our world, 

to cry out, pleading that we take another course. Never have we so hurt and        

mistreated our common home as we have in the last two hundred years. Yet we are 

called to be instruments of God our Father, so that our planet might be what he   

desired when he created it and correspond with his plan for peace, beauty and     

fullness. The problem is that we still lack the culture needed to confront this crisis. 

We lack leadership capable of striking out on new paths and meeting the needs of 

the present with concern for all and without prejudice towards coming generations. 

 We can see signs that things are now reaching a breaking point, due to the 

rapid pace of change and degradation; these are evident in large-scale natural      

disasters as well as social and even financial crises, for the world’s problems cannot 

be analyzed or explained in isolation. There are regions now at high risk and, aside 

from all doomsday predictions, the present world system is certainly unsustainable 

from a number of points of view, for we have stopped thinking about the goals of 

human activity. “If we scan the regions of our planet, we immediately see that    

humanity has disappointed God’s expectations”.  



            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

Minister                                           Rev. Ken Martin  01386 247021 

Outreach Development Worker       Mark Pickering        07949 296 738 

                                                        markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 

Secretary                              Megan Thomas burcsecretary@outlook.com  

Booking Secretaries                        Margaret and Roger Harrington   

Church E-mail address                      broadwayurc@outlook.com 

Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 

Closing date for articles is  13th September 2015 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

Monday          Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                      Girl Guides every week during term time  7pm—8.30.pm                                                                                                                              

                      (except the last Monday of the month when held at the Methodist Hall ) 

                      Gardening Club  (Last Monday of month ) 

Tuesday         Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Healing Service   2nd Tuesday each month 11am in URC Vestry 

                      Tai Chi 6-8pm 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Rhythm Time 9.30 am –11am in the Church 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                      Beaver Scouts  6- 7.15pm 

                      Music Makers    7.30 – 9.00pm 

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon  

Cub Scouts    6- 7.15pm 

                      Elders’ Meeting  7.30pm  URC Vestry 

                      ( 2nd Thursday in month ) 

Friday             PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term time for everyone aged 4 - 18. 

All welcome whether or not they go to any church. 

                                  For everyone aged 4 - 18.  

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

