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To know Jesus better, 

And to make Him better known 

 



On the 1st July every year people gather at War Memorials to         
remember one of the darkest days in military history, 100 years ago. 
It is the day that cost the lives of over 56,000 British soldiers in what 
has become known as the Battle of the Somme. It has been recorded 
that no previous battle in history had such astounding loss in one 
day. The French lost 1,580. Two quotes from historical sources help 
us to picture the scene. Jack Wren in his book, The Great Battles of 
WW1 points out, ”At 7:30am on July the first 1916, officers blew their 
whistles and troops began to leave the trenches, each carrying 220 
pounds of ammunition, a rifle, two bombs and other items.”  Irving 
Werstein writes in his book, 1914-1918 World War 1, “On July 1, 
1916 at 7-30am fourteen British divisions, bolstered by five French 
divisions, jumped off on a 28 mile – wide front.  The attackers were 
met by blistering machine gun fire; the artillery had neither silenced 
the Germans, nor destroyed the barbed wire entanglement.  On that 
awful day, the British lost more than 60,000 men. It was the blackest 
period the British Army had ever known.” Lieutenant Edward Kinghan 
a son of the manse served in the Royal Irish Fusiliers and was      
mentioned in Despatches. After being killed he was killed in action 
his mother penned the word, “True Love by Life, True Love by death 
is Tried, Live Thou for England, Live Thou for England, He for England 
died.” (Taken from, ‘The Irish on the Somme’ by Steven Moore)    
My late father used to point out to me that every other house in his 
home town lost either a dad or son and this could be said of every 
town and village in the UK.   
Songs of Praise in June featured my old training ship, HMS Caroline, 
the last survivor of the Battle of Jutland which took place 100 years 
ago. (I did not serve on her at that time!!) 
 
Fifty years ago, England DID have a great victory over Germany and 
like so many I do remember this one.  It was the ‘World Cup’ and 
Geoff Hurst scored the winning goal. 
The British Lions roared on the green turf of Wembley and the      
German Eagle flew in the face of defeat!   
 



God knows all about the sacrifice of a loved one. The proof found in 
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life”. Jesus like those brave young men going over the top was   
frightened of the task that lay ahead, ‘Going a little farther, he fell 
with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, 
may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will”.  
Matthew 26:39  
 
What a victory, what a cost, what a peace, all paid for in blood. 
 
‘We will remember them.’ 
 
Your friend 
Ken 

In the Community for the Community 

What might we learn from Barnabas? 

Many parallels can be drawn between the struggles of the first Apostles as they 

sought to spread the Christian message, and our struggles today as we too seek to 

make disciples. Then and now, successful Christian communities and successful   

missionary teams depend on all their members contributing their gifts.  

Opposition is formidable. Risks have to be taken. Fears have to be overcome.       

Defeats have to be endured.  

Enter Barnabas. What was his particular gift that God gave him? What was it that he 

contributed that his fellow Christians valued so highly? Why was he such an asset? 

“When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and         

encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts…. and a great 

many people were brought to the Lord” (Acts 11:23-24).  

Barnabas was an encourager. He was one of the most quietly influential people in 

the early days of Christianity. If he had not fully brought his gift then Paul, Mark and 

other Apostles and disciples would not have been as effective in bringing their gifts 



to mission. 

Will you and I, today, find someone to encourage as they strive To Know Jesus Better 

and Make Him Better Known? 

Yours in Christ 

Mark 

General Assembly encourages Community Projects 

Once every two years representatives from all of the Synods in the United Reformed 

Church come together for General Assembly.  

 This year over 300 fellow Christians came together for four days at a huge conference 

centre in Southport. It started with a worship service. Every part of the conference    

began with the bible being brought in and concluded in prayer. Important business was 

discussed including the induction of new Moderators Revd. Kevin Watson and Mr Alan 

Yates.  A vote was carried to empower local churches to conduct marriages of same-sex 

couples.  

The overall theme focused on what it means to be “People of the Way” and how we can 

grow as disciples, and make new disciples. 

The experiences of four community projects from around the UK were shared. This   

emphasises the significance placed on the need to go out into our communities and 

demonstrate Christian love to our neighbours. Videos were shown of how four churches 

support families, help people living with dementia, 

form a charity shop, and our own outreach initiatives.  

It was tremendously invigorating to see what can be 

achieved and was marvellous recognition and          

encouragement for all the teams. 

Joanne Griffin and I represented the 25 people who 

have made our initiatives a   successful reality. We  

collected a plaque and £2,500  to further our work. We plan to invest to make our 

church and activities even more dementia friendly, buy  new  computer equipment to 

help people master tablets, and to seed new initiatives to help make disciples. 

Blessings, Mark 



Services in August 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay for    

refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service 

 

Sunday 7th August      Revd. Ken Martin 

Sunday 14th August    Mark Pickering—Outreach Worker 

Sunday 21st August     Michael Payne 

Sunday 28th August     Dr. Tony Jeans— Cheltenham  

Birthday Celebrations 

9th August 

Margaret Harrington 

25th August  

Kathy Hancock 

Thank You. 

Dear All,  

I wanted to write to say thank you for the sponsorship for my triathlon , in aid of 

Kath Osmond. Happily I can confirm , that due to the kindness and generosity  of 

people like yourselves, the full £70,000 needed by Kath has been raised. As such 

she will be able to access the lifesaving treatment she needs. Many thanks 

Helene Gibson 



Duty Elder  Bill Nelson 

August 7th  

Welcome Margaret Taylor 

Reading Sheila Payne 

Coffee Christine and Frank Waller 

Flowers Margaret Taylor arranged by C. Waller 

August 14th  

Welcome Laura Holt 

Reading Laura Holt 

Coffee Anne and Chris Walters 

Flowers Margaret Rubridge arranged by V.Williams 

 

August 21st  

Welcome Wyn Whitten 

Reading Wyn Whitten 

Coffee Judith Gibbons and Michael Eden 

Flowers Julie Stickler 

August 28th  

Welcome Judith Gibbons 

reading Judith Gibbons 

Coffee Judith Gibbons 

Flowers Christine Waller 



Duty Elder Joanne Griffin 

September 4th  

Welcome Noel Kershaw 

Reading Noel Kershaw 

Coffee Bev Churchill and Christine Kershaw 

Flowers  

11th September  

Welcome  

Reading  

Coffee  

Flowers Mavis Payne 

18th September  

Welcome Megan Thomas 

Reading Megan Thomas 

Coffee Pat Aberdein and Wyn Whitten 

Flowers Brenda Taylor 

25th September  

Welcome Bill Nelson 

Reading Bill Nelson 

Coffee Pat and Bruce Wallace 

Flowers Sue Jones 



In 2010 Rick & I went trekking in the   

foothills of Everest-had a great time and 

on our return to Kathmandu I asked our 

Leader-middle of the photo-to              

recommend somewhere we could buy 

authentic Himalayan rugs. He took to a 

workshop by taxi and we bought three to 

be shipped over to us. Eventually they 

arrived after a mix up-they thought they were to be delivered to our hotel! 

The workers were all Tibetan refugees. 

The events of the earthquake last year came as a shock and I wondered what we 

could do to help. I decided to purchase some rugs again from the same place in 

order to provide work for at least one worker for 6 months. After a few days-

emails can work at a snail mail rate-I made contact but their website was limited. I 

went on the web only to find their whole building was now rubble. Hence I gave 

ideas of colours I wanted and they came up with designs and prices. Of course 

they needed the money up front in order to guarantee what would be 6 months’ 

work. 

I ordered 2 x 4’x6’ of the first one and one 8’x6’ of the second and paid fully by 

electronic transfer.Last month I emailed them again to ask how they were getting 

on-shipping was being arranged-about two weeks 

to completion. 

Last week I received them beautifully bound in 

hessian. There are many genuine and reliable 

people in our world-I could have lost my money 

but I trusted them. I hope that any who have 

been let down by others will take comfort from 

this. It is better to trust and believe in people’s 

goodness then be cynical and not bother to take a 

chance to improve the lives of others. I have 

gained immensely as well as I have a reminder 

everyday of their expert craftsmanship created in 

such circumstances . 

Laura Holt 



An Ordinary Saturday 

An arrangement had been made between Elmwood URC in Birmingham and 

our church for a group of refugees and asylum seekers to have a day out in 

the Cotswolds. This took place on 11th June when 18 children  and 2 adults 

arrived with Pat, their minister, and Hazel , their Church Secretary. It was a 

very ordinary Saturday -  busy for the ladies providing the catering but     

otherwise a run-of -the mill day - or was it ? 

I didn’t get to the church hall until 3.30 but what met me was a hive of    

activity. Young men outside playing snooker, another group inside battling it 

out with Subbuteo. In one area Kathy was doing a sterling job with a group 

of children painting and making ‘crafty ‘ things, totally absorbed in what 

they were doing and thoroughly enjoying themselves. There was a buzz of 

conversation throughout the room. 

A group of more energetic girls decided to walk to Broadway Tower and this 

was obviously a great success. They were amazed that from the top of the 

tower they could see  five counties, but the thing that struck them the most 

was the greenness of the trees and grass, the space and fresh air. 

The ‘catering ladies ‘ had provided a very good lunch, taking into account 

the different cultures and the food was enjoyed by all. One young man of 16 

was very impressed with the trifle, not only the taste but how it was made! I 

wonder  - has he made one ? 

Arriving in the afternoon I was only in time for the strawberries and cream, 

jam and  cream scones and a variety of cakes enjoyed by all ( including me) 

and commented on at length, particularly about the scones , which some 

people did not know and one lady said “ well we have them in Birmingham 

and I often buy them “ - a bit of one -upmanship ! 

One of the little girls, Amira, all of nine months old was very smiley and    

vocal. As everyone seemed very interested  in the Queen and her 90th  

birthday someone suggested that we sang our National Anthem followed by 

the traditional three cheers. Amira cheered the longest and possibly the 

loudest, her ‘cheers’  going on after everyone had finished ! 



What I felt  really humbling about this visit was their gratitude. To us it was atypical 

weekend day but to our visitors it was something very special. It made me think 

how very fortunate we all are. We do not have to wait for someone  in authority to 

tell us we can stay here  and we can work or we cannot. One young lady , Ellie , is a 

fully qualified dentist and is desperate to work, particularly as she has discovered 

we are very short of NHS dentists. I had no simple answer  to that. 

We do not have to live where we are put, all the while wondering if we are going to 

have to return to our country and a future of who knows what. I am so pleased that 

our church family was able to give these visitors  so much pleasure. They were a 

lovely group of people and I, for one, would love to see them again. We should 

keep them in our prayers, remembering that they were a very small number of 

many thousands. I felt privileged to play a small part in the day. 

An “ordinary Saturday “ ?.      I think not. 

 

Vicki 

 

DORIS MUSTON 
 

It was with sadness that we heard from Robert Kemp that his mother,    
Doris, died on June 27th aged 93 in a nursing home in the lovely Cumbrian 
market town of Appleby.   She had gone north to live near her youngest 
son, Charles, when her health began to fail some years ago. 

Although some people may not recognise the name Muston (from her     

Refugee Visit June 2016 

As a result of the generosity of those who supported the extremely successful 
June refugee visit (see separate report), we ended up with a small surplus 
(£76.32) after meeting all submitted expenses.  The committee will discuss 
options for using this surplus at the next meeting, together with any ideas as 
to whether and how we might follow up with Elmwood URC or others, taking 
into account what we learned from the visit. Christian Aid has also expressed 
interested in our visit and would like to refer to it in their forthcoming          
publicity on refugees.  

Ann Walters 



second marriage), many will have noticed the name of Tom Kemp inscribed 
on the wooden seat sited near the notice board by the Manse. Tom had 
been Church Secretary. 

Doris was born at Middle Hill and married into the highly respected Kemp 
family of Broadway.   They were staunch Congregationalists and Doris joined 
the church in World War Two.   She was known in those early years for 
mammoth rummage sales in aid of Church funds which she ran three times 
a year with her sister-in-law Lou.   Doris and Tom ran a Jewellery and Toy 
shop which is now Blandfords Book Shop.   Doris carried on until her health 
failed. 

The Kemps notched up some ‘firsts’.   A grandparent drove the first car in 
Broadway.   Doris, mathematically very able, was the first female employee 
at Lloyds Bank and she helped found the W.I.   In the Church she was on the 
“Building Committee” and was involved in the structural changes to the 
church building in the early 1960’s, when the roof was lowered and the   
gallery removed. 

Robert is to bring Doris’s ashes home to Broadway for burial at St. 
Eadburghs.   He now has the distinction of being one of  the longest serving 
members of our Church. 

AUDREY. 

Christian Aid Week - May 2016  

Broadway Street Collection  
 

Our Church collected £1096.79, £453.15 of which was gift aided. (In £2015 
we raised £1137.49 of which £526.67 was gift aided.) These sums included 
the Church collections. 

The total raised by all four Broadway Churches was £2421.87 of which 
£939.58 was gift-aided. (Last year's total was £3083.77 with £1396.50 gift 
aided.) 

This fall-off in sums collected was reportedly experienced through out the 
West Midlands, according to our local Christian Aid representative.   

A big thank you to all who so ably collected and those who gave so           
generously! 

CHURCH IN SOCIETY 



            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

Minister                                          Rev. Ken Martin  01386 247021 

Outreach Development Worker      Mark Pickering        07949 296 738 

                                                       markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 

Secretary                              Megan Thomas  burcsecretary@outlook .com 

Booking Secretaries                        Margaret and Roger Harrington   

Church E-mail address                     broadwayurc@outlook.com 

Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 

Closing date for articles is 15th August 2016  

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 

Monday          Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

Tuesday         Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Healing Service   2nd Tuesday each month 11am in URC Vestry 

                      Tai Chi 6-8pm 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                      Beaver Scouts  6- 7.15pm 

                      Music Makers    7.30 – 9.00pm 

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon  

                      Cub Scouts    6- 7.15pm 

                      Elders’ Meeting  7.30pm  URC Vestry 

                      ( 2nd Thursday in month ) 

Friday             PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term time for everyone aged 4 - 18. 

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

