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Dear Friends, 
A Kamikaze Pilot.   No one knows how 12 April 1945 really ended for Ichizo 
Hayashi. But this is how it began. Alongside the rising sun headband and 
pure white scarf that formed the legendary attire of the kamikaze pilots. 
Hayashi stepped into his plan carrying three things: a Bible ,a copy of       
Kierkegaard’s ‘The Sickness Unto Death’ and a photograph of his mother.  
The two of them were Christians: the final layer of meaning – of inevitability 
– about the war and Hayashi’s unsought part in it was that in his last words 
to his mother: “All is in God’s hands”. “This is like a dream,” he wrote. 
“Tomorrow I am no longer alive. Those who went on sortie yesterday are all 
dead – it doesn’t feel real. I wonder if I will be allowed to enter heaven. 
Mother, please pray for me.  I cannot bear the thought of going to a place 
where you will not join me later.” 
 
In 1st Samuel 17 we find the future king of Israel in a similar situation with 
facing Goliath, he was putting his young life on the line for his king and   
country. David was in war situation, serving on the front line. Facing Goliath 
was like being a kamikaze for it was almost certain death. No one came back 
after fighting this human war machine. When you stop and think that he only 
went there to take food to his brothers and yet God was to use him to be the 
saviour of his nation. David looked up to this man mountain and said to him, 
‘David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and 
javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of  
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will hand you 
over to me...” 1st Sam 17:45-46 
In Micah 5:2 we read “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler 
over Israel, whose origins are from old, from ancient times.” The Person    
referred to is God’s own Son, and like the young man he knew He was being 
sent into the world to die to save His people. Jesus is the Greek for Joshua 
which mean ‘The Lord Saves’. God sent His Son on a mission to be the       
sacrificial Lamb, to die on a cross for our sins and He fulfilled it. 
David went home victorious. On the 11th November 1918 after the guns fell 
silent the men returned home as victors and in Acts 1:11 Luke records this 
about Jesus, “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into 
the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.” 
Praise God for those who were willing to put their lives on the line so that we 
can have life. 



In the community, for the community 

Being Disciples 

For each of us there are times of the year that naturally inspire us to be reflective. 

Nature itself sometimes emphasises these occasions. Autumn might be such a 

prompt, as green leaves turn to red and gold and we are conscious of another    

season having passed and the beginning of a new one.  

As disciples of Christ when we pause for thought we have the Great Commandment 

and the Great Commission against which we can compare our progress. Combined, 

they challenge us to “Love God, and Love your Neighbour “ (Matthew 22:37-40) and 

to “Be my witnesses in all the world” (Acts 1:8).  

Each and every new day presents us with opportunities as individuals and as a 

church family to use our lives to do the things that achieve just that.    

Perhaps through daily private devotions, acts of worship as a Christian community, 

and by putting our faith into action by reaching out into our broader community 

both regularly and on special occasions. 

Most of the things that we do to show love to our neighbours are done quietly and 

seemingly pass unnoticed. Except of course by the person we have drawn alongside, 

and by God. Some are more apparent including our regular activities and our Invite 

Season, most recently Harvest, and in the near future, Remembrance and        

Christmas. 

The daily expression of our faith helps ourselves and others along the journey of 

discipleship “To know Jesus better, and to make Him better known”. Meeting     

people, helping them with their struggles, helping them to begin to wonder about 

the possibilities of what their life could be like with Christ in it. 

So, as the seasons flow by, what do we each feel we have done that we can          

celebrate and what are we each being called to do next?  

Yours in Christ, 

Mark 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them. 
Your friend 
Ken 



Church in Society  
 
As some people are aware, girls in Africa and other countries are having 
to miss out on their education, as one week in four they are unable to 
attend school due to lack of access to personal hygiene products, and 
due to the attitudes of their communities. 
 
 As it happens, two projects have been brought to the attention of the 
committee recently. One is through Worcestershire WI Federation. and 
requests cotton full briefs for girls and women. The lady who liaises 
with the charity in the Congo and Malawi has been advised that all sizes, 
including large would be very useful.  They need to be delivered to WI 
House by the end of November. If anyone would like to donate items, 
Margaret Harrington will arrange for delivery. 
 
The other request was on the Radio 4 Appeal recently. A charity called 
Build Africa which works mainly in Kenya and Uganda, runs one-day 
workshops for women and girls to make re-usable products and to      
educate their communities so that there is a change of attitude. Details 
of their work can be found at www.build-africa.org. 
 

Thanks 

Margaret 

Party Pieces &Puddings  
Saturday 12th November at 2.30  

 United Reformed Church Hall 
 

Bring a favourite Party Piece:-   
Reading, (Poetry or Prose)  

Trick, Special Skill  
Perhaps on a theme of Remembrance  

  
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Cost - a pudding or £2.00  
Contact Judith on 07837515363  

 

http://www.build-africa.org/


Birthday Celebrations 

November 13th    Frank Waller 

Elders Meeting        3rd November    

Church Meeting      Sunday 20th November 

Services in November 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay for 
refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service 

 

Sunday 6th November     Revd. Ken Martin  - Holy Communion 

Sunday 13th November    Remembrance at the War Memorial 

Sunday 20th November    Revd. Ken Martin 

Sunday 27th November    Michael Payne 

Diary Dates 

Remembrance Service  

War Memorial on the Green , 10.45 am—11.10am  , Sunday 13th November 

Christmas Tree Festival  

25th November  2- 9pm, 

 2nd December 2- 9pm, 3rd December 10- 5pm, 4th December 12- 4pm 

Carols by Candlelight 

18th December 3- 4pm 

Why not invite a friend, neighbour or family member. Followed by 

mulled wine and mince pies  

                 



Duty Elder  Michael Payne 

6th November  

Welcome Wyn Whitten 

Reading Judy Aiton 

Coffee Pam and Alex Peters 

Flowers Sue Jones 

13th November Remembrance Service  

Welcome Megan Thomas 

Reading Megan Thomas 

Coffee Judith Gibbons and Sheila Payne 

Flowers  

20th November  

Welcome Sue Jones 

Reading Sue Jones 

Coffee Pat Aberdein and Laura Holt 

Flowers Muriel Nelson 

27th November  

Welcome Julie Stickler 

Reading Julie Stickler 

Coffee Marion Tunwell and Judy Aiton 

Flowers Sheila Payne 



Duty Elder  

4th December  

Welcome Roger Harrington 

Reading Margaret Harrington 

Coffee Muriel and Bill Nelson 

Flowers  

11th December  

Welcome Anne and Chris  Walters 

Reading Anne and Chris Walters 

Coffee Christine and Noel Kershaw 

Flowers Joanne Griffin 

18th December  

Welcome Pat and Bruce Wallace 

Reading Pat and Bruce Wallace 

Coffee Bev Churchill and Michael Eden 

Flowers  

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the death of our dear Dutch friend 

from Tiel, Hanneke Clements, from a very aggressive form of cancer.  Her husband, 

Gerrit, died earlier this year.  Many of you will recall their visits to this church every 

couple of years since about 2000.  We became very close friends over that period. 

Some will remember when they came to the Church Garden Party at Mavis and 

John Payne's house many years ago and, also, some of you have met them several 

times on social occasions since then.  They were a lovely couple, a retired policeman 

and a retired teacher, and we had many wonderful times with them.  

Muriel and Bill    



What’s On ? 

At  Broadway URC , 77, High Street, Broadway . WR12 7AL 

What’s On November December January 2017 

Sunday Service10.30—11.30 am 6,20,27 4,11,25 1,8,15,22,29 

Tuesday    

Games Afternoon 2-4pm 1st 6th 3rd 

Wednesday    

Neighbours on Line 2-4pm 2,16,30 14th 4th, 18th 

Threads  2-4pm 16th 14th 18th 

Thursday    

Look After Yourself  

10.30 –12 noon 

3,10,17,24 1,8,15 5,12,19,26 

Today’s Our Day 2-4pm 3,10,17,24 1,8,15 5,12,19,26 

Friday    

PILOTS  6.30-8.00pm 4,11,18 9,16 13,20,27 

Events    

Poems and Puddings  2-4pm 12th   

Remembrance Sunday at War 
Memorial on the Green  10.45am 

13th   

Christmas Tree Festival 25th 2nd,3rd,4th  

Carols by Candlelight 3-4pm  18th  

Christmas activities 4-18years 

9.30am -12.30pm 

 10th  

More information 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

Or contact Mark 07949 296 738      markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 



Ten years giving to Caring Hands 

We have been supporting Caring Hands in the Vale for about 
ten years and I thought I should remind you how this             
happened. 

When I moved to Broadway, the local churches and schools 
were sending gifts of food etc. to Belarus and it was being 
transported in a fleet of lorries. The people were very, very pleased to  
receive what we sent since everything they had had  been destroyed or 
contaminated in the Chernobyl disaster. Gradually these people recovered 
and the last time we sent anything was when we sent craftsmen with their 
tools to help them get back to their “normal lives “. 

At that time each church or school decided 
for itself  who or what they would support 
next. 

Broadway URC had been sending knitted 
squares which  were knitted together by the 
people who received them. We had a number 
of people who wanted to continue knitting 
squares including Dorothy Valentine’s sister 
who is now in her nineties  and still knitting 

for us .We knew we would have to stitch them together ourselves so we 
asked at  Caring Hands if they would like them made into blankets. The  
answer was a definite “Yes please” so that is what we have been doing ever 
since. They did ask if we could make them “double bed size” and that is 
what we have been doing. 

Besides the knitted blankets , Caring Hands are also very grateful for all 
the food and clothing that we give them as well. They look after some   
people who sleep rough, so food is a necessity. So is clothing. This is often 
for everyday wear but they also prepare people for job interviews so they 
do need smart clothes for them too. Unfortunately , Caring Hands have 
very little storage space so we need to phone them and ask before we    
donate clothes. W e also need to phone them if we want them to collect 
anything. 

There are usually leaflets about Caring Hands on the back table so please 
take one. We can always get more if we run out. 

Many , many thanks for all that you bring for Caring Hands in the Vale. 
Please keep on doing what you are doing. 

Val Williams 



Arthur Kent, 1934 - 2016 

 

Arthur and Isla were married in 1959 and Isla gave up her singing career in order to 
train as a nurse to support Arthur as a minister.  They entered the mission field and 
went to Jamaica for some eight years from 1965 to 1973.  They were at the Mount 
Olivet Church there and were heavily involved in the Mount Olivet Boys’ Home, both 
of which are still extremely active.  Ken Martin remembers meeting some of the 
church members during his visit to Jamaica and he recounts how Arthur and Isla 
were held in very high regard there, even some years after they had left to return to 
the UK. 

Arthur then became minister at Bells Hill in Glasgow and then, in 1981, he was 
called to serve at the large Monkton and Prestwick North Church of Scotland where 
he remained until his retirement in 1999.  The high regard and love for Arthur and 
Isla was evidenced by the group of members from that church who travelled all the 
way to Broadway to pay their last respects to him at his funeral on 21st October. 

Arthur and Isla moved to Evesham in 1999 in order to be nearer their daughters, 
Valerie and Elaine and their respective families.  They started worshipping at             
Broadway URC and soon made many friends. 

However, Arthur’s retirement plans were soon put on hold during the interregnum   
between Ruth Mitchell’s ministry and Kathryn Louch’s ministry here.  Arthur quickly 
made himself available to lead some of the Sunday Services and gained a very good  
reputation for his gentle, thought-provoking approach, intermingled with a         
wonderful sense of humour.  Who can forget his starts to some services (‘Before we 
begin, have you heard the one about the ........!) with a couple of little jokes from his 
Scottish Joke Book!!  Sometimes, when the congregation was in good voice, he 
would have us sing ‘a song to be going home with’ and then he would finish the  
Service after the Blessing with ‘Well, that’s your lot!’  We came away from his      
Services with faith reaffirmed and uplifted.  One member described the feeling as 
‘having a really good spiritual  re-booting!’ The congregation enjoyed his well-
prepared services and responded to the innate goodness of a most likeable man.  He 
also preached on the Methodist circuit many times. 

Arthur also had a great affinity with the frailer members of the congregation,     
offering them a lot of spiritual support and sometimes, ultimately, leading their  
funeral services.  Bereaved relatives and friends were extremely complimentary 
about the comfort derived from Arthur’s care and from his words. 

Soon after Arthur arrived at Broadway, he was persuaded to join Signpost in     
Broadway as a volunteer.  Then, ten years ago, after he had recovered from his own 
serious illness of cancer in the spine, he agreed to the request that he and Pat     



Aberdein start a Cancer Support Group for anyone affected by the illness - patient, 
friend or family member. Those that experienced his quiet presence, his depth of 
understanding, his sense of humour, his wise counsel and his friendship will           
remember him with gratitude. 

Pat Aberdein recounts, ‘After being diagnosed with Lymphoma, I remember thinking 
that, if I became terminally ill, I could rely on Arthur for spiritual support.                       
Fortunately, I had a good response to chemotherapy and returned to work.              
However, I was greatly saddened by the news that Arthur also had a diagnosis of a 
similar type of cancer of the spine and that he was having to undergo lengthy      
oncological treatment.  When I visited Arthur and Isla to offer support, I found     
Arthur to be totally inspirational in his acceptance of his illness.  His faith in Christ 
was totally unfaltering and he coped really well with his treatment.  During this time, 
we struck up a friendship and, when his    cancer went into remission, we worked 
together to set up the Broadway and District Cancer Support Group.  Arthur    
attended the monthly meetings up until last year when his general health             
deteriorated.  During this time, he was constantly supporting other group members. 
After some more recent admissions to hospital, and Isla’s death, he moved to 
Brompton House Nursing Home for the final months of his life.  During this time, he 
was uncomplaining and remained interested in his friends who visited him.  Arthur 
will be greatly missed by very many people.’ 

Edna and Stanley Hodges and Arthur and Isla were kindred spirits and enjoyed each 
other’s company.  Apparently Arthur used to address Edna as ‘Sister, dear!!’ 

He was a man of deep faith who accepted calmly all the vicissitudes that life hurled 
at him – and there were many.  He was never heard to complain about anything; he 
said that worry was a sin!  He knew the strength of silence. 

One member recalls ‘On a personal level, I always found that Arthur could be relied 
on for a word of encouragement when needed.  Our grandson enjoyed Arthur’s  
Services and was influenced by them to attend his own local URC (but didn’t get 
quite the same Scottish humour there!)’. 

Despite his many gifts, Arthur was a very humble man and was much loved by every-
one.  The firm handshake, the quiet words of welcome, the gentle man, the twinkle 
in his eye and the sense of humour are all abiding memories of this tower of 
strength.  What a wonderful friend and Christian.  He will be sorely missed. 

Our thoughts and prayers go to Valerie and Elaine and their families at this very sad 
time. 

(with thanks to several members who contributed to this article) 

Bill Nelson 



            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

 
Minister                                         Rev. Ken Martin        01386 247021 
Outreach Development Worker      Mark Pickering        07949 296 738 
                                                      markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 
Secretary                             Megan Thomas  burcsecretary@outlook .com 
Booking Secretaries                       Margaret and Roger Harrington   
Church E-mail address                   broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
 
Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 
Closing date for articles is  14th November 2016 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
Monday          Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

Tuesday         Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Tai Chi 6.30 -8pm 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                      Beaver Scouts  6- 7.15pm 

                      Music Makers    7.30 – 9.00pm 

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon 

                      Today’s Our Day    2-4pm  

                      Cub Scouts    6- 7.15pm 

                      Elders’ Meeting  7.30pm  URC Vestry 

                      ( 1st Thursday in month ) 

Friday            PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

                   Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term time for 

                    everyone aged 4-18 

              

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

