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Who's leading worship today? 

 

 We come into church each Sunday morning and, unless we 
are very assiduous and read our Broadsheet before we come, one 
of the things we check on our Link sheet is "Who's leading       
worship today?"  Sometimes, in fact quite often, it turns out to be 
someone we know.   I believe that this is generally good news.  I 
say this because one of my roles in church is to be the Pulpit    
Supply Secretary and  people are always keen to tell me what they 
have thought of the service and, especially, the preacher.  The 
job title is, in my experience, much more glamorous than is the 
day by day and week by week task to find someone to lead       
worship.  Twice a year we have a meeting where we plan for the    
coming months.  This meeting includes the minister (when we have 
one) organist and one member from the Methodist church.  We 
aim to have a plan which is at least six months ahead.   

 In planning the calendar, firstly there is our Interim        
Minister, the Revd. John Sutcliffe, who leads worship  roughly 
eight times a year and we like him to celebrate Holy Communion 
and attend the monthly Church Meeting fairly often. There are 
the "regulars" who come about twice a year or more.  These     
currently include the Revds Tim Huc, Richard Becher, Mike   
Spencer, Mike Harrison and Israel Salvanayagam.  Others, both 
ministers and Lay people, lead worship a little less frequently and 
many of these have been associated with Broadway URC over   
several years.  It is  usually the case that they have led worship 
following a suggestion by one of our congregation and are then         
persuaded to join our regular group of worship leaders.  And let us 
never forget those who lead worship from among our own number.  
Although we have no fixed "Worship Group" as such, many people 
will join together to produce a service, and very good they are 
too.   

 What other things do we have to bear in mind in keeping our 
Pulpit Diary up to date?  We must put in a range of fixed dates - 
Christmas ( I once forgot it!), Easter, Christian Aid Week,        



Remembrance Sunday, One world Week, the Carol Service. We 
have an arrangement with the local Methodist Church whereby we 
join them for worship or they join us and so we include them in our 
planning. 

 But it's the Sunday by Sunday arrangements which take the 
time and the angst and sometimes adds years to my age!  Having 
arranged the date I usually receive an order of service between 
one and two weeks beforehand.  I have to convey this to the Duty 
Elder, the reader, the organist, the person writing the Link sheet 
and anyone else who needs it.  If only it were that simple.  There 
are services where we make new members, services for the       
ordination and induction of Elders, and very often visiting    
preachers want hymns, responses or other paperwork producing.   

 But for me, and I hope for you, it is so rewarding to welcome 
such a wealth of spiritual talent into our church.  When I write 
the "Thank you and please when can you come again?" email on 
Sunday afternoon, I do it with very genuine warmth and            
enthusiasm.  In talking to others I know that the vast majority of 
the congregation have appreciated the service.   

 When we think of what we are bidden to do by Our Lord, the 
commandment is, I believe, relatively simple -we should "Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your 
neighbour as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than 
these.”  Week by week, those occupying the pulpit for a short time 
seek to make this teaching real to us; to make it live in our hearts 
and in our lives.  They come with their separate personalities, 
preaching styles , hymns, readings and presentations.  We      
probably all have our favourites but, in their different ways, they 
lead us forward in our Christian lives.  And this can be one of the 
great blessings to be found when "Filling.the Pulpit"  

 

Judith Gibbons  



In the community, for the community 

Today’s our day is now one year old. 

This is a friendly and easy going group that has met every Thursday        

afternoon from two until four in the United Reformed Church Hall and     

Jubilee Room. 

The format was carefully designed to enable people who are living with 

memory loss and their companions to get out of the house and enjoy an 

afternoon with other people. Playing games, chatting, drinking tea and 

eating biscuits are the regular pastimes, with occasional special events. 

These have included celebrating Christmas in song with the Treble B Trio, 

meeting dogs and guinea pigs and rabbits that dropped in with their       

handlers, joining in with the Cordites Ukulele Band, and climbing on the  

Nomads Community Bus for an afternoon at the Fosseway garden centre. 

Members of our team of twenty volunteers join the companions and cared-

for as they spend time together in the hall. Meanwhile  companions and 

carers can choose to have some time with each other and our volunteers in 

the Jubilee Room, knowing that the people they have accompanied are well 

looked after in the hall, just a few steps away. 

The founding partners include the United Reformed Church and  Signpost 

and the volunteers are keen to continue and even grow our outreach. To 

this end we are now encouraging people with other conditions and their 

companions and carers to come and enjoy the afternoons. 

We have also invited the Worcestershire Association of Carers to partner 

with us and host their meeting in the Jubilee Room on every first Thursday 

of the month. We hope that this will further raise awareness and encourage 

more people to join us for an enjoyable afternoon. 

Yours in Christ 

 

Mark 



Services in November 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay for 
refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service. 

 

Sunday 5th November     Revd. John Sutcliffe 

Sunday 12th November    Revd. Tim Huc 

Sunday 19th November    Mark Pickering 

Sunday 26th November    Revd. Mike Harrison 

Sunday 3rd December      Revd. John Sutcliffe 

 

Elders Meeting        Monday 6th November 

Church Meeting       Sunday 19th November 

Birthday Celebrations 

Frank Waller  13th November 

 
Christmas Tree Festival 

24th November,1st , 2nd , 3rd December. 

Helpers always needed to set up the trees 

and host in the church. Speak to a member 

of the Fun and fundraising group if you can 

help even in a small way. 



Duty Elder Judith Gibbons 

5th November  

Welcome Margaret Taylor 

Reading Sheila Payne 

Coffee Michael Eden and Wyn Whitten 

Flowers Sue Jones 

12th November  

Welcome Pat Aberdein 

Reading Jill Hedges 

Coffee Marion Tunwell and Sara Williams 

Flowers  

19th November  

Welcome Sue Jones 

Reading Bev Churchill 

Coffee Laura Holt and Ann Walters 

Flowers Muriel Nelson 

26th November  

Welcome Pat Davies 

Reading Wyn Whitten 

Coffee Judith Gibbons and Wyn Whitten 

Flowers Sheila Payne 



Duty Elder To be shared 

3rd December   

Welcome Bruce Wallace 

Reading Pat Wallace 

Coffee Sue Jones and Joanne Griffin 

Flowers  

10th December  

Welcome Christine Waller 

Reading Judith Gibbons 

Coffee Margaret and Roger Harrington 

Flowers Joanne Griffin 

17th December  

Welcome Vicki Packman 

Reading Megan Thomas 

Coffee Bev Churchill and Ann Walters 

Flowers Flower Guild 

24th December  

Welcome Joanne Griffin 

Reading Julie Stickler 

Coffee Pat and Bruce Wallace 

Flowers Flower Guild 

25th December To be confirmed 

31st December To be confirmed 



What’s On November December January 2018 

Sunday Service 10.30—11.30 am 5,12,19,26 3,10,17,24, 25, 

31 

7,14,28 

Tuesday    

Table Games Afternoon 2-4pm 7th 5th  

Wednesday    

Neighbours on Line  Computers and Internet 

Coaching    2-4pm 

1,15,29 13th 10,24 

Threads  2-4pm 15th 20th 17th 

Thursday    

Look After Yourself—Gentle Exercises 

10.30 –12 noon 

2,9,16,23,30 7,14,21 4,11,18,25 

Today’s Our Day   Activities and Chat    2-4pm 2,9,16,23,30 7,14,21 4,11,18,25 

Friday    

PILOTS   Crafts, Games for all aged 4-18   6.30-

8.00pm 

3,10,17 8,15 12,19,26 

Events    

Discipleship discussion group 1st ,8th   

Remembrance Service at War Memorial 10.45am 12th   

Fish and Chip Supper and Quiz 6pm 18th   

Youth Christmas Activities 9.30 –12.30  9th   

Christmas Tree Festival 24th 1st, 2nd, 3rd  

Carols by Candlelight 3-4pm  17th  

What’s On ? 
At  Broadway URC , 77, High Street, Broadway . WR12 7AL 

More information 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

Or contact Mark 07949 296 738      markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 



As many of you know my brother is a member of the Society of St 
Francis, an Anglican order. He is in his second term as Minister      
Provincial, responsible for the welfare of the members of the  
Order in the UK and  Europe. He is an ordained priest. 
 
Two brothers, including Benedict,  moved to Harehills, Leeds ( a 
mainly  Muslim area) a few years ago to provide somewhere to stay 
for asylum-seekers while they await a decision to see if they are      
allowed to stay in the UK. This is an extract from Ben’s letter in the 
Franciscan magazine:. 
 
We settled in Harehills and gradually formed friendships with our 
neighbours and local shopkeepers by having respect and courtesy for 
all. At Christmas and Eid we have given gifts to our immediate Muslim 
neighbours and they, although initially perplexed at the diversity of 
people entering our house, have become firm friends, often sending in 
cooked food for us to share. 
My own contact here with Muslim friends has influenced and        
deepened my own Christian life and practice. I have observed how        
seriously they take the month of Ramadan rules - putting to shame 
my own dietary resolutions  during Lent! I frequently walk past shops 
on Fridays whose shutters are down with a note pinned to the door 
saying “shut for prayers, back at 3pm” 
As I make my way to Morrisons I encounter or swim against the tide of    
people emerging from the mosque after Friday prayers, whereas you 
would be hard  pressed to see such attendance at the local churches 
on a Sunday morning. 
Individual Muslims will roll out their prayer mats and face Mecca in a 
corner of shops and kneel to say their prayers with no                     
embarrassment. I am humbled and not a little put to shame at these 
open displays of devotion. These observations as an outsider have 
influenced my own Christian journey. 
Only by respecting the other person do we come to know them as 
they really are; that in these encounters we discover the treasures of 
other religions and such an attitude helps towards removing some of 
the deep-seated prejudices, misunderstandings, hatred and lack of 
tolerance among members of the various faiths. 
Francis’s Rule of 1221 after he visited a Sultan during the Fifth      
Crusade sets the tone for interfaith dialogue today - let go of              



preconceived ideas and be open to the other, allowing God to be God 
and perceiving truth not as something we already fully possess but a    
reality we are yet to grasp. 
We have the mission to be the instruments of peace, to be humble 
servants of the Good News, and to discover the many gifts of God 
wherever people are present in the world. 
 
Pax et bonum - Peace and all good. 
 
Benedict SSF 
 
From Margaret Harrington 

Want to think about what it means to be a disciple every day ? 

Then one of these friendly, informative,  discussion groups could be 

for you. In the United Reformed Church.  

Wednesday 1st November 7 pm till 8 pm. 

Wednesday 8 th November 2 - 3 pm. Transport can be provided. Tea 

and coffee is provided.  

Let Mark know if you have any questions or if you would like a lift 

07949 296 738 

What's hot in our Area? 

 

URC churches from around the Herefordshire and Worcestershire Area meet 
three or four times a year in an evening for a couple of hours. In October we 
met at    Emmanuel Church  Redditch and I attended along with about 15 
people from Emmanuel Church Redditch, Baxter Church Kidderminster, Ross 
on Wye URC, and Monmouth URC. 

 
It is always informative and enjoyable to meet fellow Christians and on this        
occasion there were three presentations. Social Media and what it could 



mean for churches was discussed. It was interesting to hear how important 
it is to have a website presence to let people know what the church is     
doing. Most people when considering attending a church for the first time 
will first check out the website. This has been confirmed by visitors to our 
church, including tourists.  

 
We heard how the URC West Midlands Synod is helping with grant support 
for the major project at Ross on Wye URC, who are seeking to re-create 
their building for community use with the worship space at its centre.  

 
Kevin Snyman, the full-time Synod Mission Enabler, gave a short                
introduction to "Walking the Way" which is a URC nationwide initiative that 
provides resources to assist churches. Its focus is a very good fit with our 
church Mission "to know Jesus better and to make Him better known. I will 
be attending the West Midland Synod meeting to learn more about the   
initiative and will bring information back so that we can determine how it 
might support our work in Broadway. 

 
Andrew Mann-Ray is Minister at Baxter in Kidderminster (about 65% of his 
time) and also has the role of supporting other churches in Hereford and 
Worcestershire as "Area Minister" (35%). In response to the shortage of 
preachers on Sundays the sermon at Baxter church is now being filmed in 
Kidderminster and "televised" live to Worcester URC. If found successful 
this option could be made available to other churches who would then lead 
their own worship and include the televised  sermon. 

 
No date was set for the next Area meeting, but everyone is welcome to 
attend. 

 
Mark Pickering 

Don’t forget to book your place for the Fish and Chip Supper and 

Quiz 6pm 18th November at the URC Hall 

?????????? 



            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 
 
Outreach Development Worker      Mark Pickering        07949 296 738 
                                                      markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Secretary                             Megan Thomas  burcsecretary@outlook.com 
Booking Secretaries                       Margaret and Roger Harrington   
Church E-mail address                   broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 
Closing date for articles is  6th  November 2017 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
Monday           Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                       Brownies        6.30pm– 7.15pm 

                       Elders Meeting ( first Monday in the month ) 

Tuesday         Table Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Tai Chi 6.30 -8pm 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                      Threads 2pm –4pm  3rd Wednesday of month 

                       Music Makers    7.30 – 9.00pm 

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon 

                      Today’s Our Day    2-4pm  

Friday            PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

                      Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term                
time for everyone aged 4-18 

              

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

