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 Dear Friends, 

MATTHEW 13 v.24 - 33 

 

In Matthew we hear the parable of the Weeds - where the wheat and 

the weeds are sown  together, due to the actions of a rival.  However 

the farmer lets both grow side by side and at harvest time pulls the 

weeds and discards them,  thereby saving the crop of wheat.  We 

then hear the parable of the Mustard seed which is the smallest of 

the seeds but can grow to be the size of a tree, giving shelter to the 

birds of the air. 

Jesus explains that the rival sowing the weeds is the Devil, but his 

harvest is thrown in the fire while  the good  wheat is used for God’s 

service. 

 

At this Autumn season, we think again of the sowers and the reapers, 

those who toil to provide our food;   I am always reminded of the 

John Betjeman poem  ‘Diary of a Church Mouse’  - this little creature 

who lives in the church and forages for his food all through the year.  

But as Harvest Festival approaches he knows that there will be a feast 

for him to enjoy - ears of corn and loaves of bread.  However he    

bemoans the creatures who only come to Church when they know  

they will find plenty to satisfy their appetites - and then disappear 

again.     

He praises the regular church -goers who, like him, attend church all 

year through to keep their faith, and wonder why the church is only 

full at festival times, both with  humans and little creatures like      

himself.  



Our Harvest Season is well under way - we’ve already  had our      

Harvest Invite Service - well attended I understand;  let us hope that 

some who responded to the invitation will stay with us in the future.  

Our Pilots have their Barn Dance on 6th October , all church         

members , family and friends are welcome to attend.  We also have a 

Harvest Tea scheduled for the 14th October, arranged through 

Churches Together in Broadway.  Please try to come along to enjoy 

fellowship with our church community in Broadway and share all the 

bounty of Harvest Time. 

 

We in the Vale are so fortunate to have the clement weather that has 

enabled us to enjoy all the fruits of our local harvest and we give 

thanks to the Lord for this.  Our global community has fared much 

worse with earthquakes, floods and hurricanes in Asia and the   

Americas.  We bless the god who gives us the strength to enjoy our 

good fortune while praying for his help in aiding those less fortunate 

throughout the world in whatever way we are able. 

 

We thank Him especially for the crops and food we eat; the vegeta-

bles and fruit and  the meats of patient animals. Help us to preserve 

and not waste your gifts  to us but to keep the world full of life and 

beauty which you have created. 

 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Wyn Whitten 



In the community, for the community. 
 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Warren Bennis is a respected writer in leadership. He defined        
management as “doing things right”, and leadership as “doing the 
right things”. It is important to get first things first. Firstly, carefully 
decide what to do, and then do it well.  
Discerning the will of God is no easy matter. It is often difficult to tell 
the difference between what we think should be done and what the 
Spirit is guiding us to do. Seeking God’s leadership and will for our 
church is even more important today. We have an array of               
opportunities that we have identified that we feel could help us as 
disciples to know Jesus better ourselves, and to make him better 
known to other people.  
Prayerful contemplation and discussion has resulted in Church 
Meeting agreeing the focus for our work in our local community that 
must be in harmony with the other activities of our church. 
Every time we say the Lord’s Prayer we are asking for help to identify 
the will of God. We are also asking for help so that through our       
actions and words people might catch a glimpse of what God’s        
kingdom can look like on earth, today. 
We have parables in the bible to guide us and encourage us along the 
way. Like the Good Samaritan, we need to be alert to spot what to do, 
and we need to be bold enough to do it to the best of our ability.  
For the good of our neighbours.  
Yours in Christ 
 

Mark 

Community groups work hand in glove 
 
The glove referred to is a "twiddle mitt". Its benefit can be several fold. To a 
person whose hands are usually cold it is an effective and fun way to stay 
warm. For someone who is inclined to have "restless hands" the texture and 
occasional buttons, bells and tassels are there to be twiddled with.  



Churches Together in Broadway 

Harvest Tea 

The members of the four Broadway churches have little opportunity to get 

together socially. To enable this to happen CTIB is holding Afternoon Tea 

in our hall on Saturday 14th October from 2.30 to 4.00pm.  

This is open to all – please bring your friends and neighbours – and is free! 

In the best church tradition it will take the form of a ‘bring and share’ 

event. You are asked to bring anything suitable for afternoon tea –         

sandwiches, scones, cakes – enough for yourself and any friends you bring 

with you. 

Hopefully, there will be some sort of mental stimulation by way of a quiz 

with a harvest theme. 

Do please try to support this event. 

 

      Michael Payne 

But the one in the photo is also a fascinating 
example of how the community groups now 
active in the URC hall are combining their 
efforts.  
 
The Threads group provided donated wool. 
A group of Big Knits created this prototype mitt. 
The Today's our Day group loved the idea since dementia is a condition that 
can cause restless hands. 
The Look After Yourself loved it because of circulatory problems (Raynaud's). 
Young people will love one as a fun present. 
The Big Knits have something to keep them occupied (since there has been a 
flood of requests for more) The Emergency Fund received the cash donations. 
The funds help people with emergency needs in our community, country, and 
overseas 
 

A marvellous example of outreach groups helping our neighbours   



Baby Bear Project Update 
  

The charitable Baby Bear Project  is continuing to support some of 
the poorest families in South Africa.  Since the last article (April 
2017), volunteer knitters have been working hard and have             
produced many sets of baby  jumpers, bootees, mittens, hats, pram 
blankets  and knitted bears. I have recently received blankets and 
garments from knitters in          
Beaconsfield, Bucks, Bristol,    
Moreton in Marsh, Broadway ,    
Childswickham, Bredon Court and 
Homesmith House,                       
Evesham.   These are then used as 
part of a pack of items given out by 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Durban, 
South Africa, to the mothers of 
new born babies. If it  wasn’t for 
these knitters’ efforts,  babies from 
St Mary’s hospital would be going 
home in crushed newspaper.  
The loving thoughts and time put in by the dedicated knitters        

continues to be much appreciated. 
Thank you to all who have been involved. 
If other knitters would like to help, please 
contact me.  
  
Margaret Taylor 

£1 coin alert! 

Don’t forget the old £1 is going out of circulation soon! 
If you have put any in charity collection boxes (including 
the leprosy mission box!) please replace them with a new 
£1 and use the old one to get rid of it while it is still 
legal tender. 



Services in October 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay for 
refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service. 

 

Sunday October 1st          Revd. David Haslam 

Sunday October 8th         Rosemary Davis 

Sunday October 15th        David Stewart 

Sunday October 22nd       One World Week 

                                        Julie Jefferies 

Sunday October 29th       Reformation Sunday 

Sunday November 5th      Revd. John Sutcliffe 

 

Elders Meeting     2nd October 

Church Meeting   15th October 

Birthday Celebrations 

4th  October      John Payne 

5th  October      Christine Kershaw 
 

9th  October      Bruce Wallace 
 

10th October     Margaret Strange 
 

21st  October    Judith Gibbons 



Duty Elder Wyn Whitten 

1st October  

Welcome Wyn Whitten 

Reading Chris Walters 

Coffee Ann Walters and Marilyn Watts 

Flowers Bev Churchill 

8th October  

Welcome Roger Harrington 

Reading Judy Aiton 

Coffee Margaret Harrington and Christine Waller 

Flowers Nancy Rogers 

15th October  

Welcome Bill Nelson 

Reading Noel Kershaw 

Coffee Christine Kershaw and Sue Jones 

Flowers Margaret Taylor 

22nd October  

Welcome Michael Eden 

Reading Joanne Griffin 

Coffee Christine and Frank Waller 

Flowers Michael Eden 

29th October  

Welcome Alex Peters 

Reading Pam Peters 

Coffee Vicki Packman and Judy Aiton 

Flowers Wyn Whitten 



Duty Elder Judith Gibbons 

5th November  

Welcome Margaret Taylor 

Reading Sheila Payne 

Coffee Michael Eden and Wyn Whitten 

Flowers Sue Jones 

12th November  

Welcome Pat Aberdein 

Reading Jill Hedges 

Coffee Marion Tunwell and Sara Williams 

Flowers  

19th November  

Welcome Sue Jones 

Reading Bev Churchill 

Coffee Laura Holt and Ann Walters 

Flowers Muriel Nelson 

26th November  

Welcome Pat Davies 

Reading Wyn Whitten 

Coffee Judith Gibbons and Wyn Whitten 

Flowers Sheila Payne 



What’s On October November December 

Sunday Service 10.30—11.30 am 1,8,15,22,29 5,12,19,26 3,10,17,24, 25, 31 

Tuesday    

Table Games Afternoon 2-4pm 3rd 7th 5th 

Wednesday    

Neighbours on Line  Computers and Internet 

Coaching    2-4pm 

4,18 1,15,29 13th 

Threads  2-4pm 18th 15th 20th 

Thursday    

Look After Yourself—Gentle Exercises 

10.30 –12 noon 

5,12,19,26 2,9,16,23,30 7,14,21 

Today’s Our Day   Activities and Chat             

2-4pm 

5,12,19,26 2,9,16,23,30 7,14,21 

Friday    

PILOTS   Crafts, Games for all aged 4-18   

6.30-8.00pm 

6,13,20,27 3,10,17 8,15 

Events    

Village Barn Dance (Lifford Hall )                    

6.30pm—10pm 

6th   

Churches Together In Broadway 

Afternoon Tea  2.30pm –4pm 

14th   

Remembrance Service at War Memorial 

10.45am 

 12th  

Youth Christmas Activities 9.30 –12.30   9th  

Christmas Tree Festival  24th 1st, 2nd, 3rd 

Carols by Candlelight 3-4pm   17th 

More information 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

Or contact Mark 07949 296 738      markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 

What’s On ? 
At  Broadway URC , 77, High Street, Broadway . WR12 7AL 



  Scripture Union Holiday Bible Club in South Africa 
 
SU has done a Holiday Bible Club for over 20 years in Merlewood, this year 
we reflected on how God has been at work not only in the lives of the      
children, but in the local community. Merlewood is a disadvantaged        
community, with few opportunities, many single parent homes, no running 
water in many houses – thus a breeding ground for discontent, crime and 
drugs. Yet when we look at the community, there is very little crime or drugs 
inside (although people do go to neighbouring areas to get them), a strong 
committed community and a friend tells me that when he goes to the area 
police neighbourhood board, he rarely has any reports of problems to share. 
The only explanation for this is GOD, not only through SU, but also the local 
churches who work in the community, but we have played a role in this. I 
also reflected on the transformation in behaviour at HBC over the past 4 
years. We commented that this year there were very few problems and   
reflected back at some of the issues in the past and can see that God has 
been at work in the lives of these young people and is bringing a slow but 
steady transformation into the character and behaviour. To God be the    
glory. 
  
For one child “Dante”, who has little self control and can lead others astray, 
we were able to take him away on camp thanks to sponsorship (organised 
by National) in April and he had a breakthrough moment with a couple of 
leaders in a prayer room, staring at a mirror and recognizing that his life 
needed to change. At HBC, he was playing up and we reminded him of this 
and showed him that he could be a leader for wrong or for good and that 
others would follow him and the improvement was significant over the next 
few days. This is the impact that we can have on one child’s life and that is 
what we are about at SU, changing lives one at a time. If that is my only   
success story this year, it is worth it. Yet there are many more to tell.  Praise 
God.  
  

(Extract from the Latest Newsletter from Susan Nuttall’s grandson, 
Peter, working with Scripture Union in South Africa.) 
  



Family Barn Dance   
 

 Booking  Now   

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 Friday 6th October 2017  

  
  Swing your Partners to a live band and with a caller telling 

us how to do it    yeee harrr !! 

 
 

        Lifford Hall Broadway  

  6.30 pm —10 pm 
 

 

 Tickets include food and refreshments 

Tickets £ 5  (accompanied children free)  

          

Book with Mark 07949 296 738 



Commitment changes lives –  

Commitment for Life remembers 25 years of being part of the  

mission of the United Reformed Church, 

25 years is a long time to be in partnership. Can you remember what you 

were doing in 1992? 

The average house price was £68,634 and the inflation rate was 3.7% 

On 7th February the Maastricht treaty was signed, which founded the  

European Union. 

Euro Disney opened in France. 

Bill Clinton became U.S. President. 

U.S. refused to sign the UN convention on Climate Change and          

Biological Diversity in Rio de Janeiro. 

Fire damaged a major part of Windsor Castle. 

Violence flared in Germany against immigrants, blaming them for     

economic problems. 

On the television you might have been watching One Foot in the Grave, 

Casualty or Inspector Morse. 

AND  The General Assembly of the United Reformed Church commended 

Commitment for Life to churches as a way of putting their faith into action. 

Having previously been known as the 1% Appeal, which encouraged     

Christians to give 1% of their disposable income to aid development, it 

would now tell stories of how the money was being used and help            

congregations understand about the structures that keep people poor and how 

to bring justice for all. 

Today, Commitment for Life is firmly embedded in the mission of the church 

and has raised millions of pounds to help people rise out of poverty and live 

fulfilled lives. It has also changed the lives of those who have visited partners 

or heard them speak in their churches.   Rev John March has shared a 

memory of his trip with Commitment for Life to Zimbabwe in 2011. 

 

“The kindness of her neighbours, and the visits by the nurse from the Clinic, 

supported by funds from Christian Aid and Commitment for Life, were   

Margaret’s only dying comfort and solace. ‘Thank you for coming to see me’, 

she said. 



These utterly poor people have nothing. So they make something out of  

nothing. It’s what they do. 

If, in the years since our visit, all had become well for Zimbabwe and its 

people, we could rejoice that the need was no longer there. Sadly, but truly, 

little has changed for the better and Commitment for Life’s active            

participation with Christian Aid is urgently necessary going forward. 

Where there is nothing, we need to continue to do, and be, something      

gracious and miraculous for God and for God’s people.” 

“So you see, faith itself isn’t enough.” (James 2:17)  James wrote his epistle 

not with the intention of telling people how to become a Christian but rather 

how to act like one. James sees faith and works as integral to each other. 

Broadway URC is a Commitment for Life church, and those who contribute 

raised £350 last year. Commitment for Life supports four regions,           

Zimbabwe, Bangladesh, Israel and the Palestinian Occupied Territories and 

Central America (Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicaragua).  We 

have, in recent years, taken a special interest in Israel and the Occupied   

Territories, and those who have contributed have received regular news of 

what is happening there. It may be time to look at the other regions and we 

may think about this at a Church Meeting. 

In January next year we hope to hold a service celebrating 25 years of   

Commitment for Life. 

           Sheila Payne 

Geoff Clark  

Geoff first came to Neighbours on Line at our church in December 
2014 and used his computer to stay in touch with his family and 
friends whilst his wife Julie was housebound. In 2016 he asked that 
her funeral be held at our church. He then took up the                       
invitation to get out of the house and come to Look After                
Yourself. He and Soozy (his long-haired Dashchund) rarely missed a 
week. It has to be said that Geoff's "self-styled role as the cheeky 
boy at the back of the class" meant that the impeccably quiet 
and calm Soozy was without doubt the best behaved of the duo. His 
granddaughter Emma visited us as part of her research for the book 



‘’Vengeance is Mine”  saith the Lord 

“Not so “says the Texas Department of Criminal Justice 

 “Vengeance is Ours “ 

Tony Shore has been told that his execution date has been set for October 18th 

2018. Whether you believe that the state has the right to execute any of it’s citizens 

or not, you must surely agree that prayers are in order between now and then. May 

I please ask for your support in this ? 

Please pray for Tony, for the girl he murdered and her family. ( Despite what the 

internet says , he was never formally accused of more than one murder to which he 

admitted ). 

Also please pray for me. During the years I have ben in contact with him we have 

grown very close and I shall miss him dreadfully. 

If anyone feels willing to write or send a card to him, you are welcome to do so 

anonymously by sending them to me at Yates Court , for me to forward. 

 

Shirley 

 she is writing about an old man who is lonely after his wife's death 
and becomes himself again by joining an exercise class. At his recent 
funeral his family told me that they were puzzled when he told them 
he was going to IKEA with me. Then they realised he had it mixed up 

with Tai Chi . 

Geoff and his family are grateful to all at the church and the groups 
that Geoff attended since it helped him in his fight with loneliness. 

The family asked that rather than flowers, donations should go to   
Nomads Community Bus which helps people get out of the house, 
attend activities such as those at our church and fight lonliness.  

Mark Pickering 



            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 
 
Outreach Development Worker      Mark Pickering        07949 296 738 
                                                      markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Secretary                             Megan Thomas  burcsecretary@outlook.com 
Booking Secretaries                       Margaret and Roger Harrington   
Church E-mail address                   broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 
Closing date for articles is  9th October 2017 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
Monday           Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                       Brownies        6.30pm– 7.15pm 

                       Elders Meeting ( first Monday in the month ) 

 

Tuesday         Table Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Tai Chi 6.30 -8pm 

 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                      Threads 2pm –4pm  3rd Wednesday of month 

                       Music Makers    7.30 – 9.00pm 

                  

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon 

                      Today’s Our Day    2-4pm  

 

Friday            PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

                      Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term                
time for everyone aged 4-18 

              

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

