
The 

 Broadsheet 

December 2017/January 2018 

To know Jesus better, 

And to make Him better known 



Dear Friends, 

 
As we approach the season of Advent we think of “the Waiting” 
and what we are waiting for. As each of the Advent candles are 
lit our anticipation grows.  It is a joyous time.  
 
However we have a problem. During the last week in August , 
whilst in a shop, I saw Christmas cards, wrapping paper and 
tree decorations stacked up waiting to be displayed.  From then 
on we have had Christmas pushed at us from every angle – 
that is ‘commercial’ Christmas.  We begin to tire of this and in a 
way become desensitised.   We so very often hear the 
words  ‘goodness I’ll be glad when Christmas is over’ or ‘ It’s 
really only a time  for the children’ . How sad.  Yes it is a time 
for children, God’s children, all of us, you and me.  We are 
blessed with four weeks of waiting, good waiting.  We look    
forward to the coming of the Christ Child.  We see delightful  
Nativity plays, with, sometimes questionable scripts as children 
forget their lines and make them up as they go along!  How 
lovely it would be if only we could cut down on the commercial 
aspect. There are appropriate Advent calendars (yes, with 
chocolate), but based on the real meaning of the season.  We 
can still ‘shop till we drop’ but for a much shorter time.  
 
Even so, taking all that in to consideration, we are fortunate in 
having a choice of which path to follow. In 
our prayers we should ask that the many 
thousands of refugees and displaced  
people are kept as safe from harm as  
possible in the many troubled areas of the 
world.   
 
May you all have a Happy and Holy      
festive season and a peaceful New Year.   
 
I ask this in the name of Jesus.  
  
Vicki Packman                                      
 



PRAYER FOR ADVENT 

 

Lord, we come to you in our waiting with all our anxieties, pain and 

regrets – HELP US TO WAIT IN PEACE 

We wait impatiently, rushing around trying to cope with endless 

preparations, not leaving space to prepare our hearts – HELP US TO 

WAIT  IN FAITH 

We wait with excitement and thanksgiving that we are free to         

celebrate the birth of Jesus and have others around us to share in 

that journey. 

Lord, help us always to focus on walking in your footsteps, living lives 

which show that life with You in it will make the world a better place. 

Lord, help us to receive your love and to seek ways to share it. 

AMEN 



In the community, for the community 

 

What would you like for Christmas? 

With today’s ever-changing, world of choice, I just had to ask. 

When we were kids it was toys and there is always a “number one” for girls 

and for boys to make it easier. In fact if you google (I did it to find ideas) you 

will even see some of the presents we had way back when. You’ll find them 

amongst “the most deadly toys ever made”. Like an iron that melted carpets 

and a gun with bullets that dented wooden doors. How our parents 

laughed. Not.  

Then, as we got older perfume, aftershave and records by our favourite 

bands in at “number one” filled the stockings. More recently the fashion has 

moved on to  giving “experiences”. Like working with keepers as they tend 

and feed animals in a wildlife park. Or driving all-terrain vehicles up vertical 

slopes and through rivers. 

Actually. Thinking about it. I might be able to combine all these themes in 

what I give you this year. Remember how as kids, being part of the  nativity 

at school was always somehow special to us.  Even when you were one of a 

dozen angels and I was one of the trees by the stable. 

Always at Number One for baby (and adult) Jesus was “love one another” . 

Remember too the Christmas record that ended “Why don’t you give your 

love for Christmas”. 

Sounds like a plan. 

Mind you. It didn’t make “number one” that year. 

It was kept off top spot by the song “ I wish it could 

be Christmas Everyday”. 

Maybe that’s the start of another plan? 

 

 

Merry Christmas 

Love 

Mark x 



Services in December 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay for 
refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service. 

 

Sunday 3rd December         Revd. John Sutcliffe    - Holy Communion 

Sunday 10th December       Jo Williamson 

Sunday 17th December       3pm  Candlelight Carol Service   

                                                 led by Michael Payne  

Sunday 24th December       Worship Group 

Monday 25th December     Revd. Tony Williams 

Sunday 31st December       Su Bailey 

 

Sunday 7th January               Revd. Richard Becher     - Holy Communion 

Sunday 14th January             Revd. John Sutcliffe 

Sunday 21st January              Methodist Church  3pm   - 

                                                  Service for Christian Unity 

Sunday 28th January             Commitment for Life  

Elders Meeting     8th January 2018 

Church Meeting    14th January 2018 

No Elders or Church Meetings in December 



Duty Elder To be shared 

3rd December   

Welcome Bruce Wallace 

Reading Pat Wallace 

Coffee Sue Jones and Joanne Griffin 

Flowers Christmas Tree Festival 

10th December  

Welcome Christine Waller 

Reading Judith Gibbons 

Coffee Margaret and Roger Harrington 

Flowers Joanne Griffin 

17th December  

Welcome Vicki Packman 

Reading Megan Thomas 

Coffee Bev Churchill and Ann Walters 

Flowers Flower Guild 

24th December  

Welcome Joanne Griffin 

Reading Julie Stickler 

Coffee Pat and Bruce Wallace 

Flowers Flower Guild 

25th December To be confirmed 

31st December To be confirmed 



Birthday Celebrations 

2nd December   Marion Tunwell 

5th December     Noel Kershaw 

13th December    Bev Churchill 

16th December    Vicki Packman 

21st January      Ann Walters 

30th January     Michael Eden 

31st January     Christine Waller 

Broadway Youth Christmas Activities morning  Saturday  9th            

December at United Reformed Church Hall. Open to all aged 4 –18. 

Starts 9.30—12.30. Costs £1 per child and includes refreshments.       

A fun morning of song, stories and craft. 

The artwork in this month’s               

Broadsheet has been supplied by 

Broadway Pilots after being asked to 

design a  cover picture for the        

Grapevine. As they were all so brilliant 

we have included them in the      

Broadsheet. 



What’s On December January 2018 

Sunday Service 10.30—11.30 am 3,10,17,24, 25, 

31 

7,14,28 

Tuesday   

Table Games Afternoon 2-4pm 5th  

Wednesday   

Neighbours on Line  Computers and Internet 

Coaching    2-4pm 

13th 10,24 

Threads  2-4pm 20th 17th 

Thursday   

Look After Yourself—Gentle Exercises 

10.30 –12 noon 

7,14,21 4,11,18,25 

Today’s Our Day   Activities and Chat    2-4pm 7,14,21 4,11,18,25 

Friday   

PILOTS   Crafts, Games for all aged 4-18    8,15 12,19,26 

Events   

Youth Christmas Activities 9.30 –12.30 9th   

Christmas Tree Festival 1st, 2nd, 3rd  

Carols by Candlelight 3-4pm 17th  

More information 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 

Or contact Mark 07949 296 738      markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 

What’s On ? 
At  Broadway URC , 77, High Street, Broadway . WR12 7AL 



Report from Church in Society  Committee (CISC) 
Emergency Fund 
       
A receipt has been received from The  British Red Cross for the 
£150.00 sent for the Caribbean Hurricane Appeal: the letter can be 
read on the CISC pin board in the church lobby.  It is proposed that 
the next sum of £150, once raised, be sent through the DEC appeal 
for the Ringhyah people. 
 
Local  Special Collection at Christmas 
  
The committee felt that, with the present benefit payment delay  
causing acute problems for some, it would be appropriate to send 
monies to Caring Hands in the Vale to help them with their work with 
those in need  in Evesham and the surrounding area.  The collection 
would be on 17

th
 and 24th December and Christmas Day. 

  
Church in Society Committee 

TLS Gateways into Worship: “Not so much a programme, more an             
experience”. 

And on reflection I have found it to be the case. As expected, the taught 
content whether delivered through private study or workshops was first 
class. What took me completely by surprise and has been very touching was 
the support of old friends at Broadway URC and new friends at Emmanuel 
Church Redditch. You have helped me to explore Christian worship, become 
better equipped in leading worship, and contemplate other settings and  
formats that could supplement our current Sunday Service. I feel called to 
focus on Broadway and the surrounding area, rather than to extend my   
activities further afield, and look forward to contributing to the creation of 
worship for both our current congregation and for people in the early stages 
of their faith journeys. 

Thank you also for the celebration last Sunday. It was an emotional occasion 
for me, and I will forever treasure, and use, the gift of an NRSV bible. 

God Bless 

Mark  



Our church is part of the West Midlands Synod, Every two years a special 

event is arranged at the Holiday Inn in Birmingham to which all are invited. 

This year I attended because the topic “Missional discipleship/People of the 

Way” was such a good match to our outreach development activities.  

Around 300 people from the 132 URC churches in the West Midlands 

attended and I found it to be informative and invigorating. 

There were addresses to the  whole conference,  including by the           

moderator, and by Julie Jefferies who talked about the nationwide work of 

Open the Book which we deliver to both of the village schools. Delegates 

also selected three sessions to attend from the 9 available. 

Because of the relevance to our outreach work I subsequently arranged  

daytime and evening sessions in our church and invited members of the 

congregation to explore what Missional Discipleship could mean for us and 

how the new resources might support our work. 

This will be further discussed at Elders and Church Meeting so that we can 

decide together the direction we want to take.  

With teams being formed to focus on Prayer, and on Worship,  as priorities 

there is potentially some very useful written and video material available to 

help us in “Walking the Way - living the life of Jesus everyday”. 

If anyone would like to hear more please ask me or give me a call. 

Mark 

 



Pilots Remember, and Look  to the Future  
 
On two Friday nights this year, our Pilots reflected on       
“ The tree of Peace has its roots in Justice”. A dead 
branch was brought into the church as a symbol of how 
peace can die without Justice and fairness, and that  
without Peace the horrors of war are allowed to affect 
children and adults.  
Twenty young folk aged between 4 and 10 wrote on   
parcel tags the things that they were thankful for, and 
the things that they thought were unfair, and tied them to the branch. These 
were then collated and prayed over in the prayers of thanks and the prayers 
for others and ourselves in Sunday Service.  

 
Gary, a serving RAF engineer who has been to the British Virgin Isles as part 

of the relief effort,  and Danny, who had worked 
on RAF radar during the 
Cold War gave examples 
of how it is important to 
win Peace.   

 
Pilots each dropped 

crepe paper poppies that fluttered down to short 
prayer of remembrance of people affected by war.  
On Remembrance Sunday, Pilots and their parents 
joined the large group of people at the service at the 
village war memorial and planted clay poppies that had been made by 
Broadway First School. 
 



            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 
 
Outreach Development Worker      Mark Pickering        07949 296 738 
                                                      markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Secretary                             Megan Thomas  burcsecretary@outlook.com 
Booking Secretaries                       Margaret and Roger Harrington   
Church E-mail address                   broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 
Closing date for articles is  8th January 2018 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
Monday           Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                       Brownies        6.30pm– 7.15pm 

                       Elders Meeting ( first Monday in the month ) 

Tuesday         Table Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Tai Chi 6.30 -8pm 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                      Threads 2pm –4pm  3rd Wednesday of month 

                       Music Makers    7.30 – 9.00pm 

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon 

                      Today’s Our Day    2-4pm  

Friday            PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

                      Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term                
time for everyone aged 4-18 

              

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

