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It takes Three to heal!! 

Knock the Spirit out of a child and the spiritual health of our nation will be 
the poorer when they are older. If the Spirit hadn’t responded to what 
God said in the beginning would there have been light in the darkness and 
so many good things to celebrate? 

  It takes two to tango, but dancing around the issue doesn’t help and the 
fact is it takes three to heal the world — Father, Son AND Spirit. If one is 
missing the pain remains so I’m not surprised we seem to be concerned by 
some health crisis or other. We’re knocking the Spirit out of life! 

  Bad health can bring a lot of darkness with it whether it be physical 
health or mental health and the National Health Service are struggling with 
both. Cancer, obesity, dementia, depression and so much more are      
physical and mental health concerns, but we neglect one that can bring 
light into our darkness — spiritual health! Why are we knocking the Spirit 
out of life? 

  It starts with a child in whom the Spirit is growing, but fear, and                
legislation introduced because of the fear, denies our children the          
opportunities to discover the spirit of adventure and natural gifts within 
them. A blame culture has evolved and it’s always someone else’s fault — 
parent, teacher, doctor, stranger, neighbour. God says, “let there be light 
in this darkness,” but we’re knocking the spirit out of life! 

  Schools are reducing the time given to physical education and there is 
very little opportunity for spiritual education. It suggests the physical 
health and spiritual health of our children is not as important as the       
academic head knowledge. That pressure to achieve contributes to poor 
mental health rather than good unless combined with spiritual and     
physical health. It takes all three for a child to have good health! 

  We will achieve a much healthier nation — even world — when the 
health “trinity” is recognised as necessary for the future. Mental health 
and physical health are draining the resources of the National Health    
Service, but spiritual health can provide light in the darkness. 



   Good mental health, physical health and spiritual health are what makes 
an individual whole and helps a child realise his or her full potential, but as 
long as we continue to knock the spirit out of life there will be darkness!     

   I sometimes feel as if the Church has become like a car parked up and is 
going nowhere because it has no engine. It doesn’t matter how good it 
looks, without the energy to do what it is meant to do it will do nothing.  

  That energy comes from the engine of our faith, the power the Holy Spirit 
gives, and enables us to do what the Father and the Son want us to do. So 
when God says something it is for the Spirit hovering within us to help it 
happen, not just to expect the Father and Son to do it for us! 

  So, if we continue to knock the Spirit out of a child who will be left to do 
what God wants people to do in the world? It takes three to make a healthy 
world so when we embrace spiritual health our mental and physical health 
will get better.  

 

God Bless, Richard 

Pastoral Care Meeting 

Following the recent revision of the Pastoral Care list, Pat Aberdein would 

like to invite all in the congregation to a meeting. The purpose of the 

meeting is to make everyone aware of these current changes. Other   

changes will be discussed on Friday 5th July at 10.30am , refreshments will 

be provided.  

A warm welcome awaits you all. 

Pat Aberdein 



Archbishop of Canterbury at our Pilgrimage Trip 

 

Worcester Cathedral was our 8th outing. We 
clocked up our 100th Pilgrim on the Nomads 
Community Bus 

The picture shows the leather boots and staff 
of the 15th century Worcester Pilgrim       
alongside the Nordic walking poles of the     
present day pilgrim from Look After Yourself.  

Our reflection and worship  was an opportunity to reflect on, and share, 
what Pilgrimage and community means to us as we journey through life.  

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, was also there for our visit, as 
were a good number of Bishops.   

 

July Pilgrimage trips—Open to everyone.  

Let Joanne Griffin know if you'd like to join us 01386 
858918 

 

Wednesday 10th July Cirencester, Ashcroft URC 

Saturday 13th July we are joining the rest of URC 
West Midlands Synod for a stroll of around a mile at 

Rodborough and Minchinhampton Common. Suitable for wheelchairs.  

Wednesday 14th August Deerhurst Saxon Church and Newent Christian 
bookshop for lunch 

Wednesday 4th September Cheltenham, including Warden Hill URC for 
lunch 

 



Update from Threads  and friends June 2019 

Since January the following have been made and 

sent on  

January      17 Baby Sets and 4 Blankets to Baby 

Bear project in South Africa 

March        46 baby sets, 6 blankets and 8 hat and 

mitten sets to Baby Bear Project 

April            Big blankets made from squares to Austen Court, Evesham 

                     2 knee blankets made from squares to St Richards Hospice 

                      

 

                     2 baby blankets, 6 baby hats, 2 twiddlemits to Care UK refugee 

camp in Greece via Evesham Elim Christian Centre 

April              5 baby blankets and 15 baby hats  to Care UK as above 

June             12 baby blankets and 48 babysets to Baby Bear Project 

                      7 baby blankets ,14 baby hats , 5 tiddlemits to Care UK               

refugee camp, Greece 

July                 12 twiddlemits ready for Cheltenham Hospital dementia   

patients 

Thank you to all who knit, sew , crochet or donate wool. This is a           

wonderful effort by everyone 

Thank you 

Margaret Taylor 

 



Birthday Celebrations 

15th   July   Robert Kemp 

21st  July    Mavis Payne 

26th   July   Alex Peters  

 

9th August     Margaret Harrington 

20th August   Sara Williams 

 

Church Fete 

Saturday 31st August  

Broadway Green 

If you are able to help in any way please speak to Wyn 

 



Services in July and August 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay 
for refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service. 

 

Sunday 7th July            Revd. Richard Becher 

Sunday 14th July           Revd. Jo Williamson 

Sunday 21st July           Revd. Richard Becher with 

                                      Marion Tunwell . Songs of Praise 

Sunday 28th July          Rosemary Davis 

 

Sunday 4th August        Revd. Richard Becher 

Sunday 11th August       Claudette Binns 

Sunday 18th August       Su Bailey 

Sunday 25th August       John Sutcliffe 

 

Sunday 1st September   Revd. Richard Becher 

 

Elders Meetings         1st July 

Church Meeting          21st July 

There are no Elders or Church Meetings in August 



Elder Pat Wallace 

Sunday 7th July  

Welcome Margaret Taylor 

Reading Judith Gibbons  

Coffee Judith Gibbons and Wyn Whitten 

Flowers Susan Nuttall 

Sunday 14th July  

Welcome Jill Hedges 

Reading Sheila Payne 

Coffee Marilyn and Eric Watts 

Flowers Laura Holt 

Sunday 21st July  

Welcome Pat Aberdein 

Reading Noel Kershaw 

Coffee Virginia Becher and Christine Kershaw 

Flowers Vicki Packman 

Sunday 28th July  

Welcome Ian Tucker 

Reading Maggie Tucker 

Coffee Margaret and Roger Harrington 

Flowers Sue Jones 



Elder Wyn Whitten 

Sunday 4th August  

Welcome Judith Gibbons 

Reading Wyn Whitten 

Coffee Joanne Griffin and Laura Holt 

Flowers Christine Kershaw 

Sunday  11th August  

Welcome Pat Davis 

Reading Michael Davis 

Coffee Sue Jones and Christine Waller 

Flowers  

Sunday 18th August  

Welcome Bruce Wallace 

Reading Judy Aiton 

Coffee Pat Wallace and Judy Aiton 

Flowers Christine Waller 

Sunday 25th August  

Welcome Judith Gibbons 

Reading Frank Waller 

Coffee Pam and Alex Peters 

Flowers  



What’s On July August September 

Sunday Service 10.30—11.30 am 7,14,28 4,11,18,25 1,8,22,29 

Tuesday    

Table Games Afternoon 2-4pm 9th 6th 3rd 

Wednesday    

Neighbours on Line  Computers and  

Internet Coaching    2-4pm 

3,17  Holiday 4,18 

Threads  2-4pm 18th 21st 18th 

Thursday    

Look After Yourself—Gentle Exercises    

10.30 –12 noon 

11,18,25 1,8,15,22, 

29 

5,12,19,26 

Today’s Our Day   Activities and Chat    

2-4pm 

4,11,18,25 1,8,15,22, 

29 

5,12,19,26 

Friday    

PILOTS   Crafts, Games for all aged     

4-18   6.30-8.00pm 

   

Events    

Pilgrimage trips 10th,13th 14th 4th 

Pop in lunch 11.45 –1.15 4th   

Youth Activities Week 29,30,31 1,  

Summer Fete on Small Green  31st  

What’s On ? 
At  Broadway URC , 77, High Street, Broadway . WR12 7AL 



A few comments from the Caring Hands 2018-2019 annual report: 

‘The past year has been the busiest Caring Hands in the Vale has                

experienced, both in the support we have received from our local               

community and the number of referrals received for the resources we are 

able to provide’  

The food bank provided 704 food parcels providing 35,000 meals for 1,600 

people - an increase of 52% over 2 years. In particular there has been a    

significant increase in referrals for family food parcels. Household Bank    

referrals have increased 36% in one year alongside the family food parcels. 

The roll-out of Universal Credit started locally in November 2018 and has 

had a significant impact on referrals (a 25% increase in one year). Over half 

of all referrals are due to low incomes including 14% of people in work.  

The Drop-in Diner provide 100-120 meals per week. 

‘Our ultimate vision remains to provide a drop-in centre where we can    

continue with the work we already undertake, but offer meals on a daily 

basis, a place for people to be, to provide advice and support sessions,      

access to IT facilities, a health hub and a facility for bathing and laundry.’   

Today's our Day do D-Day 75  

Three RAF veterans were                
honoured at the event at the  
Boathouse in Evesham, as were 
other people who had served in 
action and national service. A    
dozen folk from Today's our Day 
sang along with an excellent       
entertainer, ate cake, and enjoyed 
the community afternoon.  

Then back onto the Nomads Community Bus to return home.  

 

 



Mary Acheson 

Mary was born in Kings Heath, Birmingham, delivered by her     
father, a G.P.  When she left school at 18, in 1943, she enrolled at 
the Harper Adams College of Agriculture and did a shortened 
course in farming and management.  With that knowledge she 
worked at West End Farm, Broadway and, later, near Stratford. 
She clearly enjoyed her time farming and often referred to it. 
She told the story of the time she had to take a herd of young 
pigs to market in Stratford and the pigs escaped! For those who 
have only known her in recent years with all her physical problems 
you may like to picture the scene of a younger Mary running 
around trying to recapture the pigs with the help of passers-by. 

Perhaps that experience convinced her that farming was not a 
long term prospect, so she used her sporting prowess – she played 
hockey for her county, Warwickshire - to teach sport at her old 
school, Edgbaston High School. 
Mary had a lifelong interest in all sports. Her father took her to 
see a cousin play rugby for Northern Ireland, who she continued 
to support. One learnt not to visit Mary when the Six Nations 
Rugby was on the box! You also had to pick your times carefully 
during Wimbledon fortnight. It was not too bad when the ladies 
were playing but “please don’t call when it is Federer or Andy 
Murray!”   

Without any teaching qualifications she decided, at the age of 28, 
to train as a nurse at the Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford.  It was 
there she met her close friend, Pat. After qualifying, they both 
moved to Cornwall to study midwifery, and Mary lived for a time in 
Redruth. 

In 1958 her father died and she came home to live with her  
mother at Wythall just south of Birmingham. She continued her 
nursing at Bromsgrove and later, when she and her mother moved 
to Broadway (just round the corner from her old haunts at West 
End Farm) she nursed at the Evesham and Worcester Group of 
Hospitals, as a clinical teacher. She taught the junior nurses the 
art of giving bed-baths. When, in later life, she had to suffer the 
indignity of being on the other side of the fence she was         



horrified that they no longer gave patients bed-baths. Cleanliness 
is next to Godliness!  I think she gave some of the nurses a hard 
time. 

Mary was a very active member and Elder of the church and a 
great support to the several ministers. As the Church Secretary 
at the time she was particularly helpful to Martin Henninger, 
when he came as a young German minister, unacquainted with our 
peculiar ways.  

Mary was not someone who was always complaining.  You never 
thought, ‘I ought to go and see her.’ It was a case of ‘I’ll just pop 
to Mary’s’ and you usually returned home smiling.   

She took a great interest in people, not in a nosy way, but a     
genuine interest. She wanted to know all about their families and 
never failed to ask after them.  She was a source of comfort, in 
her quiet way, to anyone in difficulties. She knew everyone in   
Lifford Gardens and many more in Broadway, and liked nothing 
better than getting together for coffee, afternoon tea or drinks. 
Apparently, her next door neighbour served the best champagne!  
In fact she appreciated good quality in all things,  be it furniture, 
china or clothes.    

She was a keen and knowledgeable gardener, perhaps a spin off 
from her farming days and influence by her mother, and planned 
and created a delightful garden. She was especially fond of her 
alpine beds. When infirmity prevented her from doing the work 
herself and she had to use a gardener she would sit in her     
morning room or summer house discussing with him any changes or 
improvements she felt were needed..   

Her last few years were dogged by pain and discomfort which she 
put up with stoically. She needed a series of difficult operations, 
which would have finished off most people, but Mary was tough 
and fought back to mobility. She was determined to stay in her 
own home and had a series of carers, some who suited and rather 
more who didn’t!  It is wonderful that her two favourite ones (she 
called them her ‘A’ team) could be at her thanksgiving service. 

She was only a small person in stature, but, with her kindness, 
smile and sparkle, she leaves a huge gap in our lives, and in the life 
of this church, but at the same time lots of happy memories, as 
was borne out by the joyful service celebrating her life. 

Michael Payne 



Remembering a light dimmed! 

A memory of Mary Acheson from Jenn Hughes 

My enduring memory of Mary will be of a kind, gentle, quiet lady, who had 

the biggest, brightest eyes I have ever seen, a beaming smile that could 

warm you on the coldest of days, and whose arms were always outstretched 

to greet you.  She always seemed able to connect with people of any age or 

background and I don’t ever remember hearing her voice above the noise of 

others.  Mary was a constant in my Church life from my very early days of 

Junior Church and I always felt there was an empty hole at the back of the 

church if she wasn’t in the congregation when I was there.  In later years, 

the combination of Mary’s ill health and our home being on the south coast 

meant I rarely got to see her, so I was delighted she was in the congregation 

when I came up to play the organ a couple of times in last autumn/

winter.  No matter what was happening in her life, she would always be 

keen to hear what was happening in ours, and that was no exception when I 

last saw her in December.  A huge hug, the enormous grin and those wide 

sparkling eyes were there once again.  We chatted for about 10 minutes, she 

as lucid as ever and very keen to find out what we were up to; before we 

bade each other farewell, she was whisked off for home and I went for 

coffee.  Writing this now I feel strangely empty at the thought of not seeing 

Mary again.  For me the last of the Old Guard has marched on and a bright 

light has been dimmed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Children between the ages of 5 and 17 

 

 Mornings of Crafts, Games, Stories and 
Songs and an Outing to Cotswold Farm 

Park on Thursday 1st August 

 
At Broadway United Reformed Church, 

77, High Street, Broadway. 

£10 for each child for the week. 
 

BROADWAY SUMMER YOUTH  

ACTIVITIES WEEK 
 

MONDAY 29th July - THURSDAY 1st August 



            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 
 
Minister                                        Revd. Richard Becher 
Secretary                             burcsecretary@outlook.com 
Booking Secretaries                     Margaret and Roger Harrington   
Church E-mail address                  broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 
Closing date for articles   August 2019. 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
Monday           Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                       Elders Meeting ( first Monday in the month ) 

 

Tuesday         Table Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Tai Chi 6.30 -8pm 

 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                     Threads 2pm –4pm  3rd Wednesday of month 

                       

 

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon 

                     Today’s Our Day    2-4pm  

 

Friday            PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

                      Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term                
time for everyone aged 4-18 

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

