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One World to save in a week! 

 

“God so loved the world that he sent his son 

to save it, not destroy it” 

John 3: 16 

 

It’s not all about us, as people, is it, because the world is much bigger, and 

better, than us! It is often said that if it wasn’t for people the world would be 

fine so what was God thinking about when creating us? 

  The world was so good before the introduction of people and God wants to 

save everything good not destroy it because of bits that have become bad and 

ugly. It really is a story of ‘the good, the bad and the ugly’ with God making 

everything good and people making the bad and the ugly.  

  God created wind, waves and sunshine and they were good for all the power 

and energy we could ever need, but we have produced things which are     

different and harmful. God created trees that were good for protecting the 

environment, making oxygen, producing food and providing homes for  

thousands of creatures, big and small, but we cut them down. God created 

rivers, lakes and seas filled with water that was good for nurturing life, but 

we pollute it. It’s the same with the air we breathe that was good for giving 

life, but is now full of pollution that suffocates and chokes people to death. 

  God so loves the world that he sent his Son to save it, not destroy it, and to 

build a kingdom in which we can leave at peace with each other. People want 

to protect the empires they have built so we live at war with each other and 

destroy the world God wants to save! How is God going to win this battle? 

  It’s not just about you and me, because the world is much bigger than     

humanity, but we still have the responsibility to care for the world God     

created. If we love what God loves with all our heart, body, mind and soul 



we will help save the world not destroy it, but we love what we’ve got too 

much to give it up.  

  There are efforts to encourage Eco friendly churches in which protecting 

God’s creation is priority, but tensions remain between the aspirations of 

humanity and God’s vision for you and me and our responsibility. Do we 

expect God to compromise? 

  God wants to save what he gave us in the beginning because it was so good, 

but we believe what we have made since is much better. God gave us the sun 

and with solar panels we can generate light and heat, but not if they can be 

seen. God gave us the wind and we can generate power with windmills, but 

not if it spoils the countryside. We can do the same with the power of the 

sea, but it costs too much.  

  We can have fresh food from the fields and the trees, but we want it quick 

and easy so it has to be wrapped up in plastic to protect, store and transport. 

The list is endless. Humanity has stolen the world from God and we don’t 

want to give it back as long as we are making money from it. What happens 

when there is no money to be made? 

  The theme of One World Week from October 20th is, “Climate Changes 

everything”. The purpose of One World Week is to help people acknowledge 

the urgency for change and suggest actions they can take personally, as  

communities and as national and global citizens. 

  It’s time to wake-up to how God loves the world so much that he has sent 

his Son to show us how to save it, not destroy it. It’s not just about saving 

humanity because the world is much more than you and me! 

 

Many blessings, Richard 

 

 



Open The Book 

Pat Davies and I were offered tickets to attend  the Methodist Central 
Hall in Westminster on 7th September to celebrate 20 years of Open 
the Book. 

About 300 people attended and the event started with singing by 
Sound of Wales, a group of young men and women, followed by an 
introduction from Julie Jeffries. 

We were  fortunate to have Bob Hartman, the author who wrote the 
stories which we read in school each week. Bob emphasised the    
importance of passing on the stories, especially to children who may 
otherwise not have the chance to hear them. 

There are now 17000 storytellers, and at the meeting some had 
come from Wales, the North and as far south as Cornwall. It was 
heartening to see some younger people too. 

An excellent address was given by Canon Dr Ann Holt who had    
studied the effect of stories in children's development and their     
understanding of their place in the world. 

As she said, Jesus taught with stories. 

She urged us to keep telling the story and living the story, so that the 
words are not empty. 

A young trainer told how he became interested in the organisation 
because it was "ordinary people" who were involved, not               
professionals and that showed him that anyone could be involved. 
Also he stressed that the story is enough, no further explanation is 
required. 

A commissioning prayer was led by Paul Woolley from the Bible     
Society and each section was finished with the storytellers declaring 
"Here am I, send me" 

It was a very well-organised day, ending with a tasty afternoon tea 
before we went back out to the sound and sight of protesters at 
Westminster. 

Margaret 



Services in October 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay 
for refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service. 

 

Sunday 6th October            Revd. Richard Becher 

Sunday 13th October           One World Week 

                                             Church in Society 

Sunday 20th October           Revd. Richard Becher 

Sunday 27th October           Bible Sunday— Worship Group 

Sunday 3rd November          Revd. Richard Becher 

 

Birthday Celebrations 
 

October 4th     John Payne 

October 5th    Christine Kershaw 

October 9th     Bruce Wallace 

October 10th   Margaret Strange 

October 21st   Judith Gibbons. 



Elder  

Sunday 6th October  

Welcome Jill Hedges 

Reading Kathryn Louch 

Coffee Judith Gibbons and Kathryn Louch 

Flowers Margaret Taylor 

Sunday  13th October  

Welcome Margaret Taylor 

Reading Sheila Payne 

Coffee Ann Walters and Joanne Griffin 

Flowers Pat Davis 

Sunday 20th October  

Welcome Sue Jones 

Reading Michael Eden 

Coffee Virginia Becher and Judy Aiton 

Flowers Wyn Whitten 

Sunday 27th  October  

Welcome Wyn Whitten 

Reading Noel Kershaw 

Coffee Julie Stickler and Christine Kershaw 

Flowers Sheila Payne 



Elder  

Sunday  3rd November  

Welome Kathryn Louch 

Reading Marilyn Watts 

Coffee Margaret and Roger Harrington 

Flowers Sue Jones 

Sunday 10th November  

Welcome Ian Tucker 

Reading Frank Waller 

Coffee Maggie Tucker and Christine Waller 

Flowers Sue Jones  

Sunday 17th November  

Welcome Eric Watts 

Reading Marion Tunwell 

Coffee Marilyn Watts and Jill Hedges 

Flowers Julie Stickler 

Sunday 24th November  

Welcome Jonny Evans 

Reading Sheila Payne 

Coffee Pat and Bruce Wallace 

Flowers Sheila Payne 



What’s On October November December 

Sunday Service 10.30—11.30 am 6,13,20,27 3,10,17,24 1,8,15,22, 

25,29 

Tuesday    

Table Games Afternoon 2-4pm 1st 5th 3rd 

Wednesday    

Neighbours on Line  Computers and  

Internet Coaching    2-4pm 

2,16,30 13,27 11th 

Threads  2-4pm 16th 20th 18th 

Thursday    

Look After Yourself—Gentle Exercises    

10.30 –12 noon 

3,10,17,24,

31 

7,14,21,28 5,12,19 

Today’s Our Day   Activities and Chat    

2-4pm 

3,10,17,24,

31 

7,14,21,28 5,12,19 

Friday    

PILOTS   Crafts, Games for all aged     

4-18   6.30-8.00pm 

   

Events    

Pilgrimage trips 23rd 15th 22nd 

Quiz Night with Supper  9th  

Pop In Lunch  from 12.30 24th   

What’s On ? 
At  Broadway URC , 77, High Street, Broadway . WR12 

7AL 



45 years at Broadway URC 

John and I were married on 10th August 1974, and borrowed his mother’s car to 

travel  straight to our new home in Badsey.  The following evening we drove over to 

Broadway, but as it wasn’t the third Sunday of the month  there was no evening 

service.  The sanctuary was open, so we were able to see the grey-painted wooden 

pews, the carpeted dais, the very small pipe organ and the cross above the pulpit. 

Not having our own car, and both being in full=time work, we only managed to 

attend morning service sporadically for the next couple of years, but were thrilled 

to always be given a warm welcome by Val and Gertrude Freeman, Mary Acheson, 

the Secretary Doug Marshall and the whole congregation.  Jennifer arrived in 1976, 

and Sheila Payne’s father, Revd Frank Brown, baptised her.  Shortly after Jenn’s first 

Linking hands in fellowship 

So far, our Pilgrimage journeys have been varied, but the one main 
focus is to try to bring closer together the different members of our 
community, to get to know each other better and make Jesus better 
known.  Along the way we have had the opportunity to get to know 
other Christians living and serving in different denominations, but  
also including two URC churches within our own Synod, namely    
Warden Hill in Cheltenham and Ashcroft in Cirencester.  We have 
been very warmly welcomed everywhere. 

At Ashcroft we met with Anton, their Community Worker, and we 
soon realised the similarity with ours in their outreach into the local 
community. 

On Thursday 24th October, Anton and possibly others from Ashcroft 
will spend the day with us at Look After Yourself and Today's our 
Day.   We hope it will be an opportunity to share ideas and discover 
more about others who are working to spread God's love and     
hopefully grow the Kingdom. 

A pop-in lunch will be available from 12.30 - put the date into  your 
diaries, come along and join in, meet and talk with our visitors and 
enjoy lunch. 



birthday, I began bringing her to church more regularly – by that time we had a car 

–and I transferred my membership from Ickenham in late 1977.  The Junior Church 

was a joint one with our friends from the Methodist Church – both churches would 

begin with Family Service, and the young people from both churches (and some 

from Willersey) would gather together in our Hall for their own worship after the 

first 20 minutes or so.  We moved out to Pershore in 1978, and Alison was born in 

1979, by which time our Minister was Revd John Green, and his wife Monica 

helped Gertrude Freeman run the Creche – you can imagine that both our girls 

were very well cared for.  

Raymond Lydford was the regular organist, and rarely took a Sunday off.  Sheila’s 

mother, Daphne, would also play occasionally, so I only deputised a handful of 

times in those first few years.  But in 1986, by which time Revd Stanley Hodges was 

the Minister, Raymond was taken ill and died a week later.  I ‘held the fort’ but very 

quickly realised that I could not commit to playing every week, and that is when we 

began to set up a rota.  Amongst others, Laura Holt’s father, Pat Sach, gave service 

for many years. 

It was during Revd Martin Henninger’s time here that the sanctuary was                

‘re-ordered’.  The heating system, formerly an immersion heater in a huge tank of    

water, was upgraded to gas boiler and newer radiators.  The pews, never the most 

comfortable of seating, were removed and replaced by the chairs, the floor was  

carpeted throughout.  We then celeb rated, in 1992, the 200th anniversary of the 

setting up of the Congregational Chapel, and this included a service of worship in 

Buckland Fields where the congregation had first met.  The pipe organ – a nice    

instrument in its way, but unable to cope with accompanying a full congregation, 

was replaced by the current digital instrument in about 2002. 

Many friends have come and gone over the years, and I think Mary Acheson, who 

died earlier this year, was the last of the members whom I recall from our first days 

worshipping here.  What has not changed is the faithful witness, the warmth of the 

welcome, and the determination to provide outreach into the local community.  

They were all here back in the mid 1970’s – they may have changed in form, and 

certainly the outreach has expanded in recent years – and they are very much in 

evidence now.  Praise the Lord! 

Marion Tunwell        August 2019 



Who’s in the Hall? 

Confused by the Care System? 

Need help with Health or Social Care Funding? 
 

The Talking Teapot is an advisory service for patients, families 
and carers needing help to access services and funding from either 
Health (CHC) or Social Care. We can advise those who need support 
with care at home, Residential or Nursing home placements,            
Palliative / End of life care, carer’s assessments, direct payments,   
mobility allowances and much more….. 
The service is supported by qualified professionals in Health and     
Social Care volunteering their time and expertise to provide free      
advice to help local people navigate themselves through the care   
system, ensuring   anyone can access the assessments, support and 
funding for the care they need.  
The advice we offer is free, helping you to take the necessary steps, or 
if you prefer, one of our team can take those steps for you managing 
your case and keeping you informed every step of the way. This is a 
chargeable service and a quote will be provided in advance.  
 
The choice is yours…… we just want to help make life a little easier 
We understand that you may not live near the person you are trying to      
support, but this isn’t a problem as the advice will still apply regardless 
of where the Local Authority or NHS organisation is located. 
 
Meet us at our Community Café – Just drop in between 11am – 1pm 
When - Saturday 28th September,19th October, 16th November,       
14th December                       
Where—Broadway URC Church Hall, 77 High St, Broadway  
WR12 7AL 
 
Contact us anytime by       
Phone: 07918 997284  
Email: thetalkingteapot@btinternet.com  
Website:www.thetalkingteapot.co.uk 
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/
TheTalkingTeapot/ 

http://www.thetalkingteapot.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/TheTalkingTeapot/
https://www.facebook.com/TheTalkingTeapot/


            Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 
 
Minister                                        Revd. Richard Becher 
Secretary                             burcsecretary@outlook.com 
Booking Secretaries                     Margaret and Roger Harrington   
Church E-mail address                  broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 
Closing date for articles   7th October 2019. 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
Monday           Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                       Elders Meeting ( first Monday in the month ) 

 

Tuesday         Table Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month 2-4pm 

                      Tai Chi 6.30 -8pm 

 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                     Threads 2pm –4pm  3rd Wednesday of month 

                       

 

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon 

                     Today’s Our Day    2-4pm  

 

Friday            PILOTS  6.30pm -8pm 

                      Fun and activities in a Christian environment during term                
time for everyone aged 4-18 

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

