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To know Jesus better, 

And to make Him better known 



Our children are the future of the village! 

 

  There was a sadness at the end of the past year that remained with me as 

we moved into the new year and I pray that as a community we will have 

done something about it by the beginning of next year.  

  Just before Christmas we remembered the amazing contribution of the   

Pilots project at Broadway United Reformed Church to our work with    

children and young people on behalf of the Churches Together in Broadway. 

Unfortunately, the remembering was at the closing of the project and the 

children of the village have lost another activity. 

  The previous month we had hosted a discussion on young people in  

Broadway and the decline in activities and facilities for them. It was        

disturbing to hear about the increase in bullying and anti-social behaviour 

including drug taking and vandalism. The question is, “what are we doing 

about it?” 

  A community is shaped by its children and young people because they are 

the adults of the future so it doesn’t need a prophet to see that their potential 

needs to be nurtured, not neglected. The old saying that children should “be 

seen and not heard” is a very dangerous echo from the past because we can 

see what is happening to them and if their voice is not heard we sow seeds 

of discontent in our community. 

  We know there is a need for our Friday night activity with Pilots to       

continue, but we don’t have the human resource to lead it. The leaders will 

be 80 this year and the average age of our Church membership is over 70 so 

realistically we can’t do it — but the children need it. 

  As we try to have our church doors open whenever possible I often find 

young people using the space in a place where they can be together. That’s 

something they not only want, but need. If they have nowhere else to go 



some will be on the streets, in doorways or in the park. If there is nowhere to 

channel their energy it will manifest itself into frustration and anger. 

  I can hear the indignant shout from some people that it’s the parents       

responsibility to control their children and, yes, but as true as that might be 

doesn’t a community also have a responsibility to help each other? Love 

your neighbour seems to be a good Christian principle whether you have 

faith or not, but if we don’t talk to our neighbours we’ll never know what 

they need. 

  I was impressed by the consultation during the year about the future of 

Broadway and how to maintain the character that makes it such a beautiful 

place. However, to protect an area of outstanding natural beauty you have to 

protect its people, not just the buildings, grass verges and valuable green 

spaces. We neglect the people at our peril! 

  So, I pray, the community will find a way of coming together from Upper 

High Street, Lower High Street, behind the High Street and from every other 

street to encourage children and young people, and the families they come 

from, to channel their potential into a positive dynamic that can help the  

village grow. 

  Young people need the space in a place they can call their own where their 

voices can be heard and their presence seen as valued members of the     

community. I hope we will have done something about it by the beginning of 

next year! 

 

Many blessings, Richard 



A Prayer for February  

Prayers of the prophets ‘All I ask of you is this: act 
justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with your 
God.’ Micah 6:8  

God, we hear the prophets’ call to justice, peace and action. We invite 
you to pierce our complacency, fire our hearts and strengthen our 
wills. This world is hurting, broken and wounded. Use our feet to 
stride towards  justice. Use our hands to bring about healing. Use our 
mouths to preach Good News. Use our gifts to usher in peace, equity, 
reconciliation and love. Dear God, acting justly is not easy. Yet this is 
what you ask of us. In your mercy, O God, hear our prayer.  

Amen 

  Carols at Tewkesbury 

What an incredible evening!  

Picked up by Mark and Joanne after our URC Carol       
Service and delivered to the Tewkesbury Abbey Gates into 
the Abbey which is stunningly beautiful and serene. 

We sat down as the Abbey started to fill about 10 rows from 
the front and plenty of chat between us 12? with build up 
behind us of estimated 1,000 - 1500 by start. 

A Chorister started the service with first verse of Royal   David's City with 
then the full Choir (est 50'sh) processing to the front. Pat and I were fortunate 
to be at a Kings College 9 Lessons &   Carols last year and the singing was 
equal ,the Choir larger but the acoustics much more deepful! 

The service then proceeded with the Lessons beautifully chosen & poignant 
with the atmosphere and Christian atmosphere building as the Service       
progressed. 

I sat next to Eric and we shared afterwards that we had both been raised in 
our early Faith with the privilege of us both being choristers myself in "high" 
CofE & Eric in RC church traditions , we both agreed in the debrief in the bus 
home what an amazing experience we had. 



Eric explained to me some aspect of the Choir Master's control on each of 
their many performances that technically I had never come across which I 
leave to him to explain. 

It was incredible to see/hear but mostly experience the conductor using each 
of the choristers as musical instruments picking them out when required to 
bring out the best of each particular piece  within the whole abbey as an         
Instrument in itself  with the sounds being bounced around its walls.  The 
conductor was able to use his talents to play games with the singing. One 
verse may be with descant voices scaling the next with two or three parts of 
the choir chasing each other to race to the end of the carol. The programme 
in all used the congregation with timely mixing of male then female voices 
mixing in for final verses to raise the roof.  What better place to do this than 
in this 11th Century instrument with acoustics that excel  the glorification of 
God. An experience not to be missed.  

When we arrived back much praise and thanks for suggesting the trip were 
directed towards Joanne and Mark! 

Thanks for a truly memorable evening rounding off URC's incisive Carol       
Service 

 

Enjoyed last night - a real treat, we felt very spoilt ! 

 

Michael Davies 

 

 

Traidcraft News 
Over the past year Traidcraft has adapted  to meet the changing global 
situation. This has meant a reduced range of Traidcraft goods for sale 
and a greater emphasis on Traidcraft Exchange. Judith and I have     
continued with our monthly sales and our Christmas orders. We would 
like to thank you for all your support of what we believe is a very 
worthwhile charity. 
In 2019 we took:  £862 at our monthly sales 
                                £355 from our Christmas orders 
A grand total of £1217 
 
Pat 



Peter Nuttall’s News 

Dear Friends, 

God has been good over the past month– and for a good bit longer 

than that obviously ! - but we have noticed it even more recently 

with too many opportunities and stories for me to tell you of how he 

has been at work. Yet here is a small attempt to show a small portion 

of what He has been doing. 

We have been on the go in October with lots of opportunities to 

share the good news, so I am glad that November looks quiet. It is 

great God knows when we need encouragement. This month I have 

been told by one teenager how fondly she remembers SU in Primary 

school and how we are doing a great job, by a parent how much her 

son is enjoying the SU group and by a Pastor how they are going to 

make an effort to involve the children more in their church, in         

particular by getting to know and pray for every child. I have heard 

since that this has been happening and I was able to share with one 

Pastors Fraternal on the importance of children’s ministry as a result. 

I was also encouraged to hear another parent say how their  children 

were singing the songs in the bath one Sunday  Evening. 

 

“Our special Christmas collections raised £228.02  This will be          
divided equally between 

        Evesham Vale Welcomes Refugees and 
        Broadway Christmas Hampers – a fund for use next Christmas. 

The Emergency Fund stands at £61.44. Please don’t forget this as we 
like to be ready when the next emergency arises.” 

                                                                                         Church in Society 



Services in February 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay for 
refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service. 

 

Sunday February 2nd      Revd. Richard Becher 

Sunday February 9th       Revd. Kathryn Louch 

Sunday February 16th     Revd Richard Becher 

Sunday February 23rd     Revd. John Sutcliffe               

Sunday March 1st            Revd. Richard Becher                     

Birthday Celebrations 

 

February 3rd     Mark Pickering 

February 17th     Sue Jones 

February 19th     Margaret Taylor 



Elder Pat Aberdein 

Sunday 2nd February  

Welcome Pat Davies 

Reading Michael Davies 

Coffee Pat and Bruce Wallace 

Flowers Pat Aberdein 

Sunday 9th February  

Welcome Jill Hedges 

Reading Margaret Harrington 

Coffee Margaret and Roger Harrington 

Flowers Kath Pickering 

Sunday 16th February  

Welcome Mary Evans 

Reading Judy Aiton 

Coffee Judith Gibbons and Wyn Whitten 

Flowers Wyn Whitten 

Sunday 23rd February  

Welcome Pat Aberdein 

Reading Sheila Payne 

Coffee Kathryn Louch and Julie Stickler 

Flowers Sheila Payne 



Elder Judith Gibbons 

Sunday 1st March  

Welcome Joanne Griffin 

Reading Christine Waller 

Coffee Sue Jones and Megan Thomas 

Flowers Christine Waller 

Sunday 8th March  

Welcome Michael Davies 

Reading  Noel Kershaw 

Coffee Laura Holt and Christine Kershaw 

Flowers Kathryn Louch 

Sunday 15th March  

Welcome Bruce Wallace 

Reading Joanne Griffin 

Coffee Marilyn and Eric Watts 

Flowers Laura Holt 

Sunday 22nd March Service at Methodist Church 

Sunday 29th March  

Welcome Virginia Becher 

Reading Vicki Packman 

Coffee Margaret Harrington and Jill Hedges 

Flowers Christine Waller 



` 

What’s On ? 
At  Broadway URC , 77, High Street, Broadway . WR12 

What’s On February March April 

Sunday Service 10.30—11.30 am 2,9,16,23 1,8,15,22, 

29 

5,12,19,26 

Tuesday    

Table Games Afternoon 2-4pm 4th 3rd 7th 

Wednesday    

Neighbours on Line  Computers 

and  Internet Coaching    2-4pm 

12,26 11,25 8,22 

Threads  2-4pm 19 18 15 

Thursday    

Look After Yourself—Gentle     

Exercises    10.30 – 11.30am 

6,13,30,27 5,12,19,26 2,9,16,23, 

30 

Today’s Our Day   Activities and 

Chat    2-4pm 

6,13,30,27 5,12,19,26 2,9,16,23, 

30 

Events    

Quiz and Supper  21st  



Dates for your Diary  

Programme for FUN AND FUDRAISING until July 2020. 
 
March 21st   -   Quiz and supper 
 
May 3rd         - Fete on  small green 
 
June 6th       -  Broadway Arts Festival at the URC. 
 
July 4th         - Manse Tea Party 
 
July 25th       - Fete on the small green 
 
Activities may be subject  to change if circumstances alter 
 

Wyn Whitten 

 

Ecochurch News 

In the shadow of the terrible fires in Australia the Steering Group feels 

more than ever that what the church has asked us to do is the right course 

of action. 

An Initial Action Plan has been produced, informed in part by a helpful visit 

by John Davey from Synod and by your suggestions. Please keep popping 

them in the boxes. 

The plan has now been amended and approved by Church in Society and it 

will be passed to the Elders for consideration by Church Meeting. If     

agreement is reached, we will start to put it into action immediately. 

In the meantime, we hope soon to have the Eco board in the entrance to 

the Church Hall for information and inspiration. 

 

The Ecochurch Steering Group 



PILGRIMAGES 

During the past few months we have travelled together, shared food 

together, marvelled at buildings of great height and beauty,            

worshipped in sacred spaces and enjoyed the wonder of God’s        

natural creation. 

How can we forget the images portrayed by the Thomas Denny      

windows or the view from our lunchtime venue overlooking the     

Herefordshire countryside! 

Linking in with the subject of the rights and wrongs of building   

preservation, is it a question of priority?   The places of historic value 

help us relate to our past, the sheer amazement of what could be 

achieved when there was very little for help the builder, but the       

legacy is immense.   We can only glimpse what these places not only 

represent from their past but equally what witness is ongoing and 

their important place in reaching out into the community, in helping 

to build disciples and in the building up of the Kingdom here on earth. 

Our journey has been wide-ranging – Pershore Abbey, St Mary’s    

Fairford, Worcester Cathedral, Gloucester Cathedral, Malvern Priory, 

Saxon church at Deerhurst, Tewkesbury Abbey, Anglican/URC in   

Cheltenham and Coventry Cathedral. 

So from the splendour of grand buildings to the simplicity of smaller 

ones, they have all contributed to widening our spiritual awareness of 

the past and certainly of the call to look to the future and our place in 

playing our part in spreading God’s love in our part of the world      

today. 

Several of our visits had particular memories for me, but the two 

which left an imprint were the tiny Saxon church at Deerhurst with its 



very special spirituality and Coventry Cathedral not just as the place of 

reconciliation  for which it is known world-wide, but the following 

message of welcome in a place of prominence at the entrance of this 

great place: 

‘We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married,      

divorced, widowed, straight, gay, well-heeled. We especially welcome 

wailing babies and excited toddlers. 

You’re welcome here if you are just browsing, just woken up or just 

out of prison.  We don’t care if you’re more Christian that the       

Archbishop of Canterbury or haven’t been to Church since Christmas 

10 years ago. 

We extend a special welcome to those over 60 but have not grown up 

yet and to teenagers who are growing up too fast.  We welcome keep

-fit mums, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte sippers, 

vegetarians, junk food eaters.  We welcome those who are in          

recovery or still addicted,   We welcome you if you are having        

problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like organised religion. 

(We’re not keen on that either). 

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too 

hard, don’t work at all, can’t spell or are here because granny is      

visiting and wanted to look around,  

We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither.  We offer 

a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had  

religion shoved down their throats as kids, or got lost on the ring road 

and wound up here by mistake. 

We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters and especially YOU! 

PLEASE COME IN! ‘ 

Lengthy, I know, but what a message!!  - Joanne 



“Can you hear me, mother?” 
 

That was the catchphrase of Sandy Powell, a comedian popular in 
the 1930s. I am not sure if his mother was deaf or he was       
referring to the vagaries of the early telephone system. Either 
way, inaudibility was the problem then as it is for many today.   
Preachers are sometimes told, “If the congregation cannot hear 
what you are saying, there is no point in saying it.”  The same is 
true of the Bible readings.  In recent weeks I have been sitting 
at the back of the church, not deliberately; that was where the 
seats with arms were.  What I particularly noticed was that when 
some people were reading they were clearly heard, others were 
not. It was not that those who were hard to hear were poor   
readers, they were not, but that they were not using our         
sophisticated sound system properly.   The volume can be       
controlled from the back, but only if one is using the microphone.   

So, if you are reading or otherwise using the lectern, please note: 
The microphone is on a flexible ‘neck’.  Each reader needs to bend 
the tube so that they are speaking directly into the microphone 
on the end. Your mouth should be about six inches away.  If two 
of you are sharing a reading the ‘mike’ needs to be adjusted each 
time you swap. If you are standing side by side the chances are 
that neither of you is speaking directly into the ‘mike’. 
You do not need to raise your voice, merely speak clearly and   
distinctly.   
Do not rush (nerves make you hurry). 
Don’t worry about long names. Not many will know how to         
pronounce them either! 
Please don’t think, “Oh, I can speak loud, they will hear.” Those 
who use hearing aids need the loop system which is accessed 
through the microphone.  
Then, as Jesus used to say, “Those that have ears to hear, let 
them hear.”   

Michael Payne 





Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 
 
Minister                                        Revd. Richard Becher 
Secretary                            Michael Payne burcsecretary@outlook.com 
Booking Secretaries                     Margaret and Roger Harrington   
Church E-mail address                  broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 
Closing date for articles  10th February 2020 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
Monday           Broadway and Towerview Playschool 9am –12noon 

                      

 

Tuesday         Table Games Afternoon 1st Tuesday each month     
2-4pm 

                      Tai Chi 6.30 -8pm 

 

Wednesday    Broadway and Towerview Playschool  9am –12noon 

                      Neighbours on Line 2- 4pm every other week 

                     Threads 2pm –4pm  3rd Wednesday of month 

                      

 

Thursday       Look After Yourself 10.30am—12noon 

                     Today’s Our Day    2-4pm  

 

 

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

