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 The Gift that isn’t on our Christmas list! 

 

The whole purpose of Christmas is that we will be so excited by a gift that 

we unwrap that we will want to rush away to change into immediately. If 

that happens you know you have given wisely! 

  I’m not thinking new jumper or jacket; pyjamas or dressing gown; shoes or 

socks (all possible!) — because this gift is from God who doesn’t go High 

Street shopping or buy on-line. Christmas is the opportunity to receive the 

one gift we should all change into as soon as we open it!  

  Advent is the shopping time, the preparation for Christmas, when we try to 

find the special gift for people we love and when they ask the question: 

“What do you want for Christmas?” I never know what to say because there 

isn’t much I really want.  

  Other people tell me though. They are like the Prophets of the past who 

know what we need but it’s not on ‘our want for Christmas list’, nor that of 

anyone we know! The Prophets tell us what we need from God, but our list 

is for what we want from Santa. 

  The Advent preparations don’t start well if we ignore the voice of the 

Prophets who have a vision for the future. Who is going to listen to the gift 

of prophesy if it will spoil our Christmas party? That’s not on my list this 

year! 

  Then come the angels with special Christmas messages telling us what will 

happen to us this day! They just don’t understand, do they, how impossible it 

is for what they say to happen? God isn’t going to give me a special gift and 

I’m not going to stop doing what I always do at Christmas because a choir of 

angels tell me to look somewhere else for my gift this year. Don’t bother 

looking on Amazon or down the High Street but go to the Bethlehem Stable. 

What sort of gift am I going to find there? 

  Some people do listen to the Prophets and Angels, but I have never really 

known how many. Some shepherds heard that choir of angels sing from 

heaven and history seems to record there were three of them, but there could 



have been many more. Did they come from one field or many fields? Did 

they leave one flock behind or many? They went and found the gift all 

wrapped up and praised God for what they saw. 

  They were amazed by the gift and so excited. I wonder if the angels are  

trying to tell the shepherds of every flock everywhere to return to the      

Bethlehem Stable to find the gift from God and share it with everyone! Is this 

the year for the Shepherds of our faith to take the gift from the stable and 

show him to the world? 

  There are wise men and women in the world who will travel far to find the 

gift the prophets say the world will need. Distance is too far to find the     

perfect gift, but is it really only three who follow a bright light in the sky 

with their own gifts to give? Could it be that thousands of wise men and 

women will travel far to find the special gift from heaven to take home with 

them? 

  If all the shops are closed this year maybe there will be thousands of     

shepherds and wise people believing what the Prophets tell us we need,    

listening to what the angels tell us we should do and finding the gift that can 

change the world. 

  The doors of the hotels, pubs and shops are all locked because of the     

coronavirus, but the gift of Jesus is waiting to be received in the stable. I 

hope this year we will meet the Prophets and Angels as we prepare for     

Advent and join the Shepherds and wise people to find the gift we want to 

change into! 

 

May your Advent journey lead you to the Christmas gift you need!  

God Bless, Richard 

 



A Christmas to remember? 

My first grandchild was born in September.  Although she only lives 10 minutes 

away from me, I’ve yet to be able to hold her.  I know a great many of us will 

have similar stories to tell.  Grandchildren, nephews and nieces, aging parents, 

lonely and isolated friends: a raft of people with whom we would long to share 

safe physical contact, whether that’s a huge hug or the reassuring touch on their 

hand or arm to let them know that they are not alone.  I, at least, am able to 

know that this will be quite some story to tell my granddaughter when she is 

older, but for some people at the other end of life we may never get to           

reminisce with them after this is all over. 

It really has been – and I use the term advisedly – one hell of a year for so many. 

I hope that by now you are waiting for the, “And yet…”  Well, here is comes!  

Throughout this, God has not abandoned us.  Yes, I know many have                

experienced isolation, desolation even.  But God has been with us, constant and    

faithful. 

How can I be so confident that this is the case, even if God has not been obvious 

in our life, and in the world as so many millions have been ill and countless   

families have been plunged into grief because of Covid-19?  It is because at the 

beginning and the end of it all, we have God’s promises. 

Jesus came into the world as, “Immanuel” – God with us.  He ascended to    

heaven with the promise, “Surely I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

These are words that merit full acceptance, to borrow from 1 Timothy and the 

assurance of pardon in our service book. 

In a world that has been violently unpredictable during 2020, with everything 

from wildfire to flood, drought, and an as-yet-unresolved Presidential election 

(will he finally concede defeat when the College of Electors meet in December?) 

besides the global pandemic and all that has brought us: surely we will be glad 

to see the back of it and pray that 2021 brings better news. 

But hold fast.  We already have the best news of all: a baby born in Bethlehem, 

our true Hope, the True Light, the Saviour of the World.  I cannot see that we 



will have church worship the way we know it and want it for Christmas but 

there is still so much for which we can thank and praise God. 

My prayer for you is that you know the closeness of God in your lives this 

Christmas and always, and for the help of the Holy Spirit to share Christ’s light 

in the world. 

Steve Faber 

Synod Moderator 

Share HOPE this Christmas 

The Broadway Community Christmas Hamper has helped some low income 

families have enough food to enjoy a Christmas meal and it will continue 

this year, but with a difference. Due to Covid-19 we are being asked for  

donations of money not food. 

 The money you give will become food that we give through a Christmas 

Hamper delivered  with love from our community! 

  The Co-op will also help by providing the food with a 10% discount and a 

space for the packing of boxes. So far the fund has raised about £1500 and 

you can add to that either through give a little website https://tinyurl.com/

y4qgqam or with cash or a cheque to ‘Broadway PCC’  and writing 

“Christmas Hamper” on the back and posting: ℅ The Vicarage, Church 

Street, Broadway, WR12 7AE. 

  We also need people to donate their hands and time to help pack and to 

deliver. The packing can start week beginning  December 7th with two   

people at any one time able to work in the upstairs room of the Co-op. 

  It is planned for the hampers to be delivered on December 17th and 18th 

and we would like couples/pairs from a household to volunteer for this. If 

you can help with packing or delivering or both please let Shellie (01386 

852352) or me know. 

 In each of the last two years we have delivered about 25 hampers and the 

need could be even great this year so let’s share our community love as we 

all seek that great gift of hope this Christmas. 

https://tinyurl.com/y4qgqam
https://tinyurl.com/y4qgqam


 



The Answer to Life, the Universe, and Everything = 42? 

This answer was announced by the computer “Deep Thought” in the novel 

by Douglas Adams called “The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy” (1979). 

It captured the imagination. Selling 250,000 copies in the first 

three months, spreading to radio, TV, cinema. It’s an answer 

that has become an oft used quote.  

One principal character in the book was Arthur Dent who was 

a person who searched for the answer across galaxies. It’s an     

answer that many people have searched for and still do. 

But the teachers of my youth, and maybe yours, would have 

wanted to see the logic of the answer. Particularly Maths     

teachers who would have demanded to see the working out. 

Try: Number of Commandments + Fruit of the Spirit +           

Beatitudes + Descriptions of Love 

Exodus 20:1-17, Galatians 5:22-23, Matthew 5:1-12, 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

Why not check out the possible components of the answer in a bit more 

detail? 

Mark Pickering 

Birthday Celebrations  -   December 2020 

                         2nd December    Marion Tunwell 

5th December      Noel Kershaw 

7th December      Jean Moore 

8th December      Maggie Tucker 

9th December       Richard Becher 

16th December    Vicki Packman 



A huge thank you to everyone who 

bought goods from the Traidcraft shop 

this autumn. The total money spent was 

£458.05 !! This was a £100 more than 

last year. There are some benefits from Lockdown. 

Sheila has asked me if I have thought of still taking orders 
for Traidcraft during Lockdown.  This would mean you 
could order your grocery favourites etc. I already know 
peoples secrets  but  my lips are sealed as to who likes  
Machu Pichu coffee or cereal or has a sweet tooth! I would 
be happy to do this bi monthly providing people would like 
this. Please let me know if you  would be interested. 

Pat 

Ecochurch Progress 

Obviously progress is proving far too slow and frustrating in the     

present Covid situation. However, we are resubmitting the A Rocha 

survey by the end of November to chart where we have moved      

forward and to help decide on our next steps. 

In the meanytime we shall invite Green Journey to visit and give us 

advice on CO2 emission reduction once the cause of the summer 

heating problem is established. 

In the Spring we hope to work with the Reflective Garden                  

development  to rewild and green the Church land as much as        

possible. 

WE look forward to our being able to place our Ecochurch Notice 

Boards in both Church and Hall. They will provide information and 

inspiration 

Ecochurch Steering Group 



Emergency Fund 
£150 has been sent to Yemen via the Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine (LSTM) to an ex-student Professor Najla Al-Sonboli, for her 
and her colleagues to spend directly on life-saving basic medicines, 
PPE and food for the young patients at Al- Sabeen Children's       
Hospital in Sana'a. LSTM is trying to raise £1500 monthly to send out 
to Prof. Najla. 
. 
Cheques for the on-going Emergency Fund can be sent to our 
Church Treasurer Eric, made out to Broadway United Reformed 
Church with “Emergency Fund” written on the back. 
 
Saturday morning Zoom talk on Shelter 
On Saturday, 14th November Helen Jackson, who works for the 
charity Shelter, told us about her work in Manchester. Her detailed 
and illustrative talk was most informative and sobering .... “the people 
on the streets are just the tip of the iceberg”. She explained that there 
was too much unacceptable and inappropriate accommodation for 
people in need and that there was a major shortage of council or 
housing association homes for such folk, privately-rented properties 
being generally either sub-standard or unaffordable.  
 
The Shelter web-site for anyone wanting further information,           
including personal donations, is www.england.shelter.org.uk 
 

Ann Walters 

Church in Society Committee 

As we struggle to cope with lockdowns and restrictions on 
meeting,  Christian Aid have issued this prayer. 
Loving God, 
Come now and make us into a global neighbourhood, 
looking out for each other through struggle and crisis, 
reaching out to strangers who become sisters and brothers, 
shape us into a caring community,  
strengthening each other through every challenge, 
standing together until justice comes for all. 
In your name we pray.  Amen. 



Points from the October Synod meeting 

 

The meeting was held by Zoom with 115 participants. 
There was the usual business with a number of changes in         
personnel – a new Synod Clerk, Richard Lockley, a new Treasurer, 
Steve Powell, new Children & Youth Development Officer,       
Safeguarding Officer and Property Officer. Jan Scott was       
appointed Silence & Retreats Coordinator. 

There were presentations on Safeguarding, Ministerial              
Deployment (of which we will be hearing much more!),              
Communications, Synod Mission Council and Finance and Property. 

The main presentation, led by the Moderator, involved the       
proposals for the Environment Policy for the West Midlands. As a 
Church we affirm that care for Creation, a just sharing of the 
world’s resources and a concern for the environment are          
fundamental Gospel commitments. 
The West Midlands Synod will strive to reduce incrementally    
carbon emissions caused on Synod business, including its Synod 
meetings, committees and task groups. Consequently we will do 
further work on carbon budgeting, to set specific targets to    
carbon reductions and report to Synod before the end of 2021. 
The West Midlands Synod will work to make the Synod office and 
any other buildings provided by the Synod and under its control 
more environmentally friendly through the use of energy saving 
technologies and using renewable energy sources wherever       
possible. 
The West Midlands Synod encourages every local church to      
register their intent to apply for A Rocha Eco Church               
accreditation at Bronze, Silver or Gold level before the end of 
2022. 
“We encourage churches to take measurable action towards       
reducing their carbon footprint” 
The three resolutions based on these principles were passed   
unanimously. 



What is the Fifth Mark of Mission? 

“ Treasure: Safeguard Creation and sustain and renew the earth.” 

and   

“ The best time to plant a tree was twenty years ago. The second best time is 
today.”  (Chinese proverb). 

But how can you or I practically do this?  

Few people have a place to plant one, or the skills to plant it, or can be 
sure it will be protected in the future.  

We’ve found an answer. It’s the National Forest.  

It is a new wooded landscape for the nation across 200 square miles in the 
very heart of England.  

By making a donation of £15 a broadleaf 
tree is planted for you.  

You can choose from six types of tree, and 
receive a personalised certificate choosing 
from six designs.  

You can choose the wording. Maybe you’d 
like to commemorate a special occasion, or 
dedicate it to a family member or friend as a gift to them, as well as the 
planet, and future generations.   

Complete a very simple online process at nationalforest.org and you’ve 
contributed to Mission in a very practical way. 

If you can’t order on the internet, no problem. Contact Mark Pickering 
(07949 296 738) and he’ll get it done for you.   

Or have a chat to Mark if you want to know more. 



 

Wilfred and Wendy have a cold meeting.                                                  

Story 8 

      Wilfred felt cold. There was a cold wind blowing through the    

tunnels in the rockery and this meant one thing, it was winter. They 

had made some tunnels deeper down into the rockery when Aunt 

Agatha was staying and so it was time to use them. The problem with 

a rockery is that it is raised up from the rest of the ground so that in 

the winter it gets cold and in the summer it gets hot. The other    

problem is that worms cannot control their body temperature, it is 

the same as the temperature around them. So, when it is really hot 

they have to go deeper into the soil to keep cool and in the winter 

they go deeper to keep warm. This is because the deeper you go the 

temperature stays about the same. Wilfred decided to have one last 

look outside before he went deep down into the rockery to have quite 

a long sleep until winter was over. 

Birthday Celebrations     January 2021 

 

7th January           Virginia Becher 

11th January          Tom Henderson 

21st January           Ann Walters 

30th January           Michael Eden 

31st January            Christine Waller 

 



     Wilfred very carefully looked out of his tunnel. The leaves had    

fallen off most of the plants as they were also going to sleep for the 

winter. This meant there was not much cover to hide him. Then  

something very strange happened. Something white fell out of the sky 

which was rather odd because the sky looked rather dark grey. Then 

another fell down. At first Wilfred thought it was a petal from the 

cherry tree, but that was not in flower and anyway they were pink. 

Wilfred wondered if they were any good for food. 

There were lots of them now and so it was easy to 

get one in his mouth. The weirdest thing happened, 

as soon as he got it into his mouth it disappeared, 

just leaving a sort of wet taste. He tried several 

more and the same thing happened. Wilfred called 

for Wendy to come and see what was happening 

and she was amazed and tried eating the white stuff 

as well. Both worms then realized their mouths 

were getting very cold so they stopped trying to eat it. “We can’t ask 

Aunt Agatha what it is,” said Wendy, “it’s too far and too cold to go all 

that way”. “What shall we call it”, asked Wilfred. Wendy was just 

about to say she didn’t know the answer when she sneezed and she 

sort of said, “atchshhnow”. Wilfred was not sure what she said but it 

sounded like ‘shnow, so that’s what he decided to call it. Just then, 

Adrian, the little strange creature who lived in the big pile of bricks at 

the top of the garden came running out, jumping up and down and 

trying to catch the stuff from the sky. Almost immediately Yes Dear, 

the lady strange creature came running out, grabbed hold of Adrian 

and pulled him back inside. A few minutes later he came out again but 

this time dressed up in warm clothes and wearing wellingtons. Yes 

Dear and Oi You also came out, and also dressed in warm clothes. The 

words ‘snowflake’ and ‘snow’ were used a lot, and Wilfred couldn’t 



make out why they were using the same word, were they sneezing as 

well? The family collected up the snow and made it into balls which 

they then threw at each other. They soon got tired of doing that,     

especially as they were getting rather cold and wet. Oi You went to the 

shed and got a spade and a shovel and the little sea side spade for 

Adrian. They collected the snow into a pile with another smaller pile 

on top. Oi You got some pebbles from the driveway and stuck them 

into the pile of snow. Wilfred looked at the pile of snow and thought it 

looked sort of like one of the strange creatures, so he called it a snow 

strange creature. That was a long name so he decided to call it by a 

name he had heard some of them using some time ago, which was 

‘man’, so it became a ‘snowman’, although it looked more like a snow 

woman, as Yes Dear sometimes was covered in a cloth down to the 

ground.  Adrian started to cry and held his 

hands up to Yes Dear. They were wet and cold 

so they all went into the big pile of bricks to 

get warm. Wendy and Wilfred were also 

getting cold and although they wanted to stay 

and look at the snow they also knew they 

must get inside to where it was safe and warm. Wilfred was  puzzled. 

In the summer when leaves were on the trees and the big yellow circle 

in the sky was hot they had to keep inside the tunnels or they would 

dry out. In the winter the same yellow ball was in the sky but it was 

cold. Where did cold come from? Did the snow come because it was 

cold and if it did, would it disappear in the same way it did when he 

tried to eat it, or would it all still be there when it got warmer and  

everything started to grow again? And why did white snow come from 

grey clouds? He had never seen snow before so he did not know what 

to think. “Oh well” he thought, “we will find out in the Spring, or ask 

Aunt Agatha”.           



                                                

 There are more than three      

shepherds and three wise men in 

our Advent presentation   because 

they represent each of us on a  

journey to find new life…. 

There are also many lights on 

the trees and leading to the 

Church cross and imagine that 

YOU are one of those lights. 

What would you be like on your 

own? 

TOGETHER we can bring the 

Light of Christ to our community 

so thank you for being part of the 

family at Broadway United       

Reformed Church and we look 

forward to getting to know Jesus better together so that we 

can make him better known….. 

Richard and Virginia 

and the Elders pray 

you will be blessed 

with Hope, Peace, Joy 

and Love to find new 

Life this Christmas as 

a gift for the new 

year…. 
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ecember 

Christmas prayer 
Come, Jesus, come. 

You enter this world as a babe You bring light 
into darkness You offer hope in  hopelessness 

You share peace in troubled times You challenge 
empires and kings. You usher in the Fullness of 
Life. Come, Jesus, come. Amen 

 

D 
Commitment for Life—Prayer Partners 

http://www.broadwayurc-orcs.org.uk/

