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 With the faith of Abraham! 

Hebrews 11: 1-14 — and further if you want! 

 

 I have joked, in serious hope, that I will be like Abraham and active 

at 100! I have said that I would continue at Broadway for ten years — 

if I was wanted for that long — but circumstances might be dictating 

differently. I still hope to fulfil the Abraham vision! 

  I was thinking of serving God into old age and forgot some of the 

other implications of being ‘like’ Abraham. No, I am not about to tell 

you that Virginia is expecting a baby, but I realise Abraham was still 

travelling in faith and seeking the promised land when he died.  

  A vision is what we travel toward and Abraham saw it in the         

distance, but never reached it. Our faith is that the vision is so close 

we can almost touch it, but too far for us to reach it. What I have now 

realised is that however many years I am active for I travel in faith so 

other people will experience the Kingdom that comes down from 

heaven and touches earth. 

  It is why the Holy Spirit is so active as people show “faith in later 

life” because YOU are making that journey for others, not for      

yourself. We are all like aliens and strangers on earth looking for a 

better place (Hebrews 11: 13-14) so we keep on travelling in faith. 

  So as I thought we were becoming comfortable — although often 

challenged — in Broadway and ready to continue into even older age, 

God seems to be saying something different. Don’t settle down yet! 

  It seems that the message is being delivered by Synod through the 

deployment plans of ministers and, to be fair, we were aware of when 

we accepted the call to come to Broadway. It was intended to be a 

three year ministry that would conclude in May 2021, but has been 

extended until the end of the year. 



  However, to be pro-active in prayerful preparation we would suggest 

that our ministry will not be beyond the year’s end and could conclude 

at anytime during the course of 2021 depending on where God wants 

us to be. We really will be starting Lent in the wilderness of              

uncertainty and if you have been into the desert you will know how 

difficult it is to see a clearly marked road. There isn’t one because 

there is nothing but sand. 

  We can only walk with Jesus into that wilderness as we are led by the 

Spirit to confront whatever challenges there might be. As we consider 

the future ministry at Broadway the Elders said we have to be honest 

from the beginning so that we can all walk together in faith. 

  Broadway is a nice comfortable place in a wonderful village with 

some very special people in the church family, but that is not a reason 

to stay. That would be our personal choice for comfort and               

convenience rather than responding to the leading of the Spirit. Why 

leave the water behind after baptism to travel through the desert?  

  So, with ministry coming to an end, we begin to explore our options 

and where God wants us to be from the end of the year. It could be  

another part-time pastorate somewhere or not to have pastorate        

responsibilities and live somewhere new, but we don’t know where. 

  I always said I wanted to be like Abraham, but that was because he 

was active for God until he died and that’s the call for all of us. Be 

careful what you pray for, they say, because I forgot that Abraham 

obeyed and travelled in faith even though he didn’t know where he 

was going. (Hebrews 11: 8). 

  We don’t know where we are going and will be like strangers in a 

different place, but I pray that God won’t want us to live in a tent. (11: 

9) And as I am past retirement age and my children in their 30’s and 



40’s I won’t have to make the most difficult sacrifice that faced   

Abraham! 

  It is our faith though that unites us all and each of us is challenged to 

make sacrifices in life and as we do we find that doors open to        

exciting new opportunities. We can all loiter by the refreshing waters 

of the river from which we can drink or be led by the Spirit into the 

unknown. 

  Let’s not be left behind by Jesus, but walk with him as we are led by 

the Spirit trusting in God’s Word! 

 

God Bless, Richard 

   

   

 
 

 

 

 



LENT SERIES 

 
There will be a series of Lent Talks from mid-day starting on  
Wednesday February 24th. 
The talks from a BBC series will be introduced by Kathryn and will be 
followed by discussions and questions. The link to each session will be 
provided in Richard’s Monday letter each week: 
 

Wednesday 24th February    -   ‘Mystery’ by James Runcie 
Wednesday 3rd March            -   ‘Names’ by Bonnie Greer 
Wednesday 10th March          -   ‘Goodness’  by Ann Widdecombe 
Wednesday 17th March          -    ‘Sacrifice’ by Giles Fraser 
Wednesday 24th March       -     ‘Abandonment’ by Alexander McCall       
Smith 
Wednesday 31st March         -     ‘Vision’ by Nick Baines 

 
  

ZOOM MEETINGS 

 
As a number of people said that they liked the variety of choices 
they had on a Sunday morning for Church services we have        
continued to meet on Friday through Zoom.  
 
Some people access the United Reformed Church Daily Devotions 
service and others join services that are being streamed in the   
internet.  
 
WE RECOGNISE THAT SOME PEOPLE DO NOT LIKE ZOOM 
AND OTHERS DO NOT HAVE COMPUTERS TO ACCESS MANY 
OF THE MEETINGS WE PLAN BUT THERE IS AN OPTION TO 
LISTEN AND CONTRIBUTE BY TELEPHONE.  

 
YOU CAN DIAL 0203 901 7895 OR 0131 460 1196 AND THEN       
FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS. YOU WILL BE ASKED TO        
ENTER MEETING ID AS SHOWN IN THE LINKS AND THEN THE 
PASSCODE.  

 



IF YOU ARE SOMEONE WHO DOES NOT RECEIVE        
RICHARD’S LETTER IN TIME TO FIND THE LINK PLEASE 
LET HIM KNOW. 
 

CHURCH MEETING 
 

The next Church meeting will be by Zoom on   
Thursday February 18th at 7pm. 

Flood waters have submerged homes in 

isolated Guatemalan communities such as Alta 
Verapaz. Many are left without supplies or    
places to stay. 
 

Esteban Choc Giut, the Indigenous chief of the village, points to some 
rooftops in the distance. “That roof over there is mine,” he says, “and that is 
the school building. We lost everything, including all of the 500 books.”  
 
The Guatemalan Coordinator for the Reduction of Disaster (CONRED)        
estimates that there are 234 communities left incommunicado following the 
rains from Hurricanes Eta and Iota in November. 
CONRED lists 2.4 million people affected by flooding, with more than 
270,000 in temporary shelters. Some of those involved in the relief effort 
have estimated that there could be as many as 50,000 people in isolated 
communities who are not receiving aid. 
 
With no clean water to wash in, playing in stagnant water and living in 
cramped conditions, diseases are starting to spread. Health workers who 
have manged to get through report seeing coughs, stomach issues,            
diarrhoea, vomiting and fevers, as well as skin conditions.  
 
Support for our partner Christian Aid is vital. Christian Aid has worked in  
Central America for many years, and so is best placed – certainly from a UK 
perspective – to make a real difference on the lives of the very poorest    
communities affected by environmental disasters. 



 
Thank you for all you do in support of Christian Aid partners through       
Commitment for Life. 
 

Rohingya Moved to “Prisoner Island” 
 

Authorities in Bangladesh have begun to relocate thousands of Rohingya 
refugees to what has been described as a "prison island."  
 
Located at about 21 miles from the mainland, the controversial island facility 
can accommodate a tenth of the refugees who are in refugee camps in Cox’s 
Bazar, near the Myanmar border.  
 
The island only surfaced only 20 years ago. It has never been inhabited and 
is regularly submerged during monsoon season.  As such it is prone to the 
cyclones and extreme flooding that regularly beset the Bay of Bengal.  
 
“They have taken us here forcefully,” a 31-year-old man told Reuters as he 
boarded a bus near Cox’s Bazar. “Three days ago, when I heard that my   
family is on the list, I ran away from the block, but yesterday I was caught 
and taken here,” he said. 
 
An 18-year-old woman said that her spouse had put their names on the list 
thinking it was for rations. He fled when they were told to go to Bhasan 
Char, she said, adding that she is also hiding in the camp. 
 
With our partner Christian Aid, Commitment for Life works to secure the 
well-being of the refugees who languish in Cox’s Bazar. Please keep the   
refugees in your prayers. Pray especially for a softening of hardened leaders’ 
hearts in Myanmar, and for visible, compassionate action from the           
international community. 



Moving On. 

Since the last Broadsheet the leadership of the Ecochurch Steering Group 

has seamlessly passed from Noel to Chris. We have also welcomed Laura as 

a new and knowledgeable member. 

We returned our Annual Survey to A Rocha in early December and are    

delighted to discover that we had qualified for a Bronze Award. We now 

have a certificate which we hope to frame and place in the church foyer. 

The award was gained through work in three areas. With help from Roger 

we have been able to give a full picture of the energy supply and insulation 

in our buildings. In cooperation with Judith and Church in Society we have 

an agreed plan for ensuring that ecochurch has proper place in the annual 

pattern of  Church worship. Finally, following a very thorough review of the 

possibilities for a re-wilding our Church land ; the next steps are outlined in 

Ecochurch Extra folllowing this report. 

At our next meeting in February we shall determine what we can do as a 

church to gain the Silver award which will demonstrate to the community 

that we mean business. Then we will concentrate on the needs of the 

Church rather than badge hunting. All these actions may seem small beer 

but we are guided by the simple principle “Think globally. Act local” 

Ecochurch Steering Group 

Ecochurch Extra 

Would you like to help make the space around our church hall more     
pleasant and nature friendly?  

 

This is an opportunity for you to use your gifts.  

You might like to : 

Join a small team to help to plan and  coordinate the plant selection and 
other activity.  

Help prepare and plant out the flower area in the railway sleepers 



 Provide some plants or seeds  

Build some bird boxes, bug hotels, birdbath and feeders.  

Pray for the initiative or suggest some Scripture verses or 
poems  

Make a donation to pay for plants or materials.  

We are intending to approach this in a low cost and Eco friendly manner.  

Let Mark know if you'd like to discuss further or get involved 07949 296 
738 

 

Eco steering group 

Wilfred and Wendy meet some strange creatures.                           Story 9     

One evening when Wilfred was getting up for the night he decided to have a 

look outside from his hole in the rockery. He casually looked around when 

he saw something by the edge of the pond that he had not seen before. It 

was just a bit bigger than the peas Oi you planted in the garden. The bottom 

end had sort of golden and brown stripes, with the middle bit darker and 

what Wilfred assumed was the head also a dark brown. It had lots of legs, 

but Wilfred did not know how many as he could only count to one. There 

were lots of ones. On top were some wings, the head had big eyes with two 

little stalks coming out of the top. Underneath was a tube that went into the 

water at the edge of the pond. It looked as though the strange creature was 

sucking up water. Wilfred called to Wendy to come and have a look. She  

arrived and saw it but it soon flew away. They 

looked at each other and both had the same 

thought, ask Aunt Agatha.     

None of the children had seen the thing but 

Wilfred and Wendy did their best to describe it, 

so off the children went to ask Aunt Agatha. Over 

the next few days all the worms saw lots of these strange creatures, they 



even poked their heads inside the flowers that were growing in the garden 

and got them covered with a sort of coloured dust which they then stuck 

onto their legs before flying away. A few days later the children arrived back 

from Aunt Agatha’s and told everyone the strange things were called ‘honey 

bees’. They lived in a special box that Oi you had put on a patch of ground 

where some of the stinging nettles had been growing. Oi you had cleared the 

nettles, put down some concrete slabs and then put a frame of legs to put 

the bees home on. It had been all his banging around that has caused Aunt 

Agatha’s house to collapse. It also explained a very strange thing that Wilfred 

and Wendy had seen early one evening. Two of the strange creatures had 

arrived in the garden dressed all over in white clothes except for a black bit 

at the front of the hat. They could tell from the voices that one of them was 

Oi you. They carried a box between them and disappeared behind the    

rockery, but the worms could not see what they had done with it. According 

to Aunt Agatha she had heard it called a bee hive and the fluffy things that 

were called bees collected nectar and pollen from the flowers and then 

made honey. It was amazing what Aunt Agatha could hear. Sometimes the 

bees came to the flowers on the rockery and the two worms tried to say  

hello to them, but they always seemed too busy to answer as they collected 

the nectar and pollen. Never mind said Wilfred, it seems they have to work 

when it is sunny and warm, we must just enjoy them as they buzz around 

being very busy buzzy bees.      

One day Adrian and two friends came creeping down the lawn, Adrian      

carried a stick. They disappeared behind the rockery and went towards the 

bee hive. The worms could not see what happened but Adrian let out a    

really loud scream and came running up the garden followed by the other 

two friends, one of whom was also crying and holding his face. They all went 

into the big pile of bricks. That was not the end of the incident. The worms 

learned later the Adrian had poked his stick into the bee hive and upset the 

bees, so they wanted to tell him not to do it anymore in the only way they 

knew, by stinging him and his friends. Unfortunately not all the bees knew 



exactly who had poked them, so they decided to tell anybody they could 

find not to do it again. The man with the concrete garden was mending a 

strange machine and he got stung and in the garden with the big lawn they 

were having a picnic and two of them got stung. There was an awful lot of 

shouting and naughty words and when Oi you got home from work he got a 

really big telling off from everybody for having bees in his garden. Then 

Adrian got a really big telling off for poking them with his stick. For a while 

there was a lot of shouting and telling off. Oi you said he would move them 

as soon as he could and as it was getting dark the bees were going to bed 

and everything calmed down. A few days later Oi you 

and his friend moved the bees to another place well 

away from any houses and when he got some honey 

from the bees he gave a pot of it to each of his         

neighbours who were now all talking to each other and 

friends again and had forgiven Oi you and Adrian for 

what had happened.  

 

 

Birthday Celebrations   

3rd February      Mark Pickering 

17th February     Sue Jones 

19th February      Margaret Taylor 



 

God's peace be with us, lifting our anxieties, lightening our 
step, restoring our vision and filling us with hope.   

In Christ. Amen 
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