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Our Christmas Love finds life after Easter! 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

EASTER will be a good time to break out of lockdown and rediscover life, 

but it will never be the same as we remember it. 

  We’ve gone through a lot of suffering in the last year and whatever the new 

life looks like it WILL be different to what it was before. Whether it happens 

by April 4th, or later, we will celebrate a new beginning that will only get 

better with time. Easter, like Christmas, can’t be cancelled and can happen at 

any time of the year. 

  Christmas is our celebration of new life being born and Easter is our       

opportunity to remember the lessons of the past and live again with new 

hope. Wearing my ‘hat’ as a Church minister or, should I say, “with my   

collar back to front”, I imagine it as a journey from the stable to the cross to 

discover heaven on earth!  

  Christmas didn’t happen in the familiar way in December, but I plan to    

celebrate it on Sunday June 27th — and you can choose whether I will be six 

months late or six months early. It’s never too late to do the right thing so we 

can invite Jesus to be born in our hearts in any day or month of the year.  

  Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, Love divine; Love was born 

at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign, but can I suggest, Love grew 

stronger after Easter, Love so true, Love like wine, Love grew stronger after 

Easter, cross and tomb give the sign! 

  I have seen people give birth to the Christmas Love without even knowing 

it in the last year and that Love has grown stronger through Easter suffering 

as people have carried their cross without calling it such. It’s that Love in 

each other that gives rise to a new, different and better life. 

  Our Easter Communion in Church — or outside — will be a very special 

time to remember how Love touched so many lives in the pandemic in words 

and actions of people who don’t walk through the doors of any church or 



building of any faith. God is bigger than our belief or our buildings so that’s 

why Love has been such an amazing carer and healer in our church family 

and  community. 

  Thank you, whether you recognise it or not, for letting the Christmas Love 

be born in your hearts during the pandemic and please believe me, Easter 

WILL come and if we remember the lessons LOVE will be stronger and the 

new life better than we ever knew before.  

  It will be different. The new life we discover will be as unrecognisable as 

Jesus was to his disciples on the road to Emmaus, but when we break bread 

this Easter may our eyes open to the ever present Christ alive in our hearts. 

  He is the Love that was born in our hearts at Christmas and grows stronger 

after Easter so know that the journey from the stable doesn’t end at the cross, 

but leads to new life! I pray we can celebrate together and let Love         

overcome our fear. 

 

God Bless, Richard 



 

Go Potty This Spring  

Why not join in helping to regenerate God’s Earth? Here are some   
opportunities to help make the church land better for flowers, insects, 

birds, and people   

If you intend to grow some seeds this Spring and have more plants 
than you need we'd love to include them on the church land.  

If we're open again simply bring them in pots and leave them on the 
table by the Jubilee Room.  

If we're not back by the time your plants are ready, just let Mark know 
and he will collect them from you in a COVID safe manner. He can also 
provide pots if you need them.(07949 296 738) 

All plants are welcome - and particularly perennials like forget-me-
nots, snowdrops, violets, honesty, lungwort, alyssum, aquilegia, pink 
valerian, comfrey, hyssop, mint, thyme, marjoram, chives, coriander, 
sage, chamomile, hollyhock, knautia or scabius, evening primrose, 
knapweed, globe thistle, sedum, teasel, dahlia single petalled, hardy 
fuscia, mahonia, hebe, salvia, 

Also, let us know if 

•  you would like to enjoy gardening on the church land by helping to 
plant the donated items? or 

•     you have unwanted water barrels, watering cans or compost bins, or a 
washing up bowl,  or a table to put the pots on, or a wormery or 

•      you would like to make a simple birdbox (we have a clever, yet simple 
design, from a single plank of wood) or  

•       you would like to make a donation towards buying bird food to refill 
the feeders (see below) 

•      then contact Mark for more information, or if you'd like      
something collected, 07949 296 738  or 
markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com  

Suggestion: Some folk are already using some of these ideas for selected 
parts of their own gardens if they can, could you? 

mailto:markp.broadwayurc@outlook.com


“Vacant for Immediate Occupation. No chain. New 
Build – Taylor –made, reclaimed materials” 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Best bird food restaurant in the Cotswolds. 

 Ingredients sourced by local 
people. Better than Pie in the 
Sky” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pili-Palas * Grand Opening 

*Pili-Pala in Welsh means butterfly 

Palas means Palace 

An apt description for this high class Broadway        
establishment  

 

Ecochurch Steering Group 

 

 



Notes from Church in Society 
 
A recent Saturday Zoom Talk 
 
On Saturday, 13th February, Brother Benedict SSF (the brother of Margaret 
Harrington) and a member of the Society of Saint Francis, an order of the 
Anglican Church, gave an interested group a presentation about his work 
with asylum seekers in Leeds. 
 
Benedict told us that some categories of asylum seekers have no legal rights, 
no automatically provided accommodation and no sources of money,        
especially as they can't legally work in the country. These are wholly reliant 
on informal volunteers and charity support including from Churches and  
other faith organisations for both accommodation and food. Brother        
Benedict is based and ministers to men at a house in Leeds where some of 
them are placed . The individuals are often vulnerable, without family and 
some have very tough 'back' stories. Some may or may not ultimately       
receive official refugee status, when they can obtain limited state support, 
but this can take a very long time. 
 
Brother Benedict's brotherhood can't formally ask for donations but is very 
happy to receive supermarket vouchers which he can distribute. These can 
be sent directly to Margaret who will pass them on. Spare blankets, single 
sheets and single duvet covers are also very welcome but would have to 
await transport later in the year. Please speak to Margaret. 
 
The next Saturday Morning Zoom Talk will be at 10.15 for 10.30 am on 20th 
March, when Diane Bennett will talk about Caring Hands in the Vale. Details 
will be posted in Richard's Weekly letter nearer the time. 
 
Christian Aid Week. The Committee would like to brighten up the garden in 
front of the Church during Christian Aid Week (9th - 15th May) with flowers! 
Please, if you are able to pot up and loan a small plant from your garden 
which would hopefully be in flower or bright leaf in early May that would be 
excellent. If the plant is eco-friendly that would be a bonus! There will be 
more information in the following Broadsheet magazines. Thank you. 
 
Ann 



COVID-19 & FLOODS  

Our Christian Aid Bangladesh              

programme has been working on       

supporting partners facing the new 

challenges of COVID19 on top of the challenges they were already facing 

such as climate change and flooding. "This is going to be the worst flood in a 

decade," said Bangladesh's Chief of Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre. 

This year the monsoon floods have affected 21 districts in northern and 

northeastern parts of Bangladesh with 15 districts moderately to severely 

impacted. Christian Aid partners are sending constant updates: floodwaters 

are rising. People, livestock and houses are underwater. Water and           

sanitation infrastructure has been damaged. Most of the Char (island)  

farmers, many of whom are dairy farmers, were hoping to recover from the 

economic shock of COVID-19 during Eid, as this is the festival when Muslims 

sacrifice cattle and goats. However, due to heavy flooding the                

transportation of livestock was difficult. Farmers were not seeing good   

prices for their livestock as COVID-19 continues to cause economic         

challenges. However, the Bangladesh programmes support the most       

vulnerable as they face these challenges.  

COVID-19 Response 

 Christian Aid partners have been taking action to prepare for COVID-19 in 

the Rohingya refugee camps. In order to reduce the risk of transmission, 

operations in the camps have been reduced to the provision of essential 

services. All nonessential visits to the camps have been suspended – but our 

work continues. Christian Aid has an office in Cox’s Bazaar and in Camp 15 

with a large warehouse. We have a team of 25 experienced and skilled    

national staff working together with local NGO partners (Dustha Shasthya 

Kendra and Dhaka Ahsania Mission). We are raising awareness of the virus 

and sharing hygiene messages to people in the camps in their local         

Rohingya languages. We are also assisting doctors in the camps to receive 

training so they can treat infected people and train other doctors in health 



Prayer for Bangladesh 
 

 

 

 

 

facilities. Christian Aid expects to train 85-100 healthcare staff on infection, 

prevention and disease control. We're also ensuring healthcare staff are 

equipped with personal protective equipment (PPE) and that handwashing 

stations are available at the entrances to 10 health facilities.  

Global Justice Now (GJN)  

Debt is too often a mechanism of control imposed on the poor by the rich. 

COVID-19 has torn away the claims that the system work for the most     

vulnerable in the world. GJN is calling for the immediate cancellation of 

huge swathes of debt in the global south, along with a wealth tax to         

stabilise and improve health services.  



Wilfred and Wendy meet some visitors.                                                 

Story 10 

It was late afternoon and Wilfred and Wendy could not sleep as    

Adrian and some friends were making a lot of noise. They were kicking 

a thing called a ball and trying to get 

it between two sticks and another 

little strange creature was trying to 

stop it. When the little strange     

creature, which Wilfred thought was 

called a ‘boy’, did not stop it, they 

changed places. Wilfred thought it 

was a daft thing to do, why have a boy try to stop it when it would be 

easier not to have anyone there. He was trying to puzzle it out when 

several big strange creatures arrived and each chose a small strange 

creature, all of them it seemed were called ‘boy’, and they all went 

around the big pile of bricks and disappeared. It was now very quiet 

and Wilfred and Wendy thought they would go back to bed and try to 

get some sleep, when there was a sudden commotion. Some big 

strange creatures had arrived and Oi You, Yes Dear and Adrian came 

running out of the big pile of bricks. They put the long dangly bits at 

the top of themselves around each other and banged their heads    

together. Two of the strange creatures had grey stuff on top of their 

heads and the worms knew they were called Granny and Grandad as 

they had been before. They had not seen the other strange creature 

before. The stuff on top was the colour of well-rotted compost and it 

also had two dangly bits at the top and two more to hold it up. It also 

had a drainpipe type of covering on them. The strange thing had 

marks on the front at the top, but being worms they did not know 

what they meant, perhaps it was the strange creatures name, in the 



same way the people who had inspected the garden a long time ago 

had a label to remind them of their names. Yes Dear and Granny went 

into the big pile of bricks and the new strange creature started  

throwing the ball at Adrian. The problem was that Adrian could not 

catch it and when he tried to throw it at the 

strange creature it went all over the garden. 

The new strange creature soon got fed up with 

this and went into the big pile of bricks, coming 

out in a moment with some white flappy stuff 

and different coloured sticks. They sat at the 

table and made marks on the white flappy stuff 

with their coloured sticks. 

Oi You and Grandad started to walk around the 

garden. Grandad spoke in a funny way, at least 

the worms thought so. “Why b’aint you dug that there gardin”? asked  

Grandad. “Because it has been too wet”, said Oi You, “and I work all 

week”. “Ummm”, said Grandad, “and why ‘as youm put the new pond 

unnerneath the cherry tree, it’ll get full of leaves”. “I have got some 

netting to put over the pond to catch the leaves”, said Oi You, feeling 

very pleased he had already thought of it. “Oii see youm got lots o’ 

worms in yoour new rockery”, said grandad. The worms were         

horrified, they thought the entrances were well covered up, but  

Grandad could see them, mind you, grandad could see everything and 

not all the new leaves of the plants on the rockery had grown. wus a 

daft thing to do in a gardin loike this”, “Yes, I know”, said Oi You. 

“Noice compost bin though, ‘av you had any compost yet”? Asked 

Grandad. “Yes, a little bit, I put it onto the vegetable patch” said OI 

You. “Good”, said Grandad,” now youm got to dig it in so as to make 

your vegetabules grow.  Noice lawn, how did you manage to do that”? 



Birthday Celebrations   

4th March       Nancy Rogers 

7th March       Ian Tucker 

14th March     Sheila Payne 

18th March      Laura Holt 

 

Before Oi You could answer, Yes Dear came out of the big pile of 

bricks and shouted, “tea”. She put some food on the table and they 

all sat on chairs and ate it. The worms had seen this happen before 

and wondered what it was, it did not look like the soil and leaves 

they ate, it must be special strange creature food. When they had 

eaten it all they said goodbye, wrapped the long dangly bits around 

other, banged their heads together and went back to their own 

home. The other strange creature with the compost coloured stuff on 

top also left. 

Wilfred and Wendy wiggled into their home. Wendy snuggled up to 

Wilfred, “I’m getting bored, I think we need a new adventure. How 

about going to visit our relatives in the vegetable patch, we haven’t 

seen them for ages and we could visit the compost bin to see what it 

is like and then stay with Aunt Agatha, what do you think”? She did 

not get a reply, Wilfred had fainted at the very thought of it all. Did 

they visit Aunt Agatha, well, that’s another story.   
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