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We’ve done lots of following 

now it’s time for the being! 

Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, 

my love is stronger than your fear. 

Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger 

and I have promised, promised to be always near! 

 

We are looking forward to living again as we celebrate the resurrection and 

the promise of new life! As we see each other for the first time in months we 

might well shout with joy that we are alive — but the hugging and the singing 

must wait a little longer! 

  When Jesus stands among us at the meeting of our lives and welcomes us 

eye to eye as we gather with our hearts joined in unity we will be praying that 

he will take away our fear. As at the resurrection there will still be some fear 

loitering in the shadows of doubt. Is it really safe to step out of our           

lockdown? Can love join our hearts in unity and take away our fear?  

  I am inspired by the stranger who meets us in a garden whose voice we 

know, but face we don’t.  I am encouraged by the stranger walking on the 

road who I don’t recognise until we break bread together. I am filled with 

hope by the stranger standing on the shore who tells me what to do and when 

I do as he says I see a miracle before my eyes. Yet, I am also overwhelmed 

with fear and doubt by the stranger who walks through our doors and says 

touch my wounds and you will know me. 

  The picture of the Risen Jesus as a stranger is the one that challenges me 

most as we look to the future because it is our call to be that person to each 

other. “Brother, sister, let me serve you, let me be as Christ to you!”  

  There is a most profound message in those few words we sing as we are 

called ‘TO BE like Christ to you’ not ‘TO FOLLOW Christ with you!’ Until 

they arrived at the cross and the tomb the disciples had been followers but 



now they are challenged to stop following and start being! Let me BE as 

Christ to you…. 

  We have heard all the words so many times, we have sung the Easter songs 

again and again, but when people can touch the wounds of a stranger they 

will feel the Love that is so great that it is stronger than any fear. We can tell 

the stories of who Christ is and what God has done through him, but the   

resurrection stories are fundamental to the context of who we are called to 

be. They are our transition from FOLLOWING Jesus Christ together to    

BEING Jesus Christ to each other. 

  When we are prepared to break into people’s lives and show our wounds 

from carrying our cross and shouting for justice we will open people’s minds 

to scripture in an exciting new way. It is not a love story to tell, but a love to 

be lived. 

   So, as we rediscover life again it is our opportunity to remember how 

Christ is seen in the wounds of a stranger. We were called to follow Jesus to 

the cross, but now is the time to pick up our own cross and BE Jesus by   

revealing the love that overcomes all our fear. 

  As Church we claim to be the Body of Christ and I pray that is what we will 

start BEING rather than FOLLOWING. Easter is our time to find new life by 

BEING like Christ so that the community can see that we really are who we 

say we are!  

  The Iona chorus tells us that his love is stronger than our fear so if we can 

BE Love in all that we do there is nothing we need fear for the rest of the 

year — and beyond. May we all have a very happy resurrection! 

 

God Bless, Richard 



 

This year it will be difficult to collect the Leprosy Mission 
Boxes on Easter Sunday. Therefore I would be grateful if 
those of you who have a box would count the money in your 
box and either send me a cheque for the amount or else 
speak to me about a bank transfer. I will do the same as last 
year send a cheque directly to the Leprosy Mission. It would 
help if this could be by the end of April. 

Best Wishes 

Pat  

Church in Society 
 
On 20th March we had our third and last Saturday morning Zoom 
talk of the season, from Dianne Bennett of Caring Hands in the Vale 
in Evesham 
Our Church has donated food, household goods and personal items to 
Caring Hands in the Vale (CHV) over many years but, as we listened 
to Diane, we realised how much we didn't know about their work. 
 
The overall vision of CHV is to relieve poverty and need in the Vale 
of Evesham and it has been endeavouring to do so since 2003.      
Presently based at the Vale of Evesham Christian Centre it has been a 
registered charity since 2016. 
 
People are referred for help and assistance by many different local 
agencies, medical and social, and there are several 'Banks' of donated 
resources available.  
 



The Food Bank, which makes up weekly food parcels and hampers at 
Christmas; the Household Bank; the Clothing Bank for rough     
sleepers and smart interview clothes; the Baby Bank where need has 
risen 20% in recent months and the Homeless Bank with items such 
as sleeping bags and filled backpacks. 
 
At the moment general stocks in the banks are high but the Clothing 
Bank would like to receive men's good trousers or jeans sizes 28"- 
32" inclusive. 
 
The charity works with many other local groups and agencies to offer 
supportive help and back-up to the homeless and rough sleepers and 
there are four such people in the town at the moment. 
 
Based at the Christian Centre there is also a “pop-in diner” closed at 
the moment but hopefully to open again soon. This offers free meals 
twice a week, a base for the homeless outreach team, an annual 
Christmas lunch and more. 
 
Also Diane told us of SWEP. This is a severe weather protocol based 
in All Saints Church, Evesham, which offers shelter when               
temperatures drop below freezing or when they rise above 30 degrees 
in the summer. There seems to be good joined up thinking going on 
in Evesham! 
 
Diane concluded her talk with some exciting news. The charity had 
very recently bought the old Christadelphian Meeting Room at the 
top of Waitrose's Evesham car-park and in due course, after building 
work, will become the CHV hub. With more space they hope to    
additionally offer  showers, clothes washing facilities, a computer 
suite, haircuts, lockers for the homeless, teaching of cooking skills, 
care addresses and much more. The development will be done in 
phases and fundraising will be a vital activity going forward. 
 
We, as a group (about 20), were given much food for thought this 
March morning and we offered, and Diane requested, our supportive 
prayers for everyone involved with Caring Hands in the Vale as well 
as our continuing practical support.  
 
Diane was warmly thanked for her presentation. 



 
Christian Aid Week 
 
Official dates have changed! 
 
In order to re-use all the pamphlets, envelopes and resources from 
2020, Christian Aid has moved its collection week on by one day, so 
that last year’s 'dates work'. The official week for collection is now 
from Monday,10th to Sunday, 16th May. We at Broadway URC will, 
however, maintain our CAW service on Sunday, 9th May and will 
have individual envelopes available in Church. 
 
The theme for CAW is “Stand together against the climate crisis”. 
Because of the pandemic, it is very difficult to plan for a form of     
public collection during CA week this year. The committee intend to 
hang a banner at the front of the Church and put a large sign noting 
how the public can give.  
 
We will hopefully have lots of donated pots of flowers plus flower  
arrangements decorating the 'fish area' to catch passing people's       
attention. Again, can we remind those who can, to think of some    
suitable plants they might pot up now which will flower in early to 
mid May. Flower arrangers too will be called on in due course! 
 
The CIS committee has been thinking about other ways, apart from a 
probably not practical do-able street collection', to fund-raise for 
CAW. A stall or two outside the manse / church during the week was 
mooted at our last meeting. We will have to wait nearer to the time to 
see what is feasible and safe. We may do something last minute; so 
please keep up-to-date with the May Broadsheet and with Richard's 
letters! 
 
Ann Walters. 
 



  Still Going Potty This Spring   

If you'd like to bring your donated plants to 
church there's an Eco table by the Jubilee Room 
where we gather them before planting. Please 

label with name of plant  . 

All plants are welcome at any time.  

Or if you prefer let Mark know on 07949 296 
738 and he'll collect from your home in a Covid 

safe way.   

How R & L Holt aim to be ECO friendly and Carbon 

neutral. 

We have 3 sites in the Vale of Evesham growing tomatoes (mainly on 

the vine) in very modern tall glasshouses-important for plant and      

employee welfare as well as energy efficiency. Most grow long season 

crops but our oldest and Head Office has the latest winter production 

glasshouse.  

Challenges 

Water usage 

Fuel and Renewable energy usage. 

Energy saving devices 

Eco friendly areas. 

Water usage 

All rain on our glasshouse roofs is captured and fed into reservoirs that 

are sized to be adequate for excessive sudden rainfall and any          

prolonged period of rainfall. This water is then used mixed with mains 

water when the plants are established and is also used on its own to 

flush toilets etc.  

Our plants are grown in water on hanging gutters and the water is 

pumped round 24/7 on a closed system. This means that we are one of 



the lowest users of water for Tomato growers in the UK when we 

benchmark our inputs.  

Fuel and Renewable energy usage. 

Tomato plants need heat, light and CO² to be productive. All sites 

have natural gas boilers as a backup where the CO² it produces is all 

used in the crop. 

Renewable energy is the main source of heat however. At our oldest 

site we have a Combined Heat and Power engine that has a codinox 

that provides CO² to the plants. This also allows us to run LED lights 

for winter production and export electricity when possible. 

At the other two sites we have Biomass Boilers that run off Grade A 

wood that would end up in landfill otherwise. The CO² is provided 

from the Anaerobic Digesters Evesham Vale Growers have; one by 

tanker delivery (we have a storage tank at one site) and the other piped 

directly into the glasshouse-a first for the UK. 

The site with the piped CO² also has a Heliex (Steam engine) attached 

to the Biomass Boiler which increases the efficiency of it. Also, we 

have just received a small Combined Heat and Power engine to      

produce electricity on the other site. 

These Biomass boilers mean that only a little gas if any is used. 

Overriding all this we have solar panels on non-glasshouse roofs on all 

3 sites to help mitigate electricity costs. Even the two staff houses 

have solar panels. 

All these renewable engines have been approved by the Government 

Ofgem department. 

 Energy saving devices 

All glasshouses have thermal screens for the roof and sides as well as 

apex screens. These are used at night, when temperatures are cold and 

with a blackout screen for winter production. 

Everything is controlled by computers to maximise the best growing 



conditions for the plant while not wasting heat unnecessarily. We use 

hot water pipes in the glasshouse to heat them that double up as rail 

tracks for our machinery. We also have large buffer tanks to store hot 

water in the day so we can release it back at night to heat the         

glasshouses. Energy usage is kept to a minimum. 

Bumble bees are used for pollination and natural predators are used to 

destroy pests and diseases. 

Eco friendly areas 

Despite the lack of land, we embrace eco-friendly areas. On one site a 

local beekeeper keeps his hives where the bees feast on the orchard 

nearby. 

On our oldest site we have turned the banks of the reservoir into a   

future wildflower area and planted 100 plants from Cotswold Plants.  

We encourage birds with boxes and feeding and we have sighted 

ducks on our reservoirs. 

Recycling 

We try to recycle as much as possible; broken glass goes to a             

specialist recycler, plants can be composted, polythene and   cardboard 

goes to a Farm recycle company and the way we grow we have little 

waste.  

Our produce is picked into reusable crates and sent to a local pack-

house and the crates are then steam washed and returned. 

Carbon neutral 

By using renewable energy , being energy efficient, using minimum 

water and natural pest control as well as encouraging wild life we   

believe we are as close to carbon neutral and environmentally friendly 

as we can be. 

Laura Holt 



Birthday Celebrations 

6th April     Megan Thomas 

10th April    Judy Aiton 

12th April    Wyn Whitten 

29th April    Pat Wallace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pick up your cross and carry it in prayer… 
and find a message for YOU in the flowers! 

 
Can you see the message that is so important for us to         

remember in these challenging times? You are invited to pick 

up your own cross as you pass Broadway United Reformed 

Church and carry it with you in prayer as we look forward to 

new life beyond Covid and to everyone who visits, passes or 

stops to rest on our benches  

may you find God’s Love in your life. 



Broadway United Reformed Church 

77,High Street , Broadway , Worcestershire. WR12 7AL 

www.broadwayurc-worcs.org.uk 
 
Minister                                        Revd. Richard Becher 
Secretary                            Michael Payne burcsecretary@outlook.com 
Booking Secretaries                     Margaret and Roger Harrington   
Church E-mail address                  broadwayurc@outlook.com 
 
Articles for the next Broadsheet can be sent to broadsheet.editor@hotmail.co.uk 
or can be placed in the folder at the back of the Church 
Closing date for articles 19th April 2021 
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