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"Love came down at Christmas" 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
 Can we believe it?  It's Christmas time again, a 
full twelve months since the last one.  And for all of 
us, what a strange year it has been.  We remember 
the passing months, for many of us punctuated by 
sadness, stress, loneliness.  Yet for others there 
have been joyful times too.  For weeks and months 
we had Friday services by Zoom.  We even got used 
to them and now sometimes miss them a little.  At 
church we have seen a return to "proper" church 
services, back in our church building.  We have    
become accustomed to the various rules and been 
grateful for the vast body of work of the Health 
and Safety group.  We now have coffee after the 
service and Church Meetings in the Hall, still with 
certain rules.    
 
  There is a song, popular at this time of 
year :-"Have yourself a Merry little Christmas" and 
I have always found the sentiments difficult.  We 
remember Christmases of old and inevitably      
compare them with today.  As an only child I think 
of quiet Christmases, rather lonely as all my 
friends were with their own families, but I know 
that many of you have memories of great          
gatherings of family and friends.  And it can be so 
different now, as indeed it was last Christmas.  As 
a church in vacancy, we are now, more than ever, 
responsible for supporting each other at Christmas 
and over the coming months.  We should be        



sensitive to peoples' individual needs.  As Advent 
leads us into Christmas we offer ourselves anew to 
Christ as he comes again into our lives as a baby.  
The outward trappings of Christmas, the decorated 
trees, the festive food, the crackers, serve as 
memory joggers.  For us, however, we know that 
Christmas is much more than that.  For some, all 
these symbols, both religious and secular, remind us 
of happy times, whereas for others they serve only 
to reinforce poignant memories.  These are          
reinforced by the inevitable "It's the first, fifth, 
twentieth Christmas since…….   
 
We still warm to the messages of Advent and the 
Christmas story.  The baby Jesus, like all babies, 
soon grows up.  Richard often told us that we should 
take the baby out of the stable and into the world, 
making him the centre of our lives and introducing 
him to all whom we may meet.  We ask for his 
strength to be beside us as we do just that,       
ministering to one another.  This may not be a 
"Merry Little Christmas" 
but we can, with Christ's 
help, meet individual needs 
and ensure that we both 
have and give a Blessed 
Christmas. 
 
Judith Gibbons 



CHURCH IN SOCIETY 
 
Christmas collection  
The recent Church Meeting agreed that this year’s       
Christmas Collection should be for St. Richard’s Hospice in 
Worcester. Gift Aid envelopes will be available in the 
Church on the 12th, 19th, 24th and 25th December. 
 
Emergency Fund 
We are in the process of sending £150 to Afghanistan 
through UNICEF.  
 
Campden Home Nursing 
 

On 13th November Helen Markatis, CEO of Campden 
Home Nursing (CHN) came to the hall to talk to 13 church 
members and visitors about the work of the independent 
charity Campden Home Nursing, which supports those    
living with life-limiting illness in the local area. 
For 30 years CHN has offered a wonderful free of charge 
'hospice at home' service, with qualified and very              
experienced nursing staff ministering to the community in 
and around Chipping Campden. Although Gloucestershire-
based, most of its beneficiaries are from Worcestershire,  
especially in and around Broadway. 
Over the years the charity has grown and extra services 
have been added. Firstly, a bereavement counselling service 
and, more recently at Jecca House in Chipping Campden, 
their very new HQ and a selection of cancer support        
services. These include psychological support through     
one-to-one sessions plus a selection of group activities, eg. 
daily drop-in for tea; an art group, gardening group,         
relaxation class, craft group, 'knit and natter', 'men in sheds', 
a book club, a carers group including a lunch group and a 
walking group. The charity also offers bereavement support 



for children under 11. 
Jecca house, as well as providing a home-from-home        
environment for patients, their families and carers, has space 
for the CHN offices and also a fund-raising shop run by   
volunteers. Helen indicated they were always happy to     
accept help, be it by donation or by volunteering of time at 
events or in the shop. 
The website for the charity is campdenhomenursing.org 
where further information can be found. 
In questions afterwards, the possibility of an outreach       
service based in Broadway was raised and Helen noted that 
as something to consider for the future, given the high     
proportion of their patients that live in the area. 
After questions we warmly thanked Helen for her talk and 
time and £40 for CHN was raised from those present. 
 
Our next Saturday Morning Talk has not yet been scheduled. 
If you have any ideas for a possible speaker on community 
and social matters which might be of interest and relevance 
please speak to Ann. 
 
Other recent talks, both in the hall or by Zoom, have been 
about the Evesham Pastors, 'Shelter', Margaret’s brother on 
working with refugees in Leeds and Caring Hands in the  
Vale. 

Questions for Gardener's Time   

Would you like to donate a little 
time helping to maintain and plant 
out the church garden around the 
hall?  

If so let Mark know.   

All are welcome 



Birthday Celebrations 

2nd December    Marion Tunwell 

5th December      Noel Kershaw 

7th December      Jean Moore 

8th December      Maggie Tucker 

9th December      Richard Becher 

16th December    Vicki Packman 

 

7th January  Virginia Becher 

11th January  Tom Henderson 

21st January  Ann Walters 

30th January Michael Eden 

31st January Christine  Waller     



Services in December 

 

All services start at 10.30am. Everyone is invited to stay for 
refreshments  in the Church Hall after the service. 

Our Theme for Advent is:    AWAKE!      REJOICE! 

 

December 5th      2nd Sunday in Advent       

 CHRISTMAS COMMUNION SERVICE     Revd Kathryn Louch 

    

December 12th   3rd Sunday In Advent           Michael Payne 

 

December 19th    4th Sunday in Advent          

 9 Lessons & Carols led by Revd Kathryn Louch 

 

December 24th    CHRISTMAS EVE  2-30pm    

Lessons, Carols &  Candelight   led by Revd Kathryn Louch 

 

December 25th     CHRISTMAS DAY  10.30am  Michael Payne 



Some more about the windows. 
 
Whilst searching in the church archives I found the item below, which 
was an unpublished part of the information that Mr. Val Freeman 
wrote in the history of the church which was published in 1992. It    
follows the reason why we have the windows. 
 
   ‘The Chapel at that time was some 15 ft. higher than it is 

now and the window openings were correspondingly larger 

so that when the alterations were carried out it became 

needful to modify the windows. The elaborate coloured glass 

surrounds to the central motifs were discarded and the    

present simple surrounds introduced. Nothing apart from 

the surrounds was lost in the case of “Charity” but “St. John” 

originally had two roundels incorporated , the Eagle – the 

ancient symbol of the Saint, above his head, and the text, 

“God is Love”, a quotation from his letter at his feet. It was 

felt these should be preserved and they were incorporated 

into the opening lights of the other two windows. 

  The brass memorial tablets to Emma and Captain          

Treherne were originally placed beneath their respective 

windows but could not be accommodated in the new wall 

space, so were placed in their present positions, along with 

other memorial tablets to avoid cluttering the clean lines of 

the wall between the windows’.  

 
What a shame the surrounds were removed, the windows would have 
been quite spectacular.  
 
Are these windows inspired by the teaching of the Essenes? If there 
was just one window then it could just be taken as a pretty window, 
but all stained glass windows tell a story. In days of old they were a 
means of telling people who could not read, stories from the bible, or 
other important things. These two windows certainly tell a story and 
the fact that they can be directly linked to the teaching and practices 



 of the Essenes may be a coincidence, or true. Another factor is that 
the dove is considered to be a clean bird and held in highest             
estimation in eastern nations. It also signifies mildness, gentleness and 
innocence. The olive branch was used as a symbol of reconciliation 
and peace. This may be coincidental or related to the fact that when 
the Bible as we know it was put together, many elements of early 
Christianity were left out or altered to suit the needs of the early 
Christian rulers. It would be very interesting to find out if this is the 
case.  It is also of interest to note that some of the healing services 
took place in view of the St. John window, very fitting now we know 
what it means.  
 An Architectural and Stained Glass Historian (I have his contact        
details) is of the opinion the windows were constructed around 1902 
to 1907. They were made by Frank Holt and Co. of Warwick. His name 
is engraved on the bronze plaque to Emma. The windows are of a very 
high quality, especially in a non-conformist church.    
 An old information booklet from Barn Close Surgery shows the flask, 
snake and tree branch, all symbols that appear in the two windows 
and in the case of the branch it is basically the same as on the tree on 
the memorial plates to Captain and Emma Treherne.   
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Moving stories 
Where is Palestine? 

A new report from Christian Aid has highlighted the deep inequalities 

dividing Palestinians and Israelis, threatening a further escalation of 

violence and loss of life.  

Our good friend William Bell, Christian Aid's Head of Middle East   

Policy & Advocacy, has said, "Palestinians face an even more grim 

future... Without justice and equality there will be no Palestine and 

without Palestine neither Palestinian nor Israeli can enjoy the         

security, dignity and prosperity that all need to thrive and survive."  

What passes for normality in Palestine is unsustainable in the face of 

the inequalities and injustices that characterize daily life for millions 

of Palestinian people on the West Bank and Gaza. Christian Aid has 

urged a concerted action by the international community, including 

the UK government, to help address the underlying conditions that 

fuel the conflict, failing which here will be a continued cycle of       

violence and poverty.  

The report shows how more than two decades since Palestinian and 

Israeli leaders signed the first Oslo Accord, there is no peace, with 

daily life for Palestinians worsening on many measures.  

Commitment for Life works in partnership with Christian Aid to     

support local United Reformed congregations in their prayers,        

advocacy, and generosity to and for the most vulnerable communi-

ties in Palestine and Israel.  



Dear all, 

 

I wish you and your family Peace and Joy at Christmas. 

I have now lived at Cavendish Park Care Home in Evesham for nearly two 
years. I need increasing care and am grateful to the staff who provide it for 
me. This letter has been written by my sons, Chris and Tim, with my       
suggestions. 

Because of the Covid situation, visits were difficult for a while, but I kept in 
touch with family and friends through phone calls, skype and family photos. 

As restrictions eased, I was delighted to have 
in-person visits from my children,             
grand-children and great grand-children as 
well as my sister and other family and friends. 
On my birthday, Chris and Chenda took me 
out to Dover Hill and later in the summer we 
went to the Lavender Fields at Snowshill. 

Chris and Chenda continue to enjoy the Lake 
District, with regular long walks and bird     
watching trips. Their elder son, Peter, will return 
from South Africa in December for a five month 
sabbatical. Their daughter, Rachel, now works 
at a local secondary school and hopes to have 
moved house in Yateley by Christmas and her 

daughters, Phoebe and Ella are now 7 and 4 respectively. Their younger 
son, Andrew, has been promoted at Go Ape in Kent and will be getting  
married to Beth next year. 

Tim and Rachel’s children continue to grow up – Alice is just starting her 
GCSEs and was a Transition Mentor for the new Year 7 arrivals this year; 
Molly is now in her last year at Primary School where she is President of the 
Eco Council. 

By the time you read this, my flat will hopefully have been sold and I am 
pleased that many of the contents have been distributed amongst family 
and friends. 

I am sorry that I am no longer able to keep in touch with so many of my 
friends as I get tired very easily and find using the phone and emails       
increasingly difficult. 

 

With my love 

 

Susan 



REPORT FROM SYNOD OCTOBER 2021 

The October Synod met at Wylde Green URC on Saturday 16th         
October 2021, I wasn’t there myself but I send a brief resume which I 
have written from the Minutes of the Meeting for you to read and 
note. 

This was the first in person meeting of Synod since October 2019 and 
the Moderator celebrated that we could meet again in person.  He 
also welcomed Mrs Rachael Wakeman as the new Synod Clerk from 
July 2021.    

The Moderator welcomed Professor David Reynolds of the Legacies of 
Slavery Task Group and a video from the group was shown.  This gave 
the background to the history of slavery, with involvement of       
Christians within the dissenting traditions, and the work of the Task 
Group as well as discussion of injustices and racism still in our society 
today.   Three recommendations have come from the group:-   

1. Apology 

2. Reparations, namely repair and justice 

3.      An ongoing journey of examining white privilege. 

Proposals would be coming to General Assembly in July 2022. 

 

Eco Policy – The Moderator spoke to this item.  ‘of primary              
importance was to continue to work towards reducing our carbon 
footprint.   That was a responsibility for every individual and every 
local church, as well as the Synod.   It was the intention of the Synod 
to continue to reduce our carbon footprint and to this end the March 
22 Synod will be an online meeting again.’ 

 

Pension Deficit Contributions – Steve Powell, the Synod Treasurer 
spoke to this: 

It was about the deficit relating to service to date in the pension fund.  



There was a problem because the pension regulator was requiring 
increasing caution in valuation assumptions – if the assumptions of 3 
years ago were used there would not be a deficit at all for example.  
The solution was a URC problem which required a family URC         
solution. The reality was that most URC funds were held at Synod   
level.   Every synod accounts differently, however the Treasurer and 
Finance Officer thought the suggested 4M was an equitable share for 
the West Midlands.    

The key questions were: 

 Are we prepared to contribute? 

 Do we agree to pay 4M? 

 How can we fund it? 

It was agreed by consensus decision making that the West Midlands 
Synod would pay the following:  2021 – Nil   2022 - £534,000        
2023 -  £534,000  2024 - £534,000 

It was also agreed by consensus decision making that the West     
Midlands Synod approves the Trust proposal to transfer a sum of 
£4M from the Synod Manse Fund to a Designated Fund to be known 
as the Ministers’ Pension Support Fund and for annual contributions 
to the Ministers’ Pension Fund to be charged against this reserve. 

 

Proposals for Major Developments Fund –  

The Treasurer spoke to the paper, noting the wish to make best    
mission use of funds from the sale of buildings when churches closed 
and to offer larger grants for larger projects.  The grants would be for 
major projects such as extensions, rebuilding or conversion.  The  
proposal, after a small contribution to M&M was to use sale           
proceeds from St Columba’s URC, Coventry and Dudley URC giving a 
fund of around £1M.  Thereafter 80% from sale of closed churches 
would be added with 20% going to the Synod Mission Fund. 

There was much discussion on this proposal and then the resolution 



was put: 

Synod approves the creation of a Major Building Developments Fund 
as set out above.  The fund to be financed initially from the net        
proceeds of sale of St Columba’s and Dudley and 80% of net proceeds 
of subsequent disposals of closed churches and 15% of proceeds of 
disposals from continuing congregations – this was agreed by         
consensus. 

 

Ministry Development Committee – Deployment  

The Moderator spoke to the MDC report, the figures were about     
stipendiary Ministers of Word & Sacrament.   The national total for 
January 2022 was 280.   The West Midlands was allocated a target 
share of 25.   We are phasing out Area Minister roles to give as much 
ministry as possible to local churches.  When we arrive at 2024 our 
target would be 22, we actually expect to have 23 which will be ok as 
we know all synods will be slightly over or slightly under at times. 

There was much discussion and the Moderator explained that there 
was an urgent need for people to serve as Interim Moderators he also 
re-iterated that stipendiary Ministry of Word & Sacrament was not 
the only ministry, there was also non-stipendiary and the ministry of 
Elders who were called to serve in ministry.   All needed to think 
whether they, or anyone in their church, might feel called to it. 

The resolution was put – The West Midlands Synod recognizes that it 
must take responsibility for keeping within, or very close to, the      
deployment targets for Stipendiary Ministers set by the Ministries 
Committee acting under the policies of the General Assembly.  It was 
passed by consensus. 

 

There were report from Donna Gordon the Safeguarding Officer and 
from Richard Knott, the Childrens’ &Youth Development Officer. 

URC 50th Jubilee Celebrations – A short video was shown about the 



planned celebrations. The Moderator asked for feedback about a 
Saturday in June as a Synod Day or other ideas of how the synod 
might celebrate. 

 

Revd Kathryn Louch 

A Prayer for Christmas 

Kevin Snyman 

 

Ho! Ho! Ho! Dearest God, as we hear Santa’s sleigh approaching this 

Christmas Eve, may the gifts under our Christmas tree be bigger and 

better than ever! Yes God, far, FAR bigger portions of food for the 

hungry! A much, MUCH better economic system – one that works 

brilliantly for the poor and really not-so-well for the super-rich! 

Much, MUCH more justice for the oppressed. Far, FAR bigger taxes 

on the rich. Huge windfarms and batteries that decimate fossil fuel           

companies, and not forests and lakes. Ah yes God, may this be the 

biggest, bestest Christmas ever! 

Ho, Ho, Ho - Amen. 
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